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Cover: Some of the author’s 600
letters from WWII.

I have in my possession over
600 letters that were written during the approximately three years
my father served in the Army in
WWII, both letters that he wrote
home and those he received from
home. His letters home don’t disclose much about his experience
since letters were being censored,
but he wanted to let his family
know that he was well. He wrote
one letter to the local newspaper
about how he felt after the death of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
But since Germany hadn’t formally surrendered, the officer
would not allow him to mail it
since it gave insight to his emotions and events. Over sixty years
later that letter resurfaced and was
finally printed in the newspaper it
was intended for, the Warrenton
Banner.
In these letters were also some
very small letters and envelopes,
called Victory Mail, also known as
V-Mail. Upon doing some internet research I found that V-mail
(Continued on page 1)

Pvt. Carl E. Held

This V-mail letter dated April 7, 1944 from my father, Pvt. Carl E. Held, who was serving at the 315th Station Hospital in Axminster, England to his parents is a very typical
letter. He could not say what he was doing. The Mouldings that he mentions were a
local family that he became very close to. Sometimes they would write to Dad’s folks and
the Mouldings could confirm that he was fine and sometimes they would send pictures of
Dad to his family.
There are also some Blue Envelope pieces of mail. I found a four-page pamphlet that
every American Soldier serving overseas was given. Enlisted men who wished to write of
private or family matters and who felt that censorship of a specific letter by their unit
censor would cause embarrassment may be authorized to use a blue envelope which will
allow censorship action to be taken by the base censor rather than the unit censor. I find
nothing that I would consider embarrassing in the letters that were in blue envelopes, so I
think perhaps my father thought mail would get home more quickly in a blue envelope.
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was launched on June 15, 1942 to expedite mail service for the military
overseas. During WWII, mail and morale were one and the same. In the Annual Report of the Postmaster General,
1942: The Post Office, War and the
Navy Departments realize fully that
frequent and rapid communication
with parents, associates, and other
loved ones strengthens fortitude, enlivens patriotism, makes loneliness endurable, and inspires to even greater
devotion the men and women who are
carrying on our fight far from home
and friends. We know that the good
effect of expeditious mail service on
those of us at home is immeasurable.
V-mail was developed to reduce
space and weight of military mail in
addition to faster mail service. Mail
had to vie with food, fuel, ammunition
and other supplies for precious cargo
space.
The letter writer wrote on a special
V-mail form, one sided, regular sized
piece of paper with a box at the top for
the receiver’s address. After it was
cleared by a censor, the mail room microfilmed the page at a rate of 2000 2500 letters per hour. About 1600 letters would fit on one roll of film, reducing the letters to about three percent of their original weight and volume. Imagine, 150,000 unmicrofilmed
letters weighed 1500 pounds and filled
22 mail sacks. The same letters on
microfilm weighed 45 pounds and
filled just one mail sack.
Once at the receiving end, the letters
were printed on paper approximately 4
by 5 inches and mailed to he addressee
in a specially designed V-mail envelope. Members of the Armed Forces
overseas could send personal letters
home for free just by writing “Free” in
the upper right corner of the envelope
along with their name, rank, military
branch and their return address in the
upper left corner. Civilians could send
V-mail letters by ground mail for three
cents or by airmail for six
cents. When V-mail service ended on
November 1, 1945, more than one billion letters had been delivered.


To produce The Journal, we need contributions from our membership, submissions of any and all genealogical articles, photos, sketches, letters, profiles,
research tips, your story of a research incident —anything that you think will be
of interest to other genealogists.
This is the place for us all to share what we have learned and discovered, and
to immortalize information about our families. We look forward to submissions
from all nine counties in the NWMGS community and indeed from around the
globe. Email submissions to
thejournal@nwmogenealogy.com. Mail to P.O. Box 382, 412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO, St. Joseph MO 64502.
The text of your story must be electronic text, not an image of text. You can
type your story in Word or even right into the body of your email. Please don’t
use PDF. Send pictures by .jpg or .png and text in Word or email.
Pictures are one of our favorite things, so if you can’t scan them, bring them to
the Library and we’ll scan them and send them to the editor. If you scan them,
please set your scanner for a minimum of 600 dpi.
We can’t wait to hear from you!
Deadline for the March issue: February 15.
Deadline for the October issue: September 15.
If you miss the deadline, email us and we’ll let you know if we can fit it in,
but please try not to miss the deadlines.
Our next Journal theme will be Food. This theme might include recipes, stories of families gathering around a dinner or breakfast table, cooking utensils,
gardens, canning, livestock, unusual eats, Halloween candy—absolutely anything having to do with food. Start gathering your stories and send them to us
along with pictures of your ancestors, especially if they are involved in the food
growing, gathering, prep, or eating.
We are always looking for the next theme, so if you have suggestions for a
theme, please let us know! Future themes already chosen are Transportation and
Clothing. We look forward to your suggestions and submissions!
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Links to Your Past
by Linda Ellis Benedetti

Chance meetings with an old friend can dredge up feelings about your past. Chance meetings with an old picture
from the past can do the same thing.
But, what if that picture has no names or dates on the
back? Do you send it to a flea market where someday someone with identify it? Not on your life, I say.
Maybe your picture is of an old house that you know had
to have been built before 1900. What style is it? How many
floors does it have? Could it have been in an old town from
your past? Is it brick or stone or wood? Any interesting features? Maybe the front door is glass with wood trim. Is there
a cupola on the top floor? Look at the street in front of the
house. Is it paved or still dirt? Are there telephone lines
stretched down the street? Is anyone in the picture, maybe
peering from an upstairs window?
All of these things can help you identify the location and
possible builder of the house. A quick visit to your local
library and its vast array of genealogical websites could
really be of help. These sites are not just about finding a lost
relative. It could find a lost home place that belonged to
your family long ago. With only a last name you could find
out if that person built a house and when and where it stood.
There are professional photographers who are able to access a picture or tintype and can determine the age of the
image, approximate year it was taken as well as the part of
our country where it was taken.
I have old photos of my family home in Maryville, MO. It
was built in 1880 by my great-grandfather Albert T. Ellis. It
is of the French Revival style with a cupola on the roof. I
never heard of the house until long after my family had sold
it. But when I finally got to visit it with my family in the
early 1970’s it was no longer a home but had been renovated into a dress shop. The rooms were the same but much
of the antique furniture had already been replaced.
A trip up into the cupola led by the current owner revealed

a view of most of the town. A dusty old box up
there revealed many pictures of my family
taken at about the time the house was built. It
was a treasure for me and I have always been
grateful to the kind lady who thought I might
like to have them.
But time does pass and things are forgotten.
Later in the 1970’s the house was torn down to
make room for a bank. I thought that was the
end of the house. But questions about it arose
many, many years later and the picture I had of
it came in handy.
I was visiting Maryville to talk about the
book I wrote about a murder that had taken
place there in 1899. And, as luck would have it,
a lady from Lawrence, Kansas was attending
the meeting, too, in order to present the Northwest Missouri Historical Society with the beautiful etched cranberry glass panels from the
house. They had been beautifully framed and were ready to
hang in the museum but the question was asked “Where
were they originally in the house?”
I opened my trusty bag and there was that old picture replete with a view of the huge front doors where the glass
panels could be seen. It was like a small miracle that I had
that photo and could definitively say that they belonged on
the long gone front doors.
Preserving images from our past is important for a lot of
reasons. They tell us something about our family we may
not have known. For instance, was this great grandfather a
person of wealth and standing in the community? Was he a
political figure? Was he a farmer or cooper or pharmacist?
My picture is valuable to me because it is a link to those
people who came before me.
My dear friend at the museum recently gave me a charcoal
drawing of the Ellis-Condon house that was drawn shortly
before it was torn down. It has a place of honor in my house
and it will go to my family when I am gone…but the story
of how and why it was built and by whom will not be lost. I
have written a history of the house that is attached to the
back of the photo.


Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The Journal

Vol. 37 No. 1

Spring 2017

Page 2

Irish Roots
by John Corcoran

The search for my Irish roots began
when my wife and I were searching for
my great grandparent’s gravesite in St.
Columba’s Cemetery in Conception,
Missouri. I started at one side of the
cemetery, and she searched on the
other side. We ended up behind the
chapel, both unsuccessful in locating
the grave.
On several gravestones, the inscriptions had worn away. My wife was
trying to decipher the almost unreadable inscription on the beautiful gravestone cross beside us. She first saw
the name ended in an ‘n’ followed by
an ‘a’. Then she began pointing to the
gravestone, almost unable to speak.
There it was—THE grave!
JOHN MARY
CORCORAN
BORN IN CO. CORK
IRELAND
My genealogy research next led me
to plan a trip to Ireland with my wife
and daughter. I sent the following
message on March 30, 2003 to a Roman Catholic Church in Cork, Ireland
that had an e-mail address, SFinbarr@eircom.net:

Irish Naming Tradition

My family & I will be in Cork
City on Tuesday, June 3rd and
we may visit your location if you
have any success in finding information about my great grandfather, John Joseph Corcoran,
born 1822 in Cork City, married
to Mary Cahill (possibly spelled
Quill) in 1848, and emigrated to
Jefferson Township, Missouri,
USA later that year.
Based upon the “naming tradition,” I expect that his father was
Patrick Corcoran and his mother
was Mary; my greatgrandmother was not born
in Cork City, but rather in 1826
in a nearby “country town,” and
based on the naming tradition
her father was Ambrose Michael
and her mother was named Margaret. Both were Catholic by
birth. I do not know in
which parish in Cork City that my
great grandfather lived.
I would appreciate any references that could be found, or any
advice that you might give. I
plan to visit the Cork City Li-

Baptismal Font at St. Finbarr’s South
Parish Church in Cork, Ireland. This is
the baptismal font that would have been
used for John Corcoran’s baptism in
1822 .

brary and Cork County Library
while we are in town (June 2 &
3). I am finding it difficult to find
someone in Cork City that could
do research for me in advance of
our visit.
(Continued on page 4)

http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~cregan/patterns.htm
• First born son named after his father’s
father
• Second born son named after his
mother’s father
• Third born son named after his father
• Fourth born son named after his father’s
oldest brother
• Fifth born son named after his father’s
2nd oldest brother or his mother’s oldest
brother
• First born daughter named after her
mother’s mother
• Second born daughter named after her
father’s mother
• Third born daughter named after her
mother
• Fourth born daughter named after her
mother’s oldest sister
• Fifth born daughter named after her
mother’s 2nd oldest sister or her father’s
oldest sister
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Baptismal entry in the St. Finbarr’s Church records. The John Corcoran entry is shown in the red box.
(Irish continued from page 3)

This reply came back the very next
day on March 31, 2003. Mary heard
me shout out and saw me jump up out
of my chair—a true genealogical Hallelujah moment!
Hello John D.,
We have no record of the marriage of a John Joseph Corcoran in 1848.
We do have a Baptism of a
John Corcoran on 28 June
St. Joseph Gazette
November 3, 1848

1822. Father named Patrick
and mother named Mary Creedon. I cannot say that this is
your relative unless you can
make a connection.
I will be at the Church, God
willing, on June 3rd. should
you decide to come and visit
and I’ll be glad to show you
the original entry.
Sincere regards,
Joe O’Reilly

St. Joseph Weekly Herald
February 27, 1896

A Time Before Addresses

St. Joseph News-Press
March 1, 1965
St. Joseph Gazette-Herald
October 31, 1901
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We have been able to locate
branches of the family and visit or
correspond with them in Pierre, SD,
San Diego, CA, Palm Desert, CA, Atlanta, GA, St. Louis, MO, Baltimore,
MD, Lafayette, LA, Tijeras, NM,
Kansas City, MO, Conception, MO,
but ironically not St. Joseph, MO.
One of the Corcoran relatives,
James Patrick Corcoran, is famous for
receiving an Academy Award Oscar
for Sound in the movie Sound of Music. We have not located Corcoran
relatives in Ireland although we have
located McGettigan relatives there,
my grandmother’s family. And that is
a story for another issue.


