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Announcements
Website
The response to the new website has
been overwhelmingly positive. Thanks
to everybody who has sent their
comments and suggestions, which are
always most welcome. And we are glad
to hear that you‘ve had the chance to
visit the website. New family names are
being added almost daily, so please be
sure to check the site often as your
research progresses.
Email
Please remember that if you would
prefer to receive your Newsletter and/or
quarterly Journal via email, we are
happy to oblige. Let us know at
admin@nwmogenealogy.com and we
will add you to the email distribution
list. About thirty members have signed
up for this service so far and the list
keeps growing. Remember, we will
never share, rent, or sell your email
information!
We appreciate your efforts to help us
save on paper and postage by receiving
your publications by email. It is
possible to just sign up for EITHER the
newsletter OR the journal - you can
keep receiving one in paper and the
other electronic, if you desire. Soon,
you will be able to choose electronic or
postal delivery of the journal and
newsletter on our website; this
improvement should be ready sometime
in the first quarter.
Also, please be advised that even if you
choose to continue receiving your
communications via the postal mail, we
email updates and advance notification
of special events to those for whom we
have an email address on file. If you
would like to share your email just for
that purpose, please let us know.
Those members with email addresses
from SuddenLink.net or stjoelive.com
(Continued on page 27)

President’s Corner
I hope you have all had a wonderful holiday season and
that this newsletter finds you in good health. It does
seem impossible that we are already in 2012, doesn‘t it?
Remember just yesterday when everybody was worried
about all the computers in the world crashing on January
1, 2000?
Please join me in welcoming Pamela Montgomery to the
all-volunteer staff at the NWMGS! Pamela has agreed to
become our newsletter editor. She is an online instructor
of English and will bring a great, fresh new look to the newsletter. We thank her heartily
for stepping up and filling in the shoes of our long-time editor, Jo Mayse, who retired from
the job in October. Pamela has many great ideas and I hope you enjoy what she has in
store!
In the last newsletter I asked you all to please complete a survey. I apologize the survey
was not sent out with that newsletter, but it was included in the envelope with the Journal,
which you should have received a few short weeks ago. Again, I ask you to please consider
filling out the survey, if you haven‘t already, and return it to us in the self-addressed envelope which was provided. Your opinion matters!
Thank you to our valued members for all of your support in 2011! We couldn‘t succeed
without your help. 

Beginning genealogy class starts March 3, 2012
Sharlene Miller, a certified genealogist and fellow NWMGS member, has agreed to lead a
class for those who are interested in beginning genealogy. This is a wonderful opportunity
to pick up new skills, learn about proper documentation and other types of documents you
may not have considered, learn to create a research log, and many other skills. Even if
you‘ve been working on your tree for awhile, this class is sure to have tips and tricks you
can employ in the pursuit of that elusive ancestor! As a member, you receive a discount on
the 8 week class. Non-members pay $40, members $35.
We will meet from 10:30 a.m. to Noon on Saturday mornings, beginning March 3, 2012.
The first hour will be instructional time and then the next half hour will give you time to
peruse the library, look at the resources available, and put to use the new knowledge you‘ve
gained. On the first and third Saturdays, when we are open until 4:00 p.m., we hope you
will stay and make a day of it, get to know our staff, and rediscover Great-Great-Grandma.
In order to ensure sufficient instructional resources, we must limit the class to the first 15
people who complete the registration form, which can be found on the website and can be
printed and mailed, or brought into the library. If you wish to pay online using your PayPal
account, please send us an email and we will be happy to help. We want to give our members the first opportunity to attend the class, so if you are interested, please let us know
right away—we already have some eager students signed up, so don‘t delay. We will begin
advertising the class to the general public in a few weeks!
See page 32 for the class schedule. 
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Board Members

Can you help us identify this woman?

President ................... Kelly Alvarado
Vice President ........... Betty Williams Anslinger
Recording Secretary .. Kenneth Cox
Corresponding
Secretary .................... Carol Almanza
Treasurer .................. John Atkinson
Member At Large ...... Carol Almanza
Member At Large ...... Carolyn Garver
Past President ........... John Hutchcraft

Here we have a Lost Lady, all dressed up and
no place to go. Can you help us reunite her
with her family? 

