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Announcements
The Journal
In the last issue of the newsletter, we announced that The Journal would be published quarterly
along with the newsletter. However, after producing the first issue, we now realize that quarterly
was a little too ambitious.
Since The Journal is produced
by two volunteers, time constraints will limit publication to
twice a year beginning in 2013,
March and October. The issues
will be so full of information and
entertainment that it just might
take you six months to read them
anyway!
Please let us know how we’re
doing. Send your feedback for
The Journal to Kelly at
admin@nwmogenealogy.com.
Membership

The NWMGS is happy to offer
two new options for renewing
your membership. We will now
have a 3-year option, with a discount of $5 and a 5-year option,
with a discount of $10. We understand that it is hard to keep track
of when the renewal date comes
around. These options will save
stamps, envelopes, checks and,
best of all, time and money!
REMEMBER - Effective January 1, 2013, the yearly membership for the NWMGS will be $20
per year.
(Continued on page 3)

President’s Corner
Just the other day, my darling husband said, “What do you want for Christmas,
honey?” Naturally, a song came to mind:
On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
12 death certificates
11 marriage licenses
10 birth certificates
9 headstone pictures
8 probate files
7 baptism records
6 living cousins
5 tax receipts
4 pension files
3 photographs—labeled
2 family bibles
And one finished family tree!
And then I said, “One trip to the NWMGS library will give me all that!” 

All-Night Research Event
Mark your calendars for the evening of February 2, 2013! We will have a
fun-filled evening with some music, pizza, and a whole lot of researching
going on from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m.—that’s right, 2 a.m.! Participants can use this
dedicated time to label pictures, concentrate on breaking down that brick
wall, ask for advice from fellow family historians, browse the microfilm collection, or use any of the NWMGS library
materials. You can use our hand scanner,
or the new slide/film converter too!
Cost is $20 for non-members, $15 for
members, which can be paid at the door—
send an email to reserve your spot. Bring a
snack to share! Bring a friend or family
member! If they join the NWMGS during
that evening, they will receive the member
discount immediately, and you'll receive 3
months added to your membership!
Please email admin@nwmogenealogy to
reserve your spot!


Happy New Year 2013!
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
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Board Members
President ................... Kelly Alvarado
Vice President ........... Betty Williams Anslinger
Recording Secretary .. Kenneth Cox
Corresponding
Secretary .................... Carol Almanza
Treasurer .................. Doni Mollus
Member At Large ...... Carol Almanza
Member At Large ...... Saula Nelson-Sproat
Past President ........... John Hutchcraft
Committee Chairpersons
Internet ...................... Kelly Alvarado
The Journal ............... Pamela Montgomery &
Terry Turbak
Librarian .................. Connie McCoy
Maintenance ............. John Hutchcraft
Membership .............. Kelly Alvarado
Newsletter Editor ...... Pamela Montgomery
Publications ............... Deloris Foster
Public Relations......... Open to a volunteer
General Meetings:
4th Thursday of April, June, September at 7:00
p.m.; 3rd Thursday of November at 7:00 p.m. at
the Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph,
MO.
Executive Meetings:
Second Thursday each month, at 3:00 p.m. at
the Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph,
MO.
This newsletter is published four times a year
by the Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society as a medium for the exchange of information between members. Readers are encouraged
to submit articles. All contributions will be
considered. The editors reserve the right to
make editorial changes in manuscripts, which
they believe will improve the material without
altering the intended meaning. The opinions
expressed in this periodical do not necessarily
represent the views of the Northwest Missouri
Genealogical Society or its officers. Articles
represent the authors’ opinions and ideas and do
not necessarily have official sanction, nor does
inclusion here imply approval or recommendation.
Annual dues:
$20 in the USA
$30 in Canada and Mexico
$40 in all other countries
Library Hours:
Tuesday ................... 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed./Thurs./Fri. ....... 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturday & 4th Sunday
of the Month ............ Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Closed January and February.