St. Joseph Gazette
November 3, 1848
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A Postcard from the Edge….
by Linda Ellis Benedetti

Communication is the buzz
word of today.
But what if your
cell phone fails?
That means no
calls, no texts, no
messages for at least a day! How could we last weeks
with no information on friends and family? How about no
internet access? How would we know what is going on in
a world that is bigger than Missouri? Or even our
neighborhood?
Try to imagine what it was like in 1939. Long distance
calls were rare and costly. A telegram sent from Western
Union was usually sent for some solemn event …a death
in the family…a son missing in action or some other
tragic event.
The communication of the day in 1939 was mostly letters and postcards. You wrote to Mama every week with
all the news of your location and your family. You wrote
to your brother who was in New York, going to college.
You hoped for a quick reply to that letter so you could be
caught up on all the news. There was really no other way.
Patience was the order of the day. You waited and they
waited for the postman to come each day and bring the
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The Journal

news you wanted and needed to hear. And if it didn’t
come in the morning mail delivery, it might come in the
afternoon.
But, if your son and his wife were in a foreign country
in the 1930’s, some place like Germany or France or Belgium or even Egypt, a postcard could be the lifeline from
that part of the family and that could take weeks to get to
Kansas City.
My collection of old postcards has revealed a story of
that great communication gap in an almost tragic way. My
great-uncle Joseph Blackburn Jesse, lately of St. Joseph,
Maryville and New York City, was a civilian employee of
an oil company in Cairo, Egypt during the 1930’s. I believe he worked for Standard Oil there but have not been
able to confirm that. He and his wife Agnes left the
United States in 1929 and took several weeks on boats
and trains to reach Cairo.
He worked there for 10 years as a survey engineer and
lived on the outskirts of Cairo. I know this because he
was a dutiful son and brother to his family in Missouri. He
sent back many beautiful pieces of jewelry, silver bowls
and a gorgeous chalice and a candy dish as well as a swell
intricately engraved cigarette case my father used for over
50 years. His great gift to his two older sisters was a collection of very thin, engraved silver bracelets that my
(Continued on page 6)
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(Postcard continued from page 5)

grandmother and great aunt
wore every day. They
sounded like jingle bells when
they moved their hands. He
also sent intriguing brooches,
scarf holders and a really ancient looking turquoise and
ruby pendant.
In her later years (she lived
more than 100 years) Joe’s
older sister Ethel, my greataunt, gave me all of this
bounty. I wear the jewelry and
display the silver pieces in my
home. But it is not often that I
recall where it came from and
how it got here.
I only met Great-Uncle Joe
and his wife Agnes a couple
of times. Great-Aunt Agnes
scared me to death. In the 1940’s, she had very long, redpainted fingernails and flaming red hair. I may be mistaken
but I think she had some sort of very tiny tattoo on her hand.
When they visited, I behaved up to code. I never played the
doll game with her. The game was handing a grownup my
precious Betsy Wetsy Doll immediately after I had fed her.
Betsy then wet all over the person holding her. I dreaded a
pinch from those red claws so Aunt Agnes never got the kid
treatment from me! ! How I wish I had been old enough to
ask the questions I now find myself faced with. How did
they get along in Cairo? Did they have American friends
there? Was Uncle Joe’s job an important one?
When they finally left Egypt late in August, 1939, they
were in a big hurry. Hitler had issued an edict to the world
on September 6th that would affect anyone trying to leave
Germany.
As you can see from the postcard sent on that date, Joe
and Agnes were in Cologne, Germany in a sightseeing bus
in front of Frieberg Cathedral, which still stands. Joe and
Agnes are seated directly behind the driver, he with a little,
black mustache and Agnes with the trendy hat. They had
booked passage on the ship S.S. Pennland out of Antwerp
on Sept. 16th. So that left 10 days to spend in a country that
was in turmoil and war.
Newspapers of the time predicted the doom of this edict.
Jewish citizens were being rounded up as Joe and Agnes sat
in front of that cathedral. Their last name, I now understand,
would have sounded quite Jewish to officials of that time.
And, I believe Great-Uncle Joe knew that.
With that in mind, he wrote on the back of the postcard in
a very guarded manner. He commented on the beauty of the
cathedral, and then admitted that he had just gotten passage
that day sailing from Antwerp, Belgium on September 16th.
As he noted, it was a long wait to see if they could actually
flee Europe. But he told his mother not to worry.
I suspect that it took weeks for that postcard to land at

3821 Warwick, Blvd. in Kansas City. And, as a mother, I
feel sure that it did not allay her fears one bit. On that same
September 6th, President Roosevelt declared that ships leaving for America from the major ports of Europe, including
Antwerp, would no longer be escorted by United States destroyers as it would make them too much of a target for the
Germans.
Even though communication was not a sure thing in 1939,
one wonders if that news made it to Kansas City and an old
lady sitting on the porch at 3821 Warwick Blvd. waiting for
the mailman to bring news of her youngest son and his wife
who were then on a ship in the Atlantic.
The postmark shows that, yes, it did arrive in Kansas City
eventually. But Joe and Agnes did not make it to New York
City until October 6, 1939. Apparently they were not the
worse for the trip and caught a train from Grand Central
Terminal to Kansas City.
Joe and Agnes made it back home and ended up in Nashville, TN where they lived a quiet life after their adventures
in Cairo and on the high seas.
I was able to speak to Great-Aunt Agnes only once more
before her death. She was not happy with the research I was
doing about the
St. Joseph Gazette
Jesse family and
January 4, 1850
would not tell me
anything at all.
What a loss for all
of us who would
really like to know
the whole story of
the Egyptian adventure and the
safe passage across
a vast unguarded
Atlantic Ocean. 
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St. Joseph Gazette-Herald
June 23, 1901
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Dorothee and Simone
by Monica Schirmer Eshelman

In 1945, after being wounded at the Battle of the Bulge,

then sent photos of
her own wedding, and
eventually of her
three children. Dorothee and Henry sent
return pictures, as
well as gifts for
Simone’s children at
holidays. I once received a lovely
French doll, dressed
in the native costume
of the province of
Champagne.
The last letter from
Simone arrived in
1960, but as both
women were busy
with their homes,
Dorothee Dee Schirmer
children and careers,
the postal friendship ended after about thirty letters and fifteen years. Dorothee always kept the letters from France,
and the handkerchief, too, and I have them still, a testimony
to a friendship of two young women despite different lives,
languages and cultures.


my father Henry was stationed in Reims, France, working as
a draftsman with the Army Engineers. Grateful for America’s assistance during the war, local families were glad to
invite GI’s to their homes, and Henry and a buddy went several times to the home of a widow and her young teenage
daughter Simone. The French could not get many commodities, but they were still hospitable to the soldiers, including “wining and dining” them with what they had.
Simone, about fourteen years old, spoke a little English, and
my dad enjoyed learning French phrases.
Eventually, Henry suggested that his fiancée at home in
Kansas City, Dorothee, write a letter to Simone and send
her a picture, which she gladly did, grateful for the kind
treatment her sweetheart was getting in France. Thrilled,
Simone thought Dorothee’s photo was as beautiful as a
movie star, and soon a correspondence began between the
two girls.
Dear Miss, My mother and myself have the pleasure to
receive your betrothed (is it the correct word? It seems to
me unusual) at home since several weeks. He comes here
with a friend. And he told me one day that you wanted me to
write to you. I was surprised, for I did not know that he had
spoken to you about me in his letters.
I’m very glad to write to you, and I hope you’ll understand my English which is
not well, I’m sure.
We think, mamma and I,
that your betrothed is very
kind. He has a merry
character, but sighs very
often for his return to
America.
Simone told about her
family and school, and
Dorothee responded with
news from the States.
Enclosed in one letter was
a handkerchief of French
lace, and Dorothee sent
Simone a dress, which
was a luxury Simone
would never have been
able to obtain in France
during or after the war.
Henry returned to the
States in early 1946, he
and Dorothee were married, and Dorothee carried
the lace handkerchief at
their wedding.
The correspondence
went on for many years.
Simone and her letters and handkerchief
Simone became a teacher,
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The Journal
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St. Joseph Weekly Herald
February 6, 1896

The Andrew County Republican
November 8, 1871

St. Joseph Herald
January 27, 1892

St. Joseph Historical
Society
home of

Robidoux Row
Rupp Funeral Home
6054 Pryor Ave.
St. Joseph, Missouri
816-238-1797
Come see the new exhibit
Photos of Lake Contrary from 1913
from the Bea Bentley Family
collection
of personal photographs
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Communication Creates Community
by Bob Turpin

the early Sugar Creek Christian Church in 1838, and of
learning in schools such as the one-room Sleepy Hollow
Northwest Missouri in the late 1830’s and ‘40s, the first
School, originally called Bloomington Academy in the midsound heard in this verdant and virgin wilderness must have
1800’s, halfway between the two renamed towns.
been “the sound of silence”—at least relative silence. There
And by the early 1900’s these towns of De Kalb and
was of course the rustling of leaves in the wind, the sound
Rushville, though small in size, were large enough in spirit
of flocks of birds in flight, including swarms of colorful
to both support newspapers – the Rushville News and the De
native parakeets, and the occasional, faraway sound of gunKalb Tribune.
shot as a distant neighbor felled wild game for dinner.
When early subscription telephone lines began being
But the quiet was not long-lasting. Towns sprang up,
strung from tree to tree around 1900, and later when a
towns where my ancestors gathered and grew their families,
weekly radio program was broadcast from this southern part
towns like Columbus (later to become Rushville, for the
of Buchanan County, there was no doubt that a variety of
rushes that grew in the swampy river bottom-land) and
communication instruments had come to the recently quiet
Bloomington, eventually renamed De Kalb because another
wilderness – and changed life there forever.
and earlier-settled Missouri town already had the BloomingMidway between the two towns, but a few miles south in
ton moniker.
the Sugar Creek community, my Stuart great-grandparents
And then there were sounds of singing from churches like
were still living in a log cabin in 1900. It had been greatly
enlarged from the original 1840’s cabin, lapsided, and embellished by the carpentry skills of
my second great-grandfather Benjamin F.
“Frank” Stuart with handsome walnut door
jambs and thick walnut window sills. Still, it was
far from air-tight and the cold winter winds didn’t
merely howl, they roared through the spaces
around the windows and six cabin doors – the
very doors which provided such appreciated summertime breezes. My grandmother, Jessie Stuart
Turpin, who was born in her grandparents’ log
cabin in 1895, also recalled snow often blowing
into the house under doors and around windows,
and how she warmed the foot of her bed with
blanket-wrapped stones that had been heated in
the fireplace.
The austere conditions contributed to the severity of a variety of diseases that plagued early
settlers, and just after the turn of the century three
of Grandmother Jessie’s younger siblings Ben Jr.,
Blanche and Leo Stuart, all contracted typhoid
fever; making matters worse, the younger two,
Blanche and Leo, also had pneumonia. This was
the “sick unto death” kind of illness that made for
such a high mortality rate among infants and children in that era. Great-Grandfather Ben Stuart, a
school teacher, orchardist and Missouri state legislator, sent a message about his children’s illnesses to a Dr. Woodson in Rushville. That begs
the question: how was the message sent? I don’t
know the answer, but probably by way of a
neighbor who was passing by on his way into
town.
Traveling on horseback he would have taken
the old trail atop the bluff south of Lost Creek and
Rushville News cover – 1913: I assume my grandfather Bob Hurst, Sr. kept this entered Rushville from the south (the same trail