Committee Chairpersons
Internet ...................... Kelly Alvarado
Journal ...................... Rose Hutchcraft
Librarian .................. Connie McCoy
Maintenance ............. John Hutchcraft
Membership .............. Rose Hutchcraft
Newsletter Editor ...... Pamela Montgomery
Publications ............... Deloris Foster
Public Relations......... John Hutchcraft

Fun Fact:
From June 1, 2011 through
December 31, 2011 our library
was visited by just over 300
people from 23 states .

General Meetings:
4th Thursday of April, June, September at 7:00
p.m.; 3rd Thursday of November at 7:00 p.m. at
the Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph,
MO.
Executive Meetings:
2nd Thursday of January, March, May, July,
September, & November at 3:00 p.m. at the
Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO.
This newsletter is published four times a year by
the Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society as
a medium for the exchange of information between members. Readers are encouraged to
submit articles. All contributions will be considered. The editors reserve the right to make editorial changes in manuscripts, which they believe will improve the material without altering
the intended meaning. The opinions expressed
in this periodical do not necessarily represent the
views of the Northwest Missouri Genealogical
Society or its officers. Articles represent the
authors‘ opinions and ideas and do not necessarily have official sanction, nor does inclusion here
imply approval or recommendation.
Annual dues:
$15 in the USA
$20 in Canada and Mexico
$25 in all other countries
To receive a membership card returned to you by
mail, please enclose a self-addressed stamped
envelope.
Library Hours:
Tuesday ........................ 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed./Thurs./Fri. ............ 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturday & 4th Sunday
of the Month ................. Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Closed January and February.

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
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St. Joseph MO 64502

Obituaries at your fingertips
When is the last time you took a look for obituaries in newspapers throughout northwest
Missouri? Never, you say? Maybe that‘s because you didn‘t know those newspapers had
abstracts and indexes! An extraordinary obituary resource like these newspapers is often
overlooked because they are not available locally, and because of the huge time investment
to search them if you travel to their repository, or even get them on interlibrary loan. But
now it‘s time to find those obituaries without traveling and without glaring at microfilm!
Kenny Cox and his sister Doris Letts have spent many hours extracting obituaries from
newspapers on microfilm they borrowed from libraries across the region. The newspapers
date from Northwest Missouri‘s beginnings up to 1910 for most of the 9 counties we cover.
Each obituary publication contains both the abstracts (full text of the obituaries) and the
index to the abstracts (names of those mentioned in the obituaries), making it fast and easy
for you to find the exact obituary you are looking for. The obituary publications are available to our members on our library shelves. Our latest addition to the obituary collection is
the Atchison County Missouri Deaths From Local Newspapers 1890 - 1910.
If you prefer to own the obituary publications, or want to give one as a gift, they are all
available in both PDF and booklet format. The collections range in price from $2.50 to $16
for the Atchison County publication. Upon request, we can also burn your purchase to a
CD and mail it to you. Members receive a 10% discount!
The complete list of publications we have available can be found on the website,
www.nwmogenealogy.com.
Get ‗em while they‘re hot! 

New computers are in service
The NWMGS is happy to announce that we were able to purchase three new computers in
December, making a great addition to the library resources. One will be designated for our
librarian, Connie, since the one she was using previously was an absolute dinosaur. The
other two will be placed in the middle of the tables and will be available to our researchers.
These are very nice 23 inch touch screen computers with wi-fi connection to the internet.
Researchers who would like to augment their in-library research with internet searches will
be pleased to see this addition. If you have your family tree saved with an online service,
such as myheritage.com or ancestry.com, you will be able to access and update your tree at
the library as you are researching. We are very pleased to have the ability to bring this new
tool to our members and hope you will take advantage of them as soon as we re-open in
March! 
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(Continued from page 25)

may have experienced difficulties contacting us
in the past; however, after many months of
phone calls, email exchanges and testing, we
believe the issue is FINALLY resolved! If you
sent an email prior to the 10th of December and
did not receive a response, please try us again!
We apologize for the inconvenience, but are
happy to see it working properly again.
Obituaries
Two of our members have been very active in
transcribing and sending obituaries for posting
on the website. In fact, we have already
connected two long lost cousins to each other!
Will you be the next one to enjoy such a family
reunion? If you have obits and are willing to
transcribe them and send them to us, let us
know. This is a win-win situation for
everybody involved!