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 382
412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO
St. Joseph MO 64502
816-233-0524
Website: http://nwmogenealogy.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/NWMGS

Spotlight Volunteer
Dave Bridenstine joined the
NWMGS as a volunteer last
summer, helping with the
cemetery photographing project.
He has helped with one cemetery
and done three on his own.
Dave is a native of St. Joseph
and a graduate of Lafayette High
School. During his senior year at
Lafayette, he joined the Air
National Guard, retiring as a
recruiter for the 139th Airlift
Wing at Rosecrans Field in 1994.
He and his wife Nancy, who
passed away in 2000, raised two
sons and daughter. Since
retiring, he has taken the time to
travel with his three grandsons,
and now works part time for
OATS.
Dave joined the NWMGS to help with Missouri research for his brother and
cousin. After doing what genealogy research he could for them, he decided to
volunteer and help out with other projects at the library. We can’t thank Dave
enough for giving so generously of his time! 

Debut of The Journal
Enclosed with this newsletter
you will find the latest edition of
The Journal, its maiden edition in
its new format. We would love to
hear your feedback on the new format!
You will notice a feature called
Dear Genie, a place for you to ask
advice about researching. We will
pick one or two for each edition of
The Journal, so please submit your
research questions to be answered
by our magical Genie.
Our next issue will focus on
Women, especially researching female ancestors, which can be a
challenge. We need our members’
submissions so we can share your
stories and help our fellowmembers enjoy a successful genealogy experience.
If you have an interesting
woman in your family tree, we want
to hear about her and how you
learned about her. If you have photos, we would love to publish them
with your story. Your subjects do
not have to be part of the far distant
past; they can be more recent, since
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society

our publication will provide research material for future generations. For example, do you have
women in your family who served
in the armed forces of any war?
Are you aware of any criminal
women in your family (we all like a
good criminal, as long as it’s in the
past….)? Do you have a story of
heroism among your female ancestors? Do you know of an ancestor
who raised an extraordinary number
of children, or who reared someone
who became famous? Who was a
single mother? Who held an unusual job for a woman? Who was
an inventor or jurist or writer? Do
you have your grandmother’s diary?
We all have exceptional women
in our family trees—we want to
hear about yours. Email your stories and photos to
admin@nwmogenealogy.com, or
mail them to Northwest Missouri
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box
382, St. Joseph, MO 64502. You
can also bring them by the library
during our open season and hours.
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(Announcements Continued from page 1)

Online Store

Class Topics
We are always looking for topics
for our popular genealogy classes.
What would you like to learn
about? Just let us know and we’ll
develop a class! Contact Kelly at
admin@nwmogenealogy.com.

GREAT news! The NWMGS has a new online store,
where you can purchase T-shirts, sweatshirts, hats, mugs,
mousepads, coasters, and so much more!
Each item is printed when YOU order it, and delivered
right to your home. Your size and your color are always
available. V-neck, crew neck, short sleeve, long sleeve—
whatever your style, we’ve got it!
A portion of each purchase price goes to help support the
NWMGS. Check it out at: www.cafepress.com/NWMGS.
Remember your favorite genealogist at Christmas!

Beginning Genealogy Class
Last March we held our first Beginning Genealogy class in several years.
We had such a strong response that we
are going to repeat the class in Spring
2013. If you or someone you know is
interested in learning the basics about
the kinds of records that are available,
proper genealogical citations, and best
practice techniques, please consider
attending this class. The details are in
the Calendar section of this newsletter.

Wear your gene
pride!

Do you eat, sleep,
and drink gene?

Carry your gene
stuff in style!

Gene for one and
all!

A Huge THANK YOU!
On November 10, more than 20 eager volunteers showed up to help us
move the 251 books from Midwest
Microfilm Graphics to the basement of
the NWMGS library. We are eternally
grateful to all of those who gave their
time and energies to this project!
During January/February, when the
library is closed, we will catalog all of
these books and be able to give details
about what is included in this recent
addition. A vast majority deal with real
estate and/or property taxes for both the
City of St. Joseph and Buchanan
County. The oldest book we saw was
1871, and some as recent as the early
1940’s.