For my ancestors who came to the Platte Purchase area of

because Silas Steele (featured) was a friend and neighbor.
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John Keller and play it over
the phone for him and vice
versa.
on which my grandmother
One other note about
would later ride her horse to
inventive applications of the
the old Rushville High
new telephone device in the
School.) Upon his arrival at
early 1900’s is remembered
the Stuart-family sickroom,
in my Grandmother Jessie
Dr. Woodson scolded Ben
Stuart Turpin’s notes.
for not having put in one of
“Our 1903 telephone was
those new-fangled telefirst installed in the log
phones so that he could call
cabin. Sometime after the
the doctor and get a more
new house was built up the
timely response. The doctor
hill (1906), our papa, Ben
was very blunt in telling
Stuart – a Missouri state
Ben that his three children
representative — was the
had come dangerously close
My
great
grandparents,
William
and
Mollie
Martin
Hurst,
undoubttarget of an attempted assasto dying.
Two of Ben Stuart’s clos- edly preserved this copy of a May 1918 issue of the De Kalb Tribune sination (the first one had
because of its mention of their daughter Genevieve Hurst’s high
come earlier in a Jefferson
est neighbor families, the
school graduation. (My great grandfather Ben Stuart was a regular
City hotel room during a
George Allison’s and John
columnist for this paper in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.)
legislative session). Ben had
Keller’s, had recently inaroused a good deal of animosity and opposition from peostalled the first phones in the neighborhood and it wouldn’t
ple who were trying desperately to preserve the rural fabric
be a huge task to string some telephone wire on east to the
of their small communities – while he was working hard to
Stuart cabin. And so it was, in 1903, that my Stuart greathave progressive farm-to-market roads built that would engrandparents became one of the earliest families in the
able exchange of produce and
Sugar Creek community of
commerce between small
southwest Buchanan County
towns and larger cities. And
to enjoy the luxury of a telethat proposed change angered
phone. My grandmother
some of his constituents. The
notes that other neighbors
second assassination attempt,
soon afterward installed
in the new house, was a bulphones, expanding their little
let through a front window
country exchange to 13 famiwhich lodged itself into the
lies and making it more usewall near a mantle. Ever reful. She notes that “the telesourceful, Papa used the bulphone cost $1 a month. You
let hole for the telephone
could listen in on anyone’s
wire installation in the new
conversation if you cared to.
house.”
For years there were no
According to a 1927 story
special telephone poles; wire
in the Atchison Globe:
was nailed on trees from
farm to farm. The Central
The first telephones (in Rushtelephone office was in Rush- The old Stuart log cabin, southeast of Rushville, was the location ville) were in 1900. A line
ville; Georgia Bunten was
of an early telephone in 1903. (Ben Stuart is in front with his dog). was run from De Kalb, and a
the Central operator for
switchboard put in the A. N.
years. Papa soon found more than an emergency use for the
Cooper residence with Miss Jeanette Cooper as operator.
phone. He loved good music, leaning toward opera and the
J. W. Burris was manager and the office was moved to the
marching music of John Philip Sousa. He bought a crank-up back room of the Rushville State bank, with Mr. and Mrs.
Victrola phonograph – like the one with the dog listening
Frank Arbuckle as operators. In 1905 eight men formed a
(RCA Victor). When he got a new
company and purchased the exchange from De Kalb. Alfred
(Continued on page 12)
record, he would call our neighbor
(Communication continued from page
10)

Left, a drawing of an early 1930s telephone as remembered and sketched by my dad, Glenn Turpin. He recalls that the mouthpiece moved up and down, the oak cabinet contained two cylindrical batteries and a
ringer mechanism. He also recalls his family’s number being 6311 – the number indicating line 63 and the 11
indicated one long ring and a short ring as their unique telephone ring. It took one long ring to get to the
“central operator” in Rushville, who could then connect them with St. Joseph, Atchison and other telephone
exchanges. The phone was wall-mounted, about 5 feet high.
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The Journal

Vol. 37 No. 1

Spring 2017

Page 11

This picture is very similar to my memory of the Rushville
switchboard in about 1953; this one from the neighboring town
of De Kalb in 1949 features Zurnal Martin, the switchboard
operator who was known as “Mert.” (Photo from De Kalb Folks
Souvenir Album, 1949)
(Communication continued from page 11)

Jones was manager. T. G. Bunten purchased the exchange
in 1906. He built the present telephone office in 1908. The
first operators for him were
Miss Nellie Jones (older
sister of my greatgrandmother Nancy Jane
Jones Watts), and Miss Nan
Hudspeth, later Miss Mabel
Bunten and Miss Georgia
Bunten. Miss Millie Fisher
has served as operator the
past seven years and Miss
Ruth Fisher for four years.
R. C. Bunten became manager two years ago.
After six decades of haircuts
This same telephone comand gentlemen’s conversation,
pany operation was still in
the Gillis barber shop in
business when I was a
Rushville stands empty and
young boy spending my
eerily quiet now; according to
summers with grandparents
my grandmother, this building
housed a tavern in the early
in Rushville in the early
1900’s – also a place for shar1950’s. I vividly recall one
ing communication. (Photo
trip with my grandmother to
courtesy
Rushville Facebook
the old telephone office on
page)
Valley Street, where a

switchboard operator was working “fast and furious”, pushing in and pulling out telephone jacks for various lines.
A 1955 Atchison Globe article notes the demise of the
local switchboard, with the expansion of the Bell System,
which provided RAndolph numbers for Rushville and SAratoga numbers for De Kalb. Gone
were the days of listening in on
the community party line to
overhear the town news;
the local gossip would
now have to be shared by
When postal service began, a ½
the men holding court at
oz. letter could be posted with a
Norman “Wannie”
three cent stamp, purchased with
Gillis’s barber shop.
a 3 cent coin, or a sheet of 100
(Yes, men do gossip.)
stamps for a $3 gold piece.
The rural phone lines
weren’t just for chatter and gossip, however. My Grandmother Jessie Turpin often spoke of the time in the 1930’s
when the family’s farm-home might have been destroyed
had it not been for the quick action of helpful neighbors, all
of whom were alerted by telephone. It happened on a
windy day when my grandfather and a farm hand had gone
to Atchison for supplies, leaving Jessie home with her
young son – my dad – Glenn Turpin. Nearing 91 now, but
only five then, my dad notes that the near-tragedy which
was about to ensue, which was greatly minimized by the
power of telephone communication, came about when “one
of our wood stove flues had its yearly burn-out of accumulated apple tree-wood oil build-up. However this time it
caught the roof on fire from falling sparks, as well as the
front porch.”
My grandmother’s notes take the story from there: “On
March 7, 1932 – a zero degree day – Granville and Fred
Worrell had gone to Atchison. Granville told me to be sure
to check on the ewes at 2:00 to see if any newly-born lambs
might need attention. I put on a heavy sweater and coat plus
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(Communication continued
from page 12)

overshoes and
stepped out the
back, smelled shingles burning, ran
around to the front
of the house to see
the roof blazing. I
ran back into the
house and frantically rang five long
rings on the telephone; that was our
emergency call.
Then I put Glenn’s
wraps on him and
John Vanhoozer took time from his farm- got him and his pet
ing, mercantile and banking endeavors to lamb out in
serve as Rushville postmaster in the late the yard. I
1800’s.
grabbed a
three-gallon bucket, went to the outside cistern,
pumped it full and ran up three flights of stairs to
pour the water over the burning roof. I made three
trips before neighbors began to arrive – about 40 of
them. I didn’t know until later that the porch roof
was also on fire. Thank God for a telephone and
good neighbors!” With all the help, my dad notes
that “they put out the fire with minimal damage.”
When I was growing up in the 1950’s there was a
joke that would now be considered sexist, yet on
that cold and firey March day in 1932, it had a
more serious ring: What are the three fastest forms
of communication? Answer – “Telegraph, Tele(Continued on page 14)

The mail bag exchange took place just south (or to the left) of this
photo of the old Rushville Depot. (Courtesy Cole Klawuhn, Rushville Facebook page).

A letter posted at Rushville from my great grandfather Ben Stuart to his
great niece in California. (Courtesy Sonja Pyne)

Atchison Daily Globe
July 2, 1953
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The Journal

A letter sent to Rushville from my great grandmother Kate Yocam
Turpin’s sister to her niece, Eunice Bailey Redmon (courtesy
Keith Stanton.)
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The devastating De Kalb fire was widely reported throughout
the Midwest, including this front page photo in the April 27,
1962 Kansas City Times.
(Communication continued from page 13)

phone, Tell-a-woman.” It may not be “politically correct,”
but that day during the Depression, the power of communication – mostly among women —saved the family home.
All of the more than three dozen neighbors who showed up
to help put out the fire had been alerted by those five telephone rings.
Long before telephones, there were trains, which first
came to the Rushville community in July 1858 (per Atchison Globe, December 12, 1927. p. 18) and shortly thereafter, a spur railroad line spread to De Kalb and points east
and southeast. With the railroads, mail – which had earlier
come up the Missouri River by packet boat – could now
come from kinfolk back in Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana
and Ohio by train. It must have seemed like lightning-fast
communication. Effective July 1, 1863 a ½ ounce letter
could be posted for a stamp purchased with a tiny, silver
three cent coin (which had come into circulation in the mid1850s) or a sheet of 100 could be purchased with a three
dollar gold piece.
Both Rushville and De Kalb had early Buchanan County
post offices, which served far-extending farm communities.
My Hurst cousins’ great-grandfather John A. Vanhoozer
was among the early Rushville postmasters in the late
1880’s and, after returning from service in World War II,
my mom’s brother, Robert L. Hurst, became a postal clerk
and then assistant postmaster at Rushville, working with
postmaster Arch Cooper.
Again quoting from the Atchison Globe, November 1929:
The (Rushville) mail was first distributed by the storekeeper,
Mr. Leechman, in the late 1840’s. The mail was brought in
by steam boat then. When J. K. Dickson, father of Will
Dickson and Mrs. Wells opened a store, he became a post-

master. He turned it
over to Squire Watson,
who served as postmaster between 40 and 50
years. A part of that
time the office was in
Elias Gardner’s store.
Mr. Watson carried the
mail to and from the
depot. John Vanhoozer
served as postmaster, as
did W. H. Bringman.
The rural free delivery
was established here in
1903, with two carriers,
Jess Hiner, and Isaac
Gillis. They received
fifty dollars a month and
they could deliver feed,
flour and groceries, or
anything they wished to,
About 1950 – De Kalb Postmaster
along the route. In 1904
Genevieve Hurst Frakes; at right,
the third route was esher clerk Nellie Eirls.
tablished with J. W.
Worrell as carrier. Mrs.
Nell Whalen has been postmistress since December 31,
1921. Her commission will expire in 1930. Miss Lottie Sutton has served as assistant postmistress the past two years.
The three carriers are Ed Gordon, Frank Ehret and Everett
Daniels. John Woodall has carried the mail to and from the
depot since the death of Uncle Billy Vanhoozer, four years
ago.
Speaking of taking the mail to and from the Rushville depot, I recall riding along with my uncle Bob Hurst once
when I was a grade-schooler in the mid-1950’s, as he took
the large sack of outgoing mail headed for St. Joseph and
points north. He hung the heavy bag on a mechanical device
near the track and told me to watch carefully, because what
I was about to see would happen so fast that if I blinked, I
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Moberly Monitor-Index and Democrat
April 27, 1962