Volunteer opportunities for you!
Our at-home volunteers have made a large contribution to our
growing database of publications and surnames. We couldn‘t
succeed without them and we thank them for their contribution!
Our cemetery photographing team has called a halt to their
activities for the winter months; however, if you are interested
in participating when the weather warms up again in Spring,
(yes, it will come again!) please be sure to let us know. It is a great form of mild exercise,
and it can be done at your own pace, on your own schedule. We just like to coordinate who
is doing what cemetery so we do not have a duplication of efforts.
We can use volunteers in lots of other great ways. Many people assume that to volunteer
means they will be assisting other patrons, and this can be a scary notion for those who
don‘t feel they know the library well enough. But nothing is further from the truth!
None of these activities requires any special genealogical skill or any special commitment
of time. If you have an irregular schedule and can do some of these things for a few hours
here and there, we would welcome the additional set of helping hands!

PayPal
Yearly membership dues, gifts, publications,
research fees and donations to the NWMGS can
all be made via our PayPal service. If you have
questions about these options, email us at
library@nwmogenealogy.com, or call the
library and leave a message for Connie.

We need volunteers for all these activities:

 Generate a list of duplicate copies





(Continued on page 30)

Reorganize and condense files
Stick labels on envelopes
Condense multiple collections into one
Contact cemeteries, churches, and other
records repositories to ask about donating copies of their records.

of publications

 Abstract certain publications, such
as the Catholic Tribune

 Make mailing lists of schools
 Coordinate advertising activities
 Type lists

To volunteer, contact us: admin@nwmogenealogy.com



The Life and Times of William Bent
John Atkinson will bring his considerable character acting skills to bear when he becomes William
Bent on April 26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m., on the 14th floor of the Corby Building.
Choosing not to follow in the footsteps of his father, a Missouri Supreme Court Judge, Bent operated
Bent‘s Fort in what is now southern Colorado. The fort was the one safe harbor on the Santa Fe Trail
between Missouri and the Taos/Santa Fe area, a stretch of 800 miles, and a rough go on horseback or in
a wagon. One can only imagine the bedraggled souls that held onto the image of Fort Bent as they
plodded across the barren, hostile plains. The fort served weary travelers from 1833 until 1849, operating under the supervision of William and his brothers Charles and Ceran St. Vrain.
Bent‘s Fort was also headquarters for the brothers‘ fur trading company, competing with John Jacob
Astor‘s American Fur Company. The brothers also traded in Indian blankets and robes, New Mexico
sheep, and other livestock necessary for crossing and settling in the plains, and for outfitting government troops. During the Mexican War, Bent acted as a guide for U.S. troops into New Mexico to engage the enemy.
Bent burned down his colossal adobe fort in 1849 and built a new fort further down the Arkansas River,
establishing the first permanent white settlement in Colorado. Not long after, the Gold Rush ensued,
and Colorado was flooded with white settlers who eventually took over the region for themselves.

John Atkinson as William Bent

In his program, John portrays William Bent, reflecting over the 60 years of his colorful life. ―William
Bent‖ will share stories of his efforts to bring harmony to a culturally diverse region, where tensions
eventually boiled over. ―William‖ will also let us in on the mysteries surrounding his last wife, Adalina
Harvey, and the marking of her grave in 2005 in Pueblo, Colorado, and enlighten us on Bent‘s acquaintanceship with Antoine Robidoux. Mark your calendars and don‘t miss John‘s stunning program:
April 26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m., on the 14 th floor of the Corby Building. 