Officer Elections
The NWMGS has six elected officers: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and two
Members-At-Large. Each office is
elected for a two year period. Each
year elections are held for 1/2, or 3, of
the officers. This year the office of
President, Member-At-Large and Recording Secretary will be elected during our regular April meeting. If you
would like to be considered for one of
these positions, please write a brief
letter letting us know of your interest,
by no later than March 30, 2013. If
you would like more information on
the roles, please email
(Continued on page 5)

Donations
Monetary Donations
Judy Palmer, Bob Haynes, Louise Mueller
Clyde Weeks
Family Tree Archives CD #189
Diane Carolus
 Personal History of Jacob Carolus
 Carolus Since the Civil War
 Calvary Cemetery, St. Joseph, MO
 Collecting Dead Relatives
 Tracing Your Roots
 Four Atlases & Picture Book of Andrew County, MO
 The Source – A Guidebook of American Genealogy
 Goodspeed’s 1888 of Andrew & DeKalb Counties, MO
 Andrew County, MO – A Community
 Newspaper Gleanings of Andrew County, MO & Surrounding Counties
 Early Fillmore, MO
 Fillmore, MO Cemetery Records Vol. IV
 Andrew County Cemeteries; Women of Andrew County, MO
 Cemetery Inscriptions Vols. 1, II, III, IV
 1850 Census of Andrew County, MO
 1860 Census of Andrew County, MO
 Special Eleventh Census 1890, plus Mortality Schedules 1850, 1860,
1870, 1880
 102 Cousins Vol. I
 Marriage Records of Andrew County, MO 1856-1870 Plus
Naturalization Records (2 copies)
 Some Birth Records from Andrew County, MO Newspapers to 1899
 Andrew County, MO Wills 1841-1882 (2 Copies)
(Continued on page 6)
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Irish Research
The Ulster Historical Foundation, a group that specializes in
northern Ireland and Scot-Irish research, will send representatives to
the United States for a tour in
March of 2013. As we go to print,
their entire agenda is not yet finalized; however, we do know they
will present a one-day seminar at
the Irish Museum in Kansas City
on March 21. If their travel plans
allow, they will stop at the
NWMGS library to give a onehour overview of Irish research and
how their organization can help
those with Irish/Scot-Irish ancestors, and if time allows, one-on-one
consultations. As soon as plans are
finalized, we will post the details
on the website and on our Facebook page, and we will email those
who have shared their email address with us.
The Ulster folks have also
agreed to perform a webinar with
the NWGMS members in April/
May of 2013, after their return
from the US tour. Look for all
those details in the next newsletter.
The webinar will be a great way for
our long-distance members to participate! 

Ah-ha Moments
Do you have an “A-ha!” moment that happened from doing
research with NWMGS? One
lucky person each quarter will receive a free year’s membership just
for sharing that story with us! 

Remember, the library is
closed January and
February . . .
We’ll see you in March!

Sponsor A Chair
We’ve had an enthusiastic response from our members to sponsor a chair
in honor/memory of an ancestor. A total of 10 personalized chairs have been
ordered, giving our research patrons a much more comfortable seating area
than the old folding chairs. Our many thanks to those who helped the library
with this much needed improvement! 

Free Library of Congress Webinar
Have you ever used the Library of Congress (LOC) website for your genealogical research? If not, you don't know what you are missing! Sometimes, our ancestors are “invisible” except in the records that are generally
available to us, like the census and death certificates. But the LOC has a vast
storehouse of tidbits of common daily documents like diaries, oral histories,
music, travelogues, letters and much much more, documents that can shed
light on who our ancestors were.
NWMGS now has the inside track to the LOC: On March 5th from 1:00 2:00 p.m., Judy Graves, LOC staffer, will conduct a webinar designed just for
the NWMGS.
For this event you have two options: 1) if you want to participate from
home, send an email to admin@nwmogenealogy.com with your name and
email address, and we'll get you signed up. A few days before the webinar,
the LOC will email you a link and a login. 2) If you aren't comfortable with
the webinar process or don't have access to the internet from home and would
like to learn more, you can come
down to the NWMGS library at
1:00 p.m. March 5, 2013, when we
will be connected to the webinar as
a group.
Either way, this webinar is FREE
to all who participate. Registration
deadline is February 24th!! 
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
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Announcements (Continued from page 3)

admin@nwmogenealogy.com and
we’ll be happy to discuss them with
you.

Board Meetings
The Board of the NWMGS is comprised of all of the elected officers, as
well as the Chairperson of each committee. Together this group decides on
the projects and direction of the Society. The Board meets at the library on
the second Thursday of each month, at
3 p.m. All members are encouraged to
attend the Board meetings to have their
voices heard.