(Communication continued from page 14)

would miss it. Sure enough, the Burlington train from Kansas City sped by, not even slowing down, and while a bag of
incoming mail from Kansas City was tossed out of the train,
a mechanical arm device was replacing it with a large bag of
outgoing mail from the Rushville post office. He was right;
it happened in a split second. I recall asking him if the system always worked and he acknowledged that occasionally
a bag would miss the arm and be dropped to the ground up
the track a ways, but almost always it worked as designed –
and quite a design it was!
President John F. Kennedy elevated my uncle to Rushville postmaster in 1961 and northwest Missouri Congressman William R. Hull, Jr. came to town to swear him in. Six
miles to the east, my grandfather’s sister Genevieve Hurst
Frakes became postmistress (as her position was politely

called in her early years) in the 1920’s and served 42 years
until her retirement in the mid 1960’s. Her long tenure was
climaxed by the disastrous De Kalb fire in April 1962 when
an entire city block – including eight houses, the post office,
lumber yard, and the large Hunter’s Hall —was consumed
by a wind-driven fire, nearly decimating the business district of De Kalb. As reported in a St. Joseph newspaper,
postmaster Genevieve Frakes, her staff and town volunteers
worked diligently to save the contents of the post office,
proudly noting the loss of not a single piece of mail.
The post office reopened the next day in another building
in De Kalb and communication by mail continued with no
interruption of service. There was a sentimental loss, however. Genevieve kept her late father’s copy of the large
“History of Buchanan County and the City of St. Joseph and
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(Communication continued from page 15)

Representative Citizens, 1904”, which
contained a family biographical sketch of her
parents and grandparents, in the post office to
help her run down obscure names of townsfolk; because it was not a
government document, its
rescue was saved for last
– and, sadly, it was consumed by the fire.
Times have changed and
continue to change, and
today it is difficult to imagine that East Atchison had
an air landing strip and that
I could take a passenger
train from Kansas City and
get off at the Armour depot
at Winthrop as recently as the
1960’s, or to know that a
widely and wildly popular
country music radio show

emanated from the little
town of De Kalb in the late 1940’s and
early ‘50s. It came about through the
entrepreneurial showmanship of De
Kalb native Delbert “Deb” Dyer, a
musician in New York who got into
early radio broadcasting, and then left his
job as a Chicago radio
personality following
World War II to come
home to De Kalb for
the specific purpose of
raising money to establish an “old folks’
home” in his hometown.
Deb characterized
himself as a “writer, philosopher, and home-spun
humorist” and liked to say
that his “dad’s old violin
had turned into a fiddle
down in the hills of Missouri” and that gospel and
country music had foreverafter changed his life. Deb
was a little bit country, a
little bit singing preacher,
and a lot hillbilly – and that’s
just the image of the hootenanny-type show he produced
in De Kalb, transmitted
(Continued on page 17)
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operation in 1952. Deb Dyer moved to
Kansas City North, a few blocks from
my childhood home, and became a local radio and television personality,
popular speaker, song-writer, recording
studio operator, poet and author. His
musical compositions were recorded
by well-known artists including Perry
Como, Tommy Dorsey and Guy
Lombardo. He spent his last years
giving music lessons on a variety of
instruments to hundreds of young people, including my brother Jim Turpin
and me, and many of our friends, in the
1960’s. Today, about all that is left of
Deb in his beloved De Kalb hometown
is the grave marker of his parents, John
and Lenora Frakes Dyer, buried adjacent to my Hurst great-grandparents in
De Kalb’s West Lawn cemetery.
The eminent psychologist and author
Rollo May once observed that
“communication leads to community,
that is, to understanding, intimacy and
mutual valuing.” Lots of people,
things, and circumstances have contributed to making the communities
that we know and love in Northwest
Missouri, and communication has
played – and continues to play – a vital
role in our understanding and appreciation of our sense of that community. 

(Communication continued from page 16)

throughout the Midwest by radio. The
weekly Saturday night variety show
was produced to an always-packed
crowd of as many as 1,300 people in
Hunter’s Hall, a “barnlike auditorium,” transmitted to St. Joseph and
spread through the Midwest air waves
by radio station KRES. The weekly
show ran from 1949 to 1952. The De
Kalb Folks Show, financed by 300
stock holders, not only put De Kalb on
the map and raised the needed money
for the proposed seniors’ home, but it
re-energized the sleepy, post-war town
into a booming period of new life, even
re-establishing a community newspaper The De Kalb Folks News.
By the way, the De Kalb Folks Home
was totally underwritten and operated
in the community for more than a half
century, giving a comfortable and comforting home to hundreds of senior citizens. The Saturday night programs and
radio broadcasts did not last indefinitely; they had served their purpose
and ceased operation a few months
after the “Old Folks’ Home” went into
St. Joseph News-Press
March 23, 1920

St. Joseph
News-Press
August 6,
1950

St. Joseph News-Press-Gazette
May 1, 1983

St. Joseph News Press-Gazette
May 1, 1983
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Cards of Love
by Doni Mollus

In rummaging through a shoebox full of old photos that
had belonged to my grandmother, I came across two old
greeting cards. The Christmas card was signed Celia, so I
am assuming that it was one she had sent to my grandfather
during their courting days. The Valentine’s Day card is
signed Chas. To Celia, and was therefore sent by my grandfather to his sweetheart.
Charles Serocki was born in Saxton, Missouri, on January
26, 1905 (his mother’s 24th birthday!) to John and Frances
Brzozowski Serocki. The family later moved to St. Joseph,
where the Serocki family ran a
grocery store and meat market on
24th and Olive Streets. Cecelia
Josephine Nowak was born November 2, 1905 in St. Joseph, to
John and Kostanceja (Constance)
Zwolankowska Nowak. They
lived on South 20th Street, half a
block up from Olive Street.
I’m sure my grandmother’s parents would have shopped at the
Serocki Market, it being close by
and part of the Polish neighborhood. I am fairly certain that
Charles and Cecelia went to different grade schools, however.
Cecelia and her siblings would
have walked the block and a half
north on 20th street to attend
Saints Peter and Paul Catholic
grade school. Charles and his

siblings would normally have also
attended that school, but their father
John had had a disagreement with the
nuns teaching at Saints Peter and Paul.
He therefore sent his children to the
grade school at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, at 10th and Messanie Streets.
I don’t really know the story of
how my grandparents became
“sweethearts,” but their paths likely
crossed a lot growing up so close together in the tightly-knit Polish community known as “Goose Town.” My
grandmother also had a number of
brothers who were likely friends with
Charles and his brothers.
My mother said she had been told
that Charles was crazy about Cecelia
from the first, but also remembers
them being very reserved. The cards,
then, were a delightful hint at the deep
feelings they hid from public view.
Charles and Cecelia wed on November 6, 1928 at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. Charles worked
most of his adult life for Goetz Bottling, retiring from there.
Except for a brief stint at the Mead Paper plant, Cecelia was
a stay-at-home mother. Charles died February 26, 1968;
Cecelia died September 1, 1989. They are buried together
at Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery in St Joseph.
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The Matter of the Park Bank
by Doni Mollus

Charles Serocki and Cecelia Josephine Nowak
before their marriage

I had been prowling through
the records at the Genealogy Library, researching the Serocki
family. I have talked about the
wild Serocki boys in previous
journals, and was going through
probate records looking for any
clues to help me chip away at my
brick walls. I found the probate
record for my great-grandfather’s
brother, Joseph Alexander Serocki, and foraged through the
papers inside, hoping that I might find something that would
give me the name of the town or city the Serockis had immigrated from in Poland, occupied by Germany at the time.
According to his tombstone, Joseph Alexander Serocki
was born in Poland March 19, 1867; he died in St Joseph,
Missouri, January 18, 1907, of Bright’s Disease. His obituary said that he had lost a leg in a streetcar accident two
years prior to his death (I’m
still searching for the story
in microfilmed newspapers). He married Marie
Miaskouski July 25, 1894
at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church in St Joseph.
They had no children.
Joseph was a butcher by
trade, and had definitely
inherited the Serocki wild
streak. Perhaps his worst

run-in with the law was a drunken party at his meat market
with a number of friends. Joseph was shooting a pistol indiscriminately, and shot his best friend, Frank Bratek, in
the abdomen. Mortally wounded, Frank died three days
later on August 14, 1890. He did, however, while he lay
slowly dying, tell police that it was an accident and that Joseph didn’t mean to shoot him. Joseph pretty much got off
scott-free. I am sure that Marie had rather more excitement
in her life with Joseph than she bargained for.
After Joseph’s death, Marie was the administratrix of his
estate, which included household goods valued at $53 dollars total, and a certificate of deposit for $1,400, with a 3%
interest rate, a value of about $37,652 today.
. Marie decided to go back to Poland/Germany, having no
children or other family to hold her in St. Joseph. In the
probate file I found two letters Marie had written from Poland/Germany, inquiring into the matter of the interest on
the $1,400. The first letter is to the probate judge, and the
second letter is to her lawyer, asking him to take care of the
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(The Matter continued from page 19)

matter for her. The second letter has a
return address of “Danzig,” which was
the German name for the Polish port of
Gdansk. It also says “Schmiedagasse
9,” which I believe translates as “9
Smith Street.”
I’ve never found any proof of resolution for Marie and the matter of the
Park Bank.


St. Joseph News-Press
August 6, 1850

St. Joseph News-Press-Gazette
May 1, 1938
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Letter to a Little Cousin
by Kelly Alvarado