John is certainly well qualified to portray an American frontiersman, having served in many capacities in the Santa Fe Trail Association since
1996, including in the role of Vice President and as a member of the Board of Directors. John is also a past president of the Missouri River Outfitters Chapter and currently serves as its Treasurer. 
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Swiss program a hit!
Submitted by Betty Anslinger

We are still savoring the moments of the Swiss program on
November 17th in the historic Corby Building 14th
Floor Grain Exchange Ballroom. What an enjoyable evening that was! Attendance was approximately 65 people. The Swiss
visitors had as much fun doing the program as we had as the audience.
Extremely impressive was their introduction with the Swiss national anthem. I saw many misty eyes during those strains
from a beloved country left behind as the anthem stirred
thoughts of the Swiss migration to America. As the
anthem filled the room, we remembered
our Swiss ancestors who left their
homeland, never to return, making the sacrifice for a new life in
America—it was an emotional
time.
Native Swiss music entertained us throughout the program as John Knechtenhofer played the alphorn beautifully. He tells me that a new alphorn
is being constructed for him to enable him to perform in any venue, in various keys, harmonizing with other instruments. Paving the way for
John‘s haunting alphorn solo, Lynn Liechti yodeled and played the Schwyzerörgeli, a type of little accordion that defines that sound we all recognize as Swiss polka music. The Schwyzerörgeli is peculiar to Switzerland and rarely found outside its borders. Lynn, self-taught at both yodeling and playing the Schwyzerörgeli, played this unique instrument in an outstanding manner. John and Lynn plan to do more performances together, so we hope to be hearing them again soon.
In addition to music, Edner Rudolph presented fascinating Swiss artifacts. His sister Jean Weber (Lynn's mother) had baked a Swiss dessert and
passed around delicious samples. Many new friendships were forged over Jean‘s Swiss delicacy, and many old relationships renewed to the
sound of old world music. It was an evening that no one wanted to end and is still a topic of conversation. 

Lynn Liechti yodels and plays the
Schwyzerörgeli .

John Knechtenhofer accompanies Lynn on the alphorn.

Swiss program photographs courtesy of April Frieling, Community
Life and Transportation Director, Corby Place Senior Living
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Our St. Joseph Treasured Images Volume 2
In 2002 the St. Joseph News-Press published a volume of work that captured the beauty
and wonder of St. Joseph ―back in the day‖ and published about 5,000 books. It was so
successful and they received so many additional contributions that they published a second volume to share the many wonderful photographs with the larger public.
We are lucky to be partnered with the SJNP to bring you this second volume. The original selling price for the book was $39.95; however, as a NWMGS member, you can purchase the book for only $20. For our local members, books can be purchased at the library by stopping by during our local hours.
If you would like us to mail it to you (or someone else as a gift), please include a $4 shipping and handling charge with your payment. The books can be purchased using your
PayPal account or by simply mailing in a check/money order/cash. A small amount of the
purchase price does stay with the NWMGS. We think anybody who researches in St.
Joseph and enjoys the history of the city will have hours of fun looking through this book!


REMINDER
As a non-profit organization,
we need to know who visits
the library, so please
remember to sign in and give
us your zip code when
visiting the library!

Were you shopping at Katz that day?
Maybe you went in to get a cherry phosphate, or a fresh limeade, or an old fashioned soda. Maybe your mom ordered you a toasted chicken salad
sandwich for lunch. Or maybe you begged her for a nickel to ride the mechanical horse that looked like Trigger. Or maybe you just hung around
outside waiting for the bus so you could get home to watch Roy Rogers and Dale Evans. Don‘t miss your chance to enjoy those old memories with
your kids and grandkids. Order your copy of Our St. Joseph Treasured Images Volume 2 today. If you want to make a purchase during the library‘s January/February hiatus, call Kelly on her cell 816-752-1348 and she will arrange a time to meet you at the library. 
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1940 census at last!