Riverside Cal., Mar 5, 1886
My dear Ward,
I have had three nice little letters from you and enjoyed
them ever so much.
I hope you won’t forget that you
have promised to send me a valentine next year, for I shall certainly look for it.
Well, Ward, you are ahead of
Helen Macy. She will be six
years old this month. She knows
her letters, but can’t read or write
yet.
We sent Aunt Matt some flowers
today - I will send you some, she’s
first this week, as soon as the orange blossoms come out a little
more.
We will leave here next
Wednesday (the 10th) for Los Angeles and stay there until Saturday - go on to San Francisco
for a few days - then up to Marysville and up in the Butte
Mts 20 miles and stay with Uncle Allen Noyes and then
back to San Francisco. We expect to be in St. Joe by the first
of next month. I shall expect to hear from you before that
time and you may write to San Francisco, Palace Hotel.
Give my love to grandmother, Aunt Matt and Uncle Harvey.
With ever as much for yourself,
Tyrene
It is amazing how much a simple letter can mean to a researcher. If more of us understood this, I’m sure people
would take more care to preserve them as carefully as the
most precious of their belongings. This letter was written
by Tyrene Noyes, the eldest daughter and only surviving
child of Charles W. Noyes and Sarepta (Ward) Noyes,
when she was about 22 years old. Charles Noyes was the
proprietor of the Noyes Norman Shoe Company, along
with his good friend Marius Norman. While the company’s base of operations was in St. Joseph where Mr. Norman resided, Mr. Noyes was in charge of sales and suppliers. He hailed from New Hampshire, just over the Massachusetts border from Boston, and often returned there for
the summer months for both business matters and to visit
his family. Their travels took them all over the country
however, and Mr. Noyes appears to have never stayed in
one place too long. The family is cited in the St. Joseph
City Directories as either quartering with the Norman family on 6th Street, in a hotel, or in Boston, but never in a residence of their own.
Sarepta Ward was the daughter of a physician, Christopher Ward, from Monticello, IL. Sarepta was the eldest

daughter, born in 1841. Her siblings included John (1838),
Mary (1844) and Martha (about 1847). Martha married
Harvey Huston in 1876, and a son, Ward Thomas Huston,
followed in October of 1880. It was this youngster, her
cousin, that Tyrene was corresponding with. The “Aunt
Matt” in the letter is presumably
Martha, Ward’s mother.
In my never-ending research
on the family of Charles W.
Noyes, this letter came to me
quite by chance from the granddaughter, Ondre, of Ward Thomas
Huston. He had saved it for
many years and it was by some
miracle that it survived among the
things Ondre received from her
father. Ondre had no idea who
Tyrene was, nor how she fit into
the picture of her grandfather’s
life. For me, it was a thrill to discover the letter, and a puzzle solved for her.
What intrigued me the most was the reference to Uncle
Allen Noyes, as I was quite certain that Charles had no surviving siblings. His parents, Horace Noyes and Sarah
(Bailey) Noyes, had lost four other children. It didn’t take
long to establish that while she referred to Allen as her
“uncle” he was really her grand-uncle.
Allen Noyes is a character in himself. He moved from
New Hampshire to California and can be found as early as
1866 in the Sutter County voter registrations rolls. Eventually he founded the town of Noyesburg, and farmed quite an
expansive range.
Helen Macy, the little girl that Ward was “ahead of,” was
the daughter of Thomas Macy, one of the more senior members of the Noyes Norman Shoe Company who had moved
to California, and whom the Noyes family presumably had
recently visited. One also must presume that Ward knew
who Helen Macy was or else the compliment to his ability
to read and write ahead of her would seem rather hollow.
Three months later, June 1886, Tyrene married Ezra Seymour Gosney, a young lawyer for the railroad who roomed
at the Norman house.
And just 18 short months after the letter was written, Tyrene died in Boston, September 1887. Her obituary in the
White Cloud newspaper indicated she had been sickly for
most of her life, and severely so over the past two years, and
that the family had traveled extensively in search of a
cure. She was transported back home to White Cloud, KS,
where she was buried next to her 3 siblings in the Olive
Branch cemetery. One can only imagine how a then 7-yearold Ward must have reacted to the news of his cousin’s
death.
In 1889 her parents had all four of their children exhumed
and interred at Mount Mora Cemetery in St. Joseph.
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Letter Edged in Black
by Bob Turpin

year following the death of a loved one. And, enabled by
improvements and efficiencies in the postal service in the
United States, the custom spread to America.
When a family member died in the Victorian era, blackedged memorial cards became a popular way of letting distant family and friends know of the passing – such as with
this memorial card for my 2nd great grandfather, Armstead

Memorial card for Armstead Hurst, who died near De Kalb,
Buchanan County, Missouri in 1897

In mid-1800’s Europe, communication by mail enabled a
new means of informing persons of the death of a friend or
relative. It was a heavily black-bordered envelope, with a
similarly-bordered note inside. You didn’t have to open the
letter to know it was sad news. I have read that the
popular use of such death notices may have been
inspired by pre-Victorian literature. Both Charles
Dickens, in Nicholas Nickleby, and William
Makepeace Thackeray, in his novel Vanity
Fair, used the device of a letter edged in
black to share the news of a death.
In the era inspired by the grieving Queen
Victoria, black mourning dress, including
black mourning jewelry, became a fashionable way of subtly and visually communicating that you had sustained a recent death.
Also available to the mourner was personal
stationery which was bordered with heavy
black edges for use in correspondence in the
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The Journal

Hurst, who died near De Kalb, Buchanan
Co, Missouri in 1897 …. or this softer
and more delicate, ribbon-enhanced
card for an infant cousin who was a
nephew of my great grandmother
Catherine Yocam Turpin. The memorial cards typically provided bare
-bones information – a name and
date of death, followed by a poetic
or scripture passage.
But a particularly intriguing (or
slightly creepy, depending on one’s
(Continued on page 23)
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(Letter Edged continued from page 22)

taste and opinion) invention of the Victorian era was the
“Letter Edged in Black.” It served two purposes: it not only
informed the recipient of the death of a friend or family
member but, first – and immediately upon receipt (before
opening), the heavy black edge of the envelope gave the
recipient a chance to sit down and brace oneself for the
news that was soon to be more fully revealed.
As the custom became more common, it got its own song.
Harriet Woodbury, known professionally as “Hattie Nevada,” published and sold 300,000 copies of this popular
Letter Edged in Black sheet music in the 1890’s, at 50 cents
a copy. Various versions of the song have been recorded
over the years by such artists as Johnny Cash, Hank Snow,
Jim Reeves and Marty Robbins.


From Nicholas Nickleby
by Charles Dickens
At length, after five years, when Mrs. Nickleby had presented her husband with a couple of sons, and that embarrassed gentleman, impressed with the necessity of making
some provision for his family, was seriously revolving in
his mind a little commercial speculation of insuring his life
next quarter-day, and then falling from the top of the
Monument by accident, there came, one morning, by the
general post, a black-bordered letter to inform him how
his uncle, Mr. Ralph Nickleby, was dead, and had left him
the bulk of his little property, amounting in all to five thousand pounds sterling.

Photo clipped from Kansas City Star in the 1890’s.
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Welcome Home, Bobby!
by Darlene Dennis

My brother Bobby Dennis was
born in 1939, 14 years before me.
When he was only 25 years old, he
was drafted in 1963 and stationed in
Seoul, Korea, coming home in 1965.
One day while our brother was serving his country, my sister and I came
home from school and there he was
lying on the couch, sleeping!
We both rushed over to him and
hugged him and cried and cried, we
were so glad to see him! We had
missed our older brother!
Bobby was the youngest of the
Dennis sons born to Cecil and Mary
Dennis, who had a total of 11 children, 5 boys and 6 girls.


Bobby Loren Dennis, 1965
after marrying his sweetheart, Barbara Ann Filley, when he returned
home from the service.

St. Joseph
News-Press
February 23,
1960
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St. Joseph
Daily Gazette
August 15,
1868
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Welcome Home continued from p. 21

St. Joseph Gazette
September 7, 1950

Letter to the Boys & Girls Page, St. Joseph News-Press
September 7, 1912
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Hello and Thanks
by Jack Quinn

This penny photo postcard was sent
from great-aunt Bridget (Burke)
Doyle to her sister, Mary Burke in St.
Joseph, MO. The card was postmarked July 20, 1909. The stamp was
missing by the time the card came into
my possession. The location in the
photo is the home of John and Catherine (Lysaught)
Burke in

Clyde, MO. Bridget (Burke) Doyle, a
widow, and their oldest daughter, are
standing at the rear by the porch. The
girl on the left and the two boys are the
children of Bridget’s brother, John Jack
Burke, and sister-in-law, Emma
(Downey) Burke.
The back of the
postcard reads
Dear Sister, Send
you this as
Emma and the
children were
here the fourth,
had this taken.
Am thankful
for what you
sent me
came in
handy at
the time
but will
accept no more.
Will write you soon. Am awful busy since you left, have no time for
anything but work. —-B. Doyle.
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From that message, it is assumed that
Bridget and sister Mary must be trading off on caring for their elderly parents, John and Catherine Burke, both
of whom may have been in their late
80’s, and John may have been even
older than that. In addition, he may
have been deaf and blind, if I correctly
interpret the 1910 census record. Personally knowing Bridget, known as
Aunt Bid, in later years, it was unusual
to hear her complain of the work load,
as she did in this postcard, so it must
have been pretty severe. The comment
about what Mary sent to her surely refers to money.
The children of John Jack Burke
were Gladys Ann Burke (front left),
John Raymond Burke (center), Gaylord Marvin Burke (right). The
younger girl at left rear is unknown to
me.
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Pearl Edwin Willis Complains to the Government
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

Shortly after my mother died in 2001, I began a search
for information on her biological father, Pearl Edwin Willis.
I had not plumbed that depth before because he had been
such a sore spot in the family, for his alcoholism, but also
for some underlying sin that had never surfaced. My grandmother had divorced him and married the man my sisters
and I knew as Grandpa Goff in 1929 when my mother was
eight years old.
In 2001, the online records were still thin, so I wrote to
the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis to find a
copy of his military records. I received a long letter back
informing me of the 1973 fire that destroyed “the major portion of records of Army military Personnel for the period
1912 through 1959…” I was crushed. But they sent me a
form to obtain his medical data, and encouraged me to try
again if I came across further information that might lead to
existing records.
So I kept digging and when I found more information
from his Illinois death certificate, I wrote another letter, two
years after the first. They responded and said they had
some records, and to send $60 for copies. I wrote a check
that day and before long, a fat envelope arrived in the mail.
And man, they weren’t kidding when they said they’d had
a fire! All the documents were crisp on the edges, but the
information was still there, and it revealed what the family
secret must have been: my grandfather had gone into the
army with a long-standing case of gonorrhea, incurable in
those days before antibiotics, and devastating to health.
He had no doubt infected my grandmother with it, and she
suffered all the ill effects of this disease, chief among them

From the 1876 book Gonorrhea in Women
by Charles Camblos Norris.

inability to carry a pregnancy to term. Not only did she lose
a son to premature birth, but my mother weighed only two
pounds at her birth, was not expected to live, and was
dressed in little doll clothes for months. But she did live,
and thrived. The same cannot be said of her parents’ marriage.
I’m not sure when my grandmother divorced Pearl Edwin
Willis, but she remarried and made a good life with her new
husband, Ray Goff, who used to sit at the kitchen table
drinking beer with me at his side. He would pour a whiskey
jigger full for me — only three years old and drinkin’ with
(Continued on page 28)
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This is the only picture I have of my biological grandfather. My
mother, around age 15 here, was visiting a tent revival with her
mother down the block from their house when they ran into him
and snapped this photo.
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(Pearl continued from page 27)

Grandpa! It was my bonding experience with him. Unfortunately,
he suffered a stroke and died just before my sixth birthday, but I have
vivid memories of him caring for me in those early years.
In 1936, Pearl Edwin Willis wrote a letter to the War Department
complaining that he was owed money for his WWI service. This is
the only evidence of his “voice” that I have, and it is a fascinating
read. It shows a strong and assertive nature. My favorite line is,
“There will be no fooling about this, I want it in black and white.”
He may have dabbled in conspiracy theories too, because he says,
“Something funny.”
His first letter to the department was sent in 1929, and his last in
1936. In the end, he did not get what he felt was his due. He had
served too little time, only 110 days,
because his health rendered him
unfit for service.
I remember my mom getting a
kick out of his first name. In my
research, I have found that Pearl
was not an uncommon name for
males in the late 19th century. But
in his adulthood, he began calling
himself Edwin Willis, the name he
used in the Army and the one
carved on his marble headstone in
the Leavenworth veterans cemetery.
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Agness Chelley Mitchell
by Tom Miller

Agness Chelley Mitchell was my
3x great-grandmother. She was born
in Tennessee on March 13, 1805. Missouri was virtually uncharted territory
when her father Captain Thomas
Mitchell brought his family there in
1814. According to the book History
of the Samuel T. Miller Clan by R. B.
Miller, they lived in Cole’s Fort,
alongside Daniel Boone. In 1838, the
family moved to the area of Avenue
City, MO. Widowed in 1847, Chelley
moved to various locales to live with
her children.
This transcribed letter describes her
trip to Oregon, but she did not stay
there. She returned to Missouri where
she died on September 16, 1885. She
is buried in eastern Andrew County, in
the Fairview Cumberland Presbyterian
Cemetery.


St. Joseph
News-Press
June 5, 1960
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Agness C. Miller! You’ve Got Mail!
by Tom Miller

The following letter belongs to the Miller descendants and
has also appeared in the book History of the Samuel T.
Miller Clan, by R. B. Miller. The letter writer, William A.
Miller, represented Andrew County in the Missouri legislature in the 1844/45 term, and died in 1847.

St. Joseph Gazette
November 3, 1848
Agness C. Miller has mail waiting for her at the Post Office.

Jefferson City, Mo.
Dec. 15, 1844
Dear Chelley and Children,
With a heavy heart I again sit down to write to you. I am
in first rate health and as comfortably situated as I can be,
but Oh, my dear wife and children I can hear nothing from
you. It is a good deal over a month since I left home and I
have received one letter, and that written a month since.
What is the matter? Do you neglect to write or are the letters
miscarried? Do if you please write and do not mark free and
mail them at Savanna. I fear there is negligence at Jimtown.
I subscribed for the Jefferson Inquirer that you might get all
the news, if any of the members are sick you will find it noticed in the papers.
If I knew you were all well it would give me more satisfaction than anything on this earth. If I had my horse here I
would start home in a few days, but he is not here and I
reckon I can not go. We are not doing much in the Legislature but spouting.
The members from Platte County have been together tonight several hours preparing a Bill to favor the settlers On
state lands. I feel great interest in the mater but if I don’t
hear from home shortly I shall be of no account. Say to the
people generally my heart is set on the passage of that Bill.
The provisions of which are that the settlers shall have 5
years from the first of April that is $50 the first of April
come a year and $50 each year thereafter without interest. I
fear it will not pass but will do my best.
Mitchell, attend diligently to business. When you kill the
hogs be careful in salting. I expect you had better grind the
salt. Economize all you can and take good care of the stock
but above everything make the family as comfortable as you
can and be especially careful of fire.
Charles, be a good boy and let Mitchell manage. Sam and
Mary, attend to your Mother and try to render her happy.
Dock, Anse and Bob don’t forget me. Be good boys obey
your Mother and mind your books. If I shall live to get
home to you I intend never to leave you so long again. We
will not get ready to leave here before the 15th of March.
My expenses will be about a dollar a day. My family shall
have the benefit of my earnings. It is 11 o’clock at night
everything is quiet in the City and I am left to reflections of
home, home sweet home. May the Lord keep you in the hollow of his hand.
Pray for me, give my best respects to all the neighbors.
This will be mailed at Sparta. I am your affectionate and
loving Companion and Father.
William A. Miller
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Homey News
by Patrice Alley

532 N. 24th Street
St. Joseph, MO, Dec. 11, 1898
Miss Viola Brissey
570 Anderson Street
Greenville, SC

In December, 1898 a young lady in St. Joseph, MO wrote
a letter to a young lady in Greenville, SC. Mary Margaret
Matteson wrote to Viola Mae Brissey who was to marry
Mary Margaret’s brother, Earle Francis Matteson, on January 26, 1899. Earle was stationed at Camp Wetherill in
South Carolina as a result of military service in the Spanish
American War.
The letter is written on a piece of paper 10” x 6 1/4”
folded in half for the writing and in quarters for the mailing.
A transcription of this letter follows:

Dear Viola:
I received your letter Friday and was very glad to hear
from you. Earle said you had taken my address, so I have
been expecting a letter.
Will be so pleased to receive the flowers. I now look for
them most any time.
None of us went to Church tonight. I went to Sunday
School and Church this morning.
O say! Mr. Cook, our pastor, (First Baptist), says he is
acquainted with the pastor of the Baptist Church at
Greenville.
It has been very nice here today, but is cloudy this evening.
My brother took four of us girls out coasting last night,
and we had “lots” of fun. We were also out Tuesday. Fred,
my brother has quite a large “bob.”
I have only been skating once this winter. Do you have
much cold weather. I know it isn’t cold as here, but I suppose you think it is quite cold.
I almost wished I lived in South Carolina, on account of
the soldiers being there. I should like to see the camp. I
know I do wish I could see Earle.
This is something very unusual for me to answer a letter
so promptly. I have owed Earle a letter for a long time –
but I’ll write him soon.
Mamma has had a broken arm for two weeks, and I have
had to help her a great deal, but she is getting along very
well now. Mamma wishes your parents to be thanked for
her, for being so kind to Earle.
I hope the boys will enjoy themselves while they are at
Greenville. I think Earle will. O, he wrote us what a nice
dinner he had at your home on Sunday, I believe. He enjoyed it so much.
Do you ride a wheel [bicycle]? We had a great deal of
fun with ours this summer.
It is only a little after nine o’clock and everyone besides
myself are in bed. It is something unusual for us to keep
such early hours, but we were up
quite late last night, I suppose
they want to “catch up.” I think I
shall have to follow their example.
Now please answer me
real soon,
Your Friend,
Mary M. Matteson
(Continued on page 32)
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St. Joseph News-Press
February 23, 1960

(Homey continued from page 31)

Mary Margaret was 16 years old when she wrote this letter to her future sister-in-law who was to turn 18 in January
1899. Mary Margaret married Joseph Bradford Skinner on
June 21, 1905 in Savannah, MO. Their daughter, Mary
Margaret Skinner was born in 1907. Mrs. Joseph B. Skinner died March 23, 1910 in New Mexico. She is buried in
Fairview Memorial Park in Albuquerque, NM.
Earle’s brother Fred wrote a letter to Viola and Earle on
the day of their marriage, January 26, 1899. A transcription
follows:
St. Joseph, MO, Jan. 26 – 99
Dear Brother and Sister,
I suppose I may address you so as it is late Thursday
evening. Accept my most hearty congratulations and best
wishes both for the present and future. I am quite anxious
to see you both and hope you will be in St. Joseph soon
Your loving Brother,
Fred
Fred Vogt Matteson of St Joseph, MO married Carrie
Woodworth Chadwick about 1906. The first of their
seven children was born in Magdalena, New Mexico Territory in June 1907. Carrie died in 1925 and is buried in Albuquerque, NM. Fred died in 1964 in San Francisco. 

Saint Joseph, Missouri
Email:carla.keith@juno.com
Tel: 1-816-279-6117
Facebook: http://fb.me/Oodlesofdoodlespaint
Web: www.oodlesofdoodlespaint.com
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V-Mail Comes Home
by Sandi Baker

The writer of this V-mail was my
mother’s brother-in-law Charles
Wheeler. He enlisted in the army during WWII, on July 1, 1944 at the age
of 22. At the time of his enlistment, he

was married and had to leave his wife,
and two young boys behind. He was
raised during the depression in a small
rural Nebraska area, and census shows
his highest level of education was gram-
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mar school. His enlistment is listed as
“enlistment for the duration of the
War or other emergency, plus six
months, subject to the discretion of the
President or otherwise according to
law.”
Wounded during the war,
he received a
Purple Heart.
His wound
was repaired
with what
they called
“cat gut” and
he never hesitated to tease
me about it
just to see my
reaction. After the war he
worked as a
mechanic
owning his
own business
called the Diamond Garage.
He never fully
recovered
from his injury and died
at age 65. 
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Little Royal Shane’s VIP Ladies
by Terry E. Peterson

The picture was taken in the summer of 1971 in St. Joseph, Missouri, when baby Royal was about 5 months old. First row sitting
left to right: Sarah Elizabeth “Bessie” Pittsenbarger Funk
(Royal’s 2nd great-grandmother); Kristin Sue Peterson Thompson (Lyons) (Royal’s mother) holding Royal Shane Thompson
(baby). Second row standing left to right: Lucy Elnora “Nora”
Funk Jennings (Royal’s great-grandmother); Betty Lou
Jennings Peterson (Royal’s grandmother).

Royal’s great-grandmother Bessie Pittsenbarger
(1878/1974) was born in Darke County, Ohio, coming to
Northwest Missouri circa 1886 when she was about eight
years old with her parents, Isaac (1841-1917) and Sarah
(Pitsenbarger) (1840-1911) Pitsenbarger (they were cousins) and four sisters and brothers (Lettie, Kate, Charlie, and
Leonard).
They settled and lived around King City, MO which
Isaac’s uncle, John A. Pitsenbarger (and Sarah’s cousin) is
said to have founded.
In her new Missouri home, Bessie met and married Elmer
Oscar Funk (1875-1943) whose family also lived in Northwest Missouri from at least 1844.
Nora (1896-1981) was born in Iowa but raised in and
around King City. Eventually the family moved to St. Joseph where Nora met Walter Zachariah/Zachary “Bird”
Jennings (1894-1937). After they married in Chicago
where Walt was serving at Great Lakes Naval Station, they
moved back to St. Joseph where they had two children, the
oldest being Betty (1921-2011).
Betty met Alvin Eugene “Pete” Peterson (1921-1996)
while both were at Lafayette High School. They married in
Los Angeles on December 31, 1941 where they lived until
Pete went into the service in October, 1942 and Betty returned to St. Joseph. When Pete returned in August 1945,
they stayed in St. Joseph, where their second of three children, Kristin, was born in June 1946. The family moved to
Texas in 1955 and then to Illinois in September 1960.
Kristin married Royal C. Thompson (1942-2016) on June
1, 1968 with their oldest of two children, Royal Shane, arriving on March 9, 1971 in Illinois.

St. Joseph
News-Press
May 11, 1920

St. Joseph Daily Gazette
August 15, 1868
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The Journal

Correction
To Fall 2016

We deeply regret mistakes we make, and we do make
them from time to time. In the Fall 2016 Games & Sports
issue of The Journal, we incorrectly attributed a story and

photo on page 36 to Monica Schirmer Eshelman when in
fact it was submitted by Marla Hathhorn. For the sake of
accuracy for future genealogists, we reprint the entire story
and photo below, with proper credit.