(Continued from page 27)

Three officers to be elected
Three offices are up for election this year: Vice
President, Treasurer, and Member-at-Large.
Elections are open to members of the
NWMGS. All offices are elected to a two year
term. Officers are expected to attend all Board
meetings and serve on committees as needed. If
you are interested in being considered for the
ballot on April 26, please send a letter no later
than April 15th letting us know of your desire
to serve and in which capacity.
Address your request for consideration to:
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 382
St. Joseph MO 64502


Genealogists are gearing up for the release of the 1940 census in April 2012. Three genealogy organizations are preparing to create an index of this massive document: Archives.com, FamilySearch International, and findmypast.com, which will all offer free online
access to the index and the images of the original pages as soon as the indexes are completed.
These companies are soliciting volunteers to transcribe the
handwritten sheets into the searchable index. If you are
interested in volunteering to transcribe, go to this website:
www.the1940census.com. If you volunteer, be prepared to
work: the census contains about 130 million names! It is
estimated that the 1940 census indexing will require ―tens of
thousands‖ of volunteers over and above the already large
volunteer staffs available to these organizations.

Send us your surnames!

The 1940 census is riding a wave of renewed interest in genealogy around the world. Its release in April will provide a
whole new resource for ancestor hunters, but no estimates have
been given for how long it will take to transcribe the original
documents. Chip in and bring that ancestor out of the shadows! 

Don‘t do your genealogy research in a vacuum.
Let your hidden cousins help you by emailing
the surnames you are researching to
admin@nwmogenealogy.com.

Join us for the Debut of the 1940 Census!

We‘ll post your surnames and your contact
information on the website and in the Journal
so that readers can connect with you by mail or
email if they have information about your family. This service is free for members. Your
cousins are waiting!

Genealogists have been waiting 72 years for the 1940 census to be released, and now, on
Monday April 2, 2012, the census will finally make its debut to the public.

To celebrate the release of the 1940 census, we’re having a party!
Monday April 2, 2012
7 to 9 p.m.
East Hills Library
St. Joseph, MO

Send us your countries!
NWMGS is also adding a new feature to the
surname listing! A few members have requested some type of network with fellow researchers who are working on families from the
same country. Such a network will provide
information exchange about available resources
and ways/places to search in specific countries,
rather than on an actual family name.

Be on hand for the festivities:
 7 p.m.: Historical presentation by Jessica Edgar, from the National
Archives and Record Administration
 After presentation: Refreshments, Big Band music, photo slide
show, and a sneak peek of genuine 1940 census images from our
area
 Around 8:30 to 9:00: Raffle drawing

For example, if you are searching for your Irish
roots, you may have come to a halt in your
research because you are unsure of where to
look for the types of records you need. The
network will allow you to contact others doing
Irish research to see if they may have the answer you are looking for.

Our event will be a fundraiser for the Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society, a non-profit
501 (c) (3) corporation, helping us update our technology and purchase additional subscription services for your research needs.

If you would like your email address added to
the list of researchers for any particular country, please email us at
admin@nwmogenealogy.com.


Your pix on the website
If you have historic pictures from any of the
towns in our 9 county area, we‘d love to showcase them on the banner of our website. The
banner pictures roll automatically in a slide
show, and your treasured family photo could
become part of history on our site. Send it in;
we‘ll be happy to use it! 

Raffle tickets sell for $1 each, or $5 for 6 tickets and can be purchased by mail or in person at
the NWMGS Library when we reopen in March 2012.
Prizes: Watch the website (www.nwmogenealogy.com) to view raffle prizes as they are
added throughout January, February, and March!
You need not be present to win, but if you are present for the drawing, you will have your
choice of prizes! Join us for the fun!
Help us ―decorate‖ our event with your personal photos. If you have photos you would like
to display in our slide show, email them to us and we‘ll include them.
Fun fact: the 1940 census will be the first census to bypass the microfilming process and go
straight to digital format. The NWMGS library is equipped with new computers and a fast
internet connection for you to view the new digital census. Remember, it will be some time
before the 1940 census is indexed (see the article above), but our capable volunteer staff can
help you find your ancestors with just a little information about their general whereabouts in
1940. 
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Welcome New Members
John D. Corcoran
Cookville, TN
Katherine Diane Nunn
St. Joseph, MO
Holly D. Homan
Edwall, WA
Janet K. Beiner
North Glenn, CO
Walter Kneib
Owasso, OK