An Outing for Cousins
by Marla Hathhorn

All cousins in this photo, some by marriage. Everyone lived in Doniphan County, Kansas. Anna Redmond Goatcher, my great-aunt,
wrote on back of this photo: “We “kids” went to Lake Contrary in St Joe and ate dinner. Then to Hyde Park for a swim. Had a grand
old time.” Front row left to right: Jessie Newton Engeman, Vatchel Goatcher, Anna Redmond, Luetta Engeman Abbett, Marie Engeman. Back row: Emma Behler Crisp, Dave Crisp, Vic Engeman, Walter Abbett. Little boy at bottom is Anderson Holaday. This
photo was taken about 1929. Vatchel Goatcher and Anna Redmond were married in 1930.
St. Joseph News-Press
April 1, 1950
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The Luntey Family
by Kris Grubbs

In October of 1913, Minnie Viola Luntey Pulley (18851981), living in Amity, De Kalb County, Missouri, wrote a
letter to her sister-in-law, Eva Pearl Shepard Luntey (1892
-1954), who was living in Hastings Coulée, Alberta, Canada. She was prompted to write because of the recent death
of Pearl’s little daughter, Berna Alberta Luntey (19121913). Living over 1,500 miles away, a visit was out of the
question.
In the letter, Minnie mentioned that her son, Sheldon Morton Pulley (1908-1961), was ill and was going to require
surgery for his adenoids. She was understandably concerned, probably not only because of his young age, but also
because any kind of invasive treatment could be fatal at that
time.
Sheldon “has a bad color and is so thin.” Although a family story has made the rounds that Sheldon suffered from a
serious chronic condition throughout his life, the facts contradict this; he was sickly as a child, but grew into a healthy
adult.
Minnie’s other son, Harold Raymond Pulley (1911-1958),
almost two years old, was apparently thriving. Interestingly, Harold’s older brother survived him; Harold died at
only 46 years of age.
Minnie’s husband Archie Morton Pulley (1879-1960) was
a farmer, as was typical of the time. There were problems
with the crops that year, but Minnie still managed to can
120 quarts of peaches!
Minnie’s brother John Arthur Luntey (1890-1987) was
living in Idaho at the time of her letter. She says that but for
Archie’s responsibilities at home, he would visit Idaho to
see “that country.” Apparently he did manage the trip, because about a year and a half later, they moved to Buhl,
Twin Falls County, Idaho. He continued farming there and
a few years later, their daughter Elinor Louise Pulley Stewart (1918-1994), was born.
Amity, Mo.
Oct 10, 1913.
Dear Clarence and Pearl,
I have been intending to write to you for some time but am
always crowded for time and just the right notion to write
but nevertheless I think of you a great deal and especially
since little Berna’s death. I know how much you must miss
her for I know how one of our little ones would be missed
but such is life we never know when death will enter our
home and take the one our hopes are centered on. I only
wish we lived near enough to visit you and could have seen
the baby for I know she was a sweet child by the looks of
her picture. Have you one of them for us? We are all as
well as usual except Sheldon don’t seem quite like himself.
He has a bad color and is so thin. He has adnoids which we
are going to have removed some time soon but my how I do

dread to have that done. Raymond is well and growing so
fast. He has all his teeth and talks every thing. He talks so
much plainer than Sheldon did at his age. Arch is plowing
for wheat will finish to morrow. He will sow thirty five
acres. We are not going to farm so much next year as we
did this. We had three hundred acres of Mr. Shull’s land to
see to but it just makes so much work and expense we are
only going to tend this 160 acres next year. Our corn is not
very good but as good or better than the average crop
around here. There isn’t many apples left on the trees as
they have most all fell off. Mr. Thompson’s orchard looks
good from here. He sold the apples for $3,000 and don’t
have to pick them. We had lots of peaches this year some
were small on the account of dry weather this summer but I
got 120 qts put up. We are having lots of rain now and it is
so warm just like spring. We read in the papers it is freezing cold in Canada. I suppose you hear from John and how
well he likes it in Idaho. If we didn’t have this place for
next year Arch would go there and see that country. Well I
must close for this time. I wish you would write to us sometime.
Your Sister,
Minnie
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Photo of Charles Henry Louis
Luntey (1851-1919) and Louise
Fredericke Frances Burkley
(1854-1940) Family. Notation
attached estimates a date of 1897,
but I believe it’s later than that.
Minnie, who is on the far right
next to her mother, doesn’t appear to be 12 years old. Clarence
Henry Luntey, the husband of the
recipient of the letter, Eva Pearl
Shepard Luntey, is second from
the left in the back row. The name
LUNTEY was spelled in several
different ways. The notations for
this photo reflect most of them,
indicating the spelling that was
adopted by each family member.

Continued on p. 38
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Continued from p. 37

Photo of the Luntey siblings: John, Clarence, Will, Mattie and Minnie in 1969 at Minnie’s house in Twin Falls, Idaho

The Pulley family at the Twin Falls house,
probably in the late 1940’s or early 1950’s.
Back row: Harold Raymond Pulley (1911-1958), Elinor Louise Pulley Stewart (1918-1994), Crystal Faye Hardwick Pulley (1910-1992), Sheldon Morton Pulley (1908-1961), Edith Josephine Kasper Pulley (1916-2008). Seated:
Archie Morton Pulley (1879-1960) Minnie Viola Luntey Pulley (1885-1981)
The other people in this photo are still living.
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Children of Archie Morton Pulley (1879-1960) and
Minnie Viola Luntey Pulley (1885-1981): Harold
Raymond Pulley (1911-1958), baby Elinor Louise
Pulley Stewart (1918-1994) and Sheldon Morton Pulley (1908-1961)

Three clippings below: St. Joseph News-Press
March 1, 1965
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“You Are the Only Boy I Got Left”
by Deann Woodbury

This is a letter dated December 21, 1945 that was found
in a box of things that had been gone through by a few relatives who had cleaned out my Grandma’s
house after she passed away in January
2015.
Just a few months ago the box was
brought to my house as it had some “old
stuff” that my Dad thought might be of help
with my family research. In the box, I found
this letter written by my great-grandfather
Shelby Lisle to his son-in-law Henry Drennen (USMC), my grandpa, during WWII.
When I asked my Dad about the letter, he
said he had never seen it before and I am
guessing no one else had noticed what “that
piece of old paper” was either. I feel very

Shelby Lisle (1903-1976), the writer of
this letter, had two daughters he raised
by himself:
Margaret “Pokey” Lisle Edgar (19221995), who married Joe Edgar (19181982), the soldier mentioned as missing
in the letter from Shelby to Hank; Joe
served in the army 1944 to 1945.
Shelby’s second daughter was Hank’s
wife, Betty Lisle Drennen (1924-2015).
The letter was written to Shelby’s son
-in-law (my Grandpa) Marion Orville
Henry (Hank) Drennen (1923-1998).
Hank served in the USMC 1944-1946.

blessed that it ended up at my house and that I
took the time to review each piece in the box.
The mention of “Dear Old Boy Joe” in the
letter is his other son-in-law Joe Edgar. Joe
did make it home from the War, and he was
not “gone” long, I do know, but have not yet
researched what he is referring to in the letter
about his being missing. Many more hours at
the genealogy library will surely solve this little mystery.
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The Hayes Family’s American Progeny
by William Tyree

The children in the photograph lived out their lives in the
Midwest:
Stephen Hayes worked for the CB&Q (Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad) first in St. Joseph then in Chicago where he met Catherine T. “Kate” McAvoy (b. 1885,
New Orleans, LA). They wed in Chicago on September 24,
1919. They had three children: Mary T. Hayes (b. 1921,
Chicago, IL) John Patrick Hayes (b. 1922, Chicago, IL)
James Leo Hayes (b. 1925, LaGrange, IL)
John J. Hayes was born on Christmas Day in 1886. He
served with the U. S. Navy, then worked as a train fireman
for the CB&Q. John wed Emma C. Wachendorfer, who
died in 1950; John died in 1958. The couple had no children.
James L. “Leo” Hayes died of complications arising
from diabetes in 1915, when he was only 25.
Regina Fleming “Jean” Hayes wed Charles O’Rourke
in St. Joseph, MO on October 6, 1920. She was a bookkeeper at a local bookstore and Charles worked for the
CB&Q. Charles died in 1969 and Regina in 1982.
These entire two Hayes generations are interred at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery, St. Joseph, MO.
(Continued on page 41)

Left to right: Stephen, John, James “Leo”, and Regina Hayes,
first generation Americans.

The known Hayes family story begins in Killavullen,
County Cork, Ireland, where Stephen Hayes met and married Mary Walsh Hayes. Two sons were born to them in
Ireland: first, John Jacob Hayes in 1849, then Patrick
Hayes in 1850.
In 1853, the little family left for America where they
made their way west. Their path can be traced by the births
of three daughters: Bridget Hayes (b. 1854, Pennsylvania);
Mary Ann Hayes (b. 1857, Illinois); Mary Ellen Hayes (b.
1866, Lee County, Iowa).
Now a permanent resident of Missouri, son John Jacob
Hayes settled in and married Mary Ann “Mollie” Fleming
(eldest daughter of James Fleming and Lydia Miller, born
in Buchanan April 9, 1859). John Jacob Hayes and Mary
Fleming were wed at Assumption Church in Saxton, MO
on April 16, 1884. John worked as a teamster and Mary as a
seamstress. The couple had four children, pictured in the
photograph: Stephen Edward Hayes (b. 1885, Easton, MO);
John J. Hayes (b. 1886, Saxton, MO); James “Leo” Hayes
(b. 1889, St. Joseph, MO); Regina Fleming Hayes (b. 1890,
St. Joseph, MO).
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The Journal

Regina Fleming Hayes O’Rourke 1980, two years before her
death. She is the cocky little girl in the photograph at left.
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(Hayes continued from page 40)

Excerpt from History of Buchanan County and the
City of St. Joseph and Representative Citizens published
in 1904:
James R. Fleming, a successful farmer and stock-raiser
of Washington township, Buchanan County, has had a most
interesting and varied career in the business world. He was
born in County Tipperary, Ireland, February 2, 1827, and is
a son of Daniel and Mary (Ryan) Fleming, both natives of
Ireland where they lived all their lives.
Daniel Fleming engaged in farming in Ireland and remained there throughout life. He had three brothers who
came to America: Thomas, James and Michael. All served
during the War of 1812.
Daniel and his wife were parents of the following children: James R.; Malachi; John; Thomas; Daniel; Anthony
and Margaret, who lives in Dublin. Ireland. Our subject
and his sister are the only survivors of this family.
James R. Fleming attended the subscription schools of his
native country and lived at home until he reached the age of
19 years. He then came to America on a sailing vessel, the
trip consuming 21 days, and landed in Quebec.
He went from there to Franklin County, New York, where
he worked on a railroad, then went to Cattaraugus County,
New York. One year later he went to Rochester, and from
there to Columbiana County, Ohio, where he remained one
season.
He went to West Virginia for a short time, then to Maysville, Kentucky. where for three years he worked on the
turnpike and followed farming. Next he went to Arkansas,
where he did some ditching, then to New Orleans, where he
spent the winter.
Returning north, he located in St. Louis for a time, before
arriving in St. Joseph, Missouri, in 1852. Here he engaged
in contracting on the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad, and
later did street grading. He also conducted a dray and
transfer line here for a period of five years, after which he
went West to Colorado, California, Idaho, Montana and
other Western States, remaining in the West a period of
seven years.
He came back to Buchanan County and purchased 8o
acres of undeveloped land in section 34, Township 57,
Range 34, Washington Township, which he subsequently
added to until at the present time he has 165 acres.
It was mostly wild land, with a small clearing and old
buildings. He has placed it under a high state of cultivation,
fenced it and built a good home and substantial barns and
out-buildings.
He raises wheat, oats, corn and hay, and has his place
well stocked with cattle, horses, mules and hogs. He also
raises some fruit. Mrs. Fleming has gained an enviable
reputation as a butter maker, and has a ready sale for this
commodity on the St. Joseph market.
Fleming is purely a self-made man, and such success as
he has attained has come solely through hard labor and
judicious management.

James R. Fleming was married in 1856 to Lydia Miller,
who was born in Wayne County, Ohio on March I, 1835,
and is a daughter of David H. and Elizabeth (BoDair)
Miller, her father being a native of Switzerland and her
mother, of France.
Her parents were married in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and from there moved to Wayne County, Ohio, moving to Buchanan County, Missouri, in 1847.
Mr. Miller owned 240 acres in Washington Township,
and a block in St. Joseph, and was well known here. He
moved to Bond County, Illinois, where he died.
He spoke five different languages and served as interpreter for President Lincoln. He and his wife had five children: Kate; Samuel, of Bond County, Illinois; Jonas, of
Carroll County, Missouri; Sophia (deceased); Lydia.
Mr. and Mrs. Fleming have five children: Mary Ann, wife
of John Hayes of St. Joseph; Margaret, wife of John Smith,
of St. Joseph; John of St. Joseph; Jennie (deceased), who
was the wife of George Smith; Elizabeth.
They have adopted two sons: Henry and George Masters
who conduct the affairs of the farm. Our subject is a Democrat in politics, and served as school director five years.
Religiously, he and his wife are members of the Catholic
Church at Saxton
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Surnames Our Members Are Researching
The links below are active. If you receive The Journal electronically, click the link to contact the researcher. This list can also be
viewed on the NWMGS website; go to the main page and click on Resources, then Surnames. These names are not included in the
general surname index.

Adams ................ Bob
Adkins................ Bob
Agee ................... Teresa
Anderson............ Carroll Cousin
Anderson............ Lilli
Armstrong .......... Mary
Arnold ................ Lilli
Arrasmith ........... Bryson Cousin
Auxier
(James and
Artemesia) .........Sharon
Bailey .................Bob
Becker ................Lilli
Bennett ...............Cindy
Bermond ............Mary
Black ..................Richard
Blakely ...............Bryson Cousin
Bledsoe ..............Charles
Bledsoe ..............Angeline
Bolliger ..............Connie Brax
Boydston ............Bob
Boyer .................Mary
Brady .................Ruby
Breit ...................Wendy
Bretz ..................Karen
Brown ................Bryson Cousin
Brown ................Robert
Brown ................Charles
Brownlee............Mary
Brumfield ...........Mary
Bumphrey ..........Lia
Burke .................J Quinn
Burke, Earl E. ....Herbie
Burnett ...............Dan Morgan
Burri ...................Carolyn
Burris .................Bryson Cousin
Cain....................Linda
Carroll ................Carroll Cousin
Carroll ................Richard
Childers..............Holly
Chumbley...........Robert
Clapsaddle .........Lilli
Clark ..................Janice
Clark ..................Jackie
Clary ..................Charles
Cobb ..................Charles
Coil/Coyle..........Ruby
Cole....................Deann
Cordrey ..............Pat

Corn ................... Karen
Couch................. Jo
Courtney ............ Teresa
Cox .................... Sharon
Cox .................... Bob
Creason .............. Dan Morgan
Curley ................ Bryson Cousin
Davies ................ B Anslinger
Davis.................. Janice
DeGolyers .......... Judy
Devault .............. Judy
Dickens .............. Bob
Didlo .................. Holly
Donadio ............. Carolyn
Doty ................... Deann
Dougherty .......... Will
Drennan ............. Deann
Duncan............... Bob
Dunford ............. Karen
Eddy................... Steve Patterson
Engemann (NE KS) Marla
Ewell.................. Bob
Evans ................. Carroll Cousin
Farris.................. Charles
Fitzwater ............ Marla
Fleming .............. William
Flood.................. Ruby
Foster ................. Jackie
Freeman ............. Mary
Funk ................... Terry
Gardner .............. Jackie
Gardner .............. Angeline
Gass ................... Richard
Gibson ............... Judy
Gill ..................... Pat
Gilmore .............. William
Golden ............... Ruby
Golledge ............ Bob
Grable ................ Michele
Grazier ............... David
Grimes ............... Pat
Haddix/
Haddicks ............ Bonnie
Hadley ............... Michael
Hager ................. Mary
Hales .................. Lois
Hall .................... Jo
Hall .................... William
Hall .................... Jackie
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Hanke ................ Bryson Cousin
Harber ............... B Anslinger
Harper ............... Richard
Harris ................ Richard
Hartline ............. Lois
Hathhorn ........... Marla
Haydon.............. Richard
Hayes ................ William
Hedgbeth/Hedgpeth Bob
Helfery .............. Jackie
Helfrey .............. Angeline
Henderson ......... Bob
Hennigin ........... Mary
Henry ................ Jackie
Henry ................ Angeline
Hill .................... Karen
Hockaday .......... Sharon
Holzhauser ........ Bryson Cousin
Houston ............. Robert
Hughes .............. Marla
Hughes .............. Jackie
Hughes .............. Angeline
Hunter ............... William
Hurst ................. Richard
Israel (NE KS) .. Marla
Jackson.............. Janice
Jacobs................ Wendy
Jefferies ............. Byron
Jennings ............ Terry
Johnson ............. Carolyn
Jones ................. Bob
Jones ................. Mary
Kearnes ............. Holly
Kellison ............. Mary
Kerns ................. Danny
Kidwell ............. Jo
Kindred ............. Mary
Kline ................. Marla
Knapp................ Carolyn
Lammers ........... Linda
Lang .................. Purtell
Langemach ........ Sharon
Leach ................ Angeline
Legg .................. Angeline
Lehman ............. Cynthia
Lesem................ Cynthia
Lisle .................. Deann
Lister, James A. Harold
(Continued on page 44)
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Lykins ................Bob
Lyons .................Jene
Lysaught ............J Quinn
Marqui ...............Carolyn
Martin ................Richard
Martin ................Angeline
Massey ...............Bonnie
Maupin ...............Bob
May ....................Cynthia
McCallan ...........Charles
McCoy ...............Connie
McCorkle ...........Angeline
McCorkle ...........Jackie
McCue ...............John
McGuire .............Deann
McKeoune .........J Quinn
McKissick ..........William
McMorrine .........Lois
McReynolds .......Deb
McWilliams .......Jim
Meadows............Bob
Mercer................B Anslinger
Mettler ...............Marla
Meuller...............Lia
Milbourn ............Angeline
Miller .................Deann
Miller, Wm. A. ..Thomas
Mitchell..............Bryson Cousin
Mitchell..............Charles
Mitchell..............Jackie
Mitchell..............Angeline
Morgan...............Dan Morgan
Moody................Dan Morgan
Mueller...............Sandi
Nelson ................Bob
Nelson ................Mary
Niederhauser ......Charles
Noland ...............Richard
Norris .................Richard
Ogle ...................Karen
Ogle ...................Teresa
Parker .................Michael
Parvin .................Cindy
Patsy ..................Pat
Patterson ............Jo
Patterson ............Steve
Payne .................Deb
Pendleton ...........Nanci
Pike ....................Charles
Piner ...................Bonnie
Pittsenbarger/ Pitsenbarger/
Pittsenbargar ......Terry
Plotell .................Raymond

Pohl ................... Bryson Cousin
Pollard ............... Michele
Posey ................. Sharon
Poteet ................ William
Potter ................. Angeline
Powell ............... Angeline
Punzo ................ Carolyn
Purtell ................ Purtell
Quigley.............. J Quinn
Quinn ................ J Quinn
Raez .................. Sharon
Raez/Ratz .......... Karen
Ratcliff .............. Angeline
Rayhill ............... Marla
Redmond (NE KS) Marla
Reece ................. Michael
Reedy ................ Bob
Rhodes .............. Pat
Richardson ........ Jene
Ricketts ............. Thomas
Riggs ................. B Anslinger
Riley .................. Cindy
Ritchie, Zenobia Karen
Roberts .............. Angeline
Ross ................... Richard
Rowland(s) ........ B Anslinger
Rowland ............ Lia
Rynn .................. J Quinn
Russell ............... Bryson Cousin
Sadler ................ Tiffany
Sallee, Wm. ....... Bill
Sandusky ........... Charles
Sampson ............ Bob
Sayles ................ Pat
Schenk ............... Pat
Schick................ Jene
Schneider .......... Connie Brax
Searles ............... William
Sells ................... Bryson Cousin
Smith ................. J Quinn
Smith ................. Priscilla
Smith ................. Sharon
Snethen.............. Lilli
Snyder ............... Karen
Sontheimer ........ Carolyn
Sontheimer ........ Wendy
Spain ................. J Quinn
Spenner ............. David
Spitz .................. Jene
Steers ................. B Anslinger
Stephens ............ Vivien
Stevenson .......... Mary
Sutton ................ Richard
Swan.................. Connie Brax
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Tartar ................ Robert
Tate ................... Robert
Teaford.............. Charles
Teagarden,
Job/Rebecca ...... Herbie
Thompson ......... Robert
Thompson ......... Charles
Tinsley .............. Robert
Tittsworth.......... Charles
Todd .................. Bob
Toliver .............. Lilli
Toms/Tombs ..... Bob
Townsend.......... Thomas
Treckett/Trickett Bonnie
Trosper .............. Edith
Trautman ........... Lois
Tuck .................. Jackie
Tuis ................... Lilli
Turner ............... Bill
Underwood ....... Bob
VanHorn ........... Linda
VanMeter .......... Charles
Vaughn.............. Janice
Vogel ................ Mary
Wagenka ........... Mary
Walker .............. Charles
Walker .............. Michael
Warner .............. Sharon
Warner .............. Raymond
Weil .................. Cynthia
Weinberg .......... Raymond
Weiss ................ Holly
Westbrook ......... Janice
Westheimer ....... Cynthia
White ................ Carolyn
White ................ Wendy
Whitson ............. William
Wigger .............. Mary
Wilkerson.......... Raymond
Williams............ B Anslinger
Williams............ Priscilla
Willis ............ Pamela Montgomery
Wilson ............... B Anslinger
Wilson ............... Ruby
Wilson ............... Michael
Winemiller ........ Deb
Wing ................. Judy
Wolff ................. Anne

Wright ............... Charles
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Allison ....................................... 11
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*Almany .................................... 30
Almanza ............................. TOC 1
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*Anderson ................................. 30
*Andrews .................................. 30
*Ansbach ..................................... 7
Arbuckle .................................... 11
*Ardery ....................................... 7
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Bailey .................................. 13, 21
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*Barlow ................................. 7, 30
*Barne ......................................... 7
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*Barris ......................................... 7
*Bateman .................................. 30
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*Beaghler .................................... 7
*Becky ...................................... 16
*Bedford...................................... 1
Behler ........................................ 35
*Benbary ................................... 30
Beneditti ..................... TOC 1, 2, 5
*Bentley ...................................... 9
*Benton ..................................... 42
*Berra ........................................ 25
*Berryhill .................................... 7
*Binswanger (misspelled Binswnager) .................................. TOC 2
*Bird.......................................... 17
*Bishop ..................................... 29
Blackburn .................................... 5
*Blackson .................................. 30
*Blair ......................................... 30
*Blossom................................... 41
BoDair ....................................... 41
*Bohart ........................................ 7

*Boone ...................................... 29
*Bowen ....................................... 7
*Bradbury .................................... 7
Bratek ........................................ 19
*Breit ........................................... 7
*Brige ........................................ 30
Bringman ................................... 14
Brissey ....................................... 31
*Brooks ..................................... 34
*Brown ................................ 35, 42
Brzozowski ................................ 18
Bunten ................................. 11, 12
Burke ......................................... 26
*Burke ....................................... 26
Burkley ...................................... 37
*Burkley .................................... 37
Burris ......................................... 11
*Byrn ......................................... 30
Cahill ........................................... 3
*Callaghan................................... 4
*Cambron .................................... 1
*Campbell ................................. 30
*Capp ........................................ 11
*Carland ...................................... 7
*Carolus .................................... 20
Cash ........................................... 23
*Caughlan ................................... 4
Chadwick................................... 32
*Chapman ................................... 7
*Cleveland................................. 32
*Cockran ..................................... 7
Coker .................................. TOC 1
*Colby ......................................... 7
*Collins ....................................... 4
Como ......................................... 17
*Conant ..................................... 30
Condon ........................................ 2
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Cook .......................................... 31
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*Dittemore ................................ 16
Dorsey ....................................... 17
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