Donations
Carol Almanza
The St. Joseph Cathedral Parish 1845—1995
Kelly Alvarado
Atchison Township Cemeteries, Nodaway Co., MO
Grant Township Cemeteries, Nodaway Co., MO
Jackson Township Cemeteries, Nodaway Co., MO
Lincoln Township Cemeteries, Nodaway Co., MO
White Cloud Township Cemeteries, Nodaway Co., MO
Union Township Cemeteries, Nodaway Co., MO
James Quinn
Sesquicentennial History of Worth Co., MO 1861—2011
Worth Co. MO 2011 Plat Book

Dean Kerns
St. Joseph, MO

Juanita Haskins
Clinton Co., MO Marriages Mar 1917—Dec 1918 (Printed copy from microfiche file)
Cole Family Bible

Kathy Hall
Shoreline, WA

Sandra L.(Brinkman) Tidewell
The Brinkman Family Story

Robert Haynes
St. Joseph, MO

Jane Beal
Information on the Anthony & William Clemmens Families

Loretta J. Snuffer
King City, MO

John & Rose Hutchcraft
Journals of the Andrew County Historical Society

Dan Morgan
Ft. Collins, CO

Juanita L. Boyce
Oklahoma Society DAR Biennial Proceedings 2004—2006
The Peopling of British North America
National Genealogical Society Library Book List 1978
Polk Co. AR Genealogical Society Newsletter March 1987
Polk Co. AR Pioneers June 1989
Choctaw Emigration Records 1831—1856 Vol. 1

Frank Rueckert
Osborn, MO
Jackie Stegeman
Howard, CO
Kristen Cart, Janice Osborn
Ashland, ME
Roberta Parker
Broken Arrow, OK
Jane Beal
Bates City, MO

Martha Branson
Handbook for Genealogical Correspondence
Edwin Brown
Descendants of James Brown (17-1833)

Monetary Donations

Carol Burns
St. Joseph, MO

Judy Palmer

Darold & Julene Younger
St. Joseph, MO

Mary Newton
William B. Lyman
Donald Morgan
Marilyn Morgan
Robert & Rosemary Emnett
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March 31, 2012: Court Records
- Types of court records
- How to obtain court records
- Probate file – a case study
- Citing court records

Genealogy Class Schedule
March 3, 2012: Getting Started
- Historical background of genealogy
- How to get started
- What type of information is there?
- Using standard forms to organize facts
-Tour

April 7, 2012: No Class – Easter Weekend

March 10, 2012: Analyzing Documents & Organization
- Organization
- Types of sources
- Understanding sources
- Analyzing sources for information & quality
- Cite your sources
- Developing a research plan
March 17, 2012: Vital Records & Census Records
- Who, what, when, where, why & how of vital records
- Census records – Types of census records
- What information do they contain; they are not all the same
- Finding your ancestor in the census
- Using census replacements for missing census records
- Citing census records
March 24, 2012: Finding Biographical Information
- Types of sources
- Where to find biographical information
- How trustworthy is it?
- Using biographical information to develop research plan
- Citing biographical information

April 14, 2012: Land Records
- Types of land records – federal, state, county
- Where to find land records
- Understanding legal descriptions
- Mapping information
- Citing land records
April 21, 2012: Military Record, Naturalization
- Types of records to be found
- Why are military records important for genealogists
- What information is in military records
- Obtaining military records
- What is a Naturalization record?
- Understanding the naturalization process
- Why use naturalization records
- Citing military and naturalization records
April 28, 2012: When all else fails -- what else can you do?
- Various repositories
- Writing for genealogical information
- Using the internet
- Can DNA testing help
- Wrap-up
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