Welcome!
The NWMGS is happy to announce
we have two new volunteers helping us
at the NWMGS: Sandi Baker and
Carol Carley.

Upgrades to the Library
Besides our
comfy new chairs,
the library has
also recently been
able to install
three new brass
plated floor outlets
to accommodate
the increasing
number of researchers who
come with their
laptops and need a
place to plug in
while they are at
the library. The
Carl Jennings of Action Electric installed the floor outlets.
While he was working, he became so interested in what we do
outlets also allow
us more flexibility that he joined! Thanks for the great work, Carl, and congratulations on joining our society!
when using the
space for our programs and presentations.
The library has also
acquired a new big
screen TV, which will
make our classes and
webinars much more
enjoyable and user
friendly. The screen is
big enough to be seen
comfortably by everyone in the room, no matter where they’re sitting.

Sandi Baker

Both ladies are fairly new to family
research but are learning fast! Sandi is
volunteering every Thursday and every

Carol Carley

other Wednesday, and Carol is volunteering every other Wednesday. While
we are happy to have these two ladies,
we are still in need of more volunteers

The NWMGS also recently acquired a nifty little machine that converts
your slides and 35 mm film negatives into digital format! This is a great way
to be able to share all those memorable moments with the younger generation, make them available to loved ones who are far away by copying them to
a disk, or uploading them on a shared internet site.
As a member, you may to come to the library and
use this machine yourself—we'll give you a brief
lesson and then turn you loose, since the converter is really quite simple to operate. However, if you’d like us to do it for you, a small
fee will be charged based on the number of
slides and/or negatives you want to convert. To use the converter yourself, call
or email Kelly to reserve an appointment
time: 816-752-1348 or
admin@nwmogenealogy.com. 

(Continued on page 6)
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Announcements (Continued from page 5)

to help carry the NWMGS forward. If
you have a few hours and can help out,
we would love to hear from you!

Girl Scout Initiative
The NWMGS will be reaching out
to the Girl Scouts in the NW Missouri
and NE Kansas region (all 47 counties!) in the upcoming months, by providing programming and encouraging
the girls to get interested in their families’ histories. Most of us probably
wish we had started earlier, asked the
questions of our grandparents while we
had the chance, and appreciated the
details of those often repeated stories
when we could. Our goal is to help the
younger generation avoid some of
those mistakes we made, and understand that genealogy can be a very fun
and rewarding pursuit. 

Volunteers Are Vital!
According to the website genealogyintime.com, FamilySearch.org
has 127,000 active volunteers who,
since 2006, have indexed 548 million records, one volunteer averaging 2,169 records. Not only
that, but two
volunteers enter
each record
independently,
and if any discrepancies appear between the two, the record
goes to a third volunteer for a decision. 

Our Busy Library

Donations (Continued from page 3)

 Savannah, MO Cemetery Records Vol. VII
 Pulaski County, KY Cemetery Records Vols. I & II
 Pulaski County, KY Index to Wills 1800-1950.

Anonymous
Northwest Missouri State University Yearbooks 1975, 1977, 1979, 19801983, 1987-1989, 2003.
Cheryl Piepergerdes
Bethel School Memories, Bethel Forever (Children’s Book, 3 copies)
Bob Haynes
 Triumph & Tragedy The Story of the Kennedys
 Central High School yearbooks The Wakitan 1939, 1940
 An Album for Americans
 The Old Farmer’s Almanac 1966 and 1975
 Scenic Grandeur of the West (photos)
 The Ozarks Mountaineer (periodical): Various months and varying
numbers of copies September 1957—October 1985
 The Torch is Passed
Mary Shuman
Memories of a Depression Baby, by Bill Williams (Mary’s uncle)
John Tunks
Missouri’s Century Farms, 2012
Great Plains Welsh Heritage Project, Wymore, NE
 Early History of the Welsh
 History of the Welsh Church in Jackson, OH
 A History of the Calvinistic Methodists in Utica, NY
 Hanes Cymry America
Duane Akeright
Ancestors & Descendants of John Blackburn

Bode Middle School [Thank You! to Mr. Carrol for his assistance.]
Yearbooks 1974, 1978, 1981, 1983, 1986, 1988, 1990-2000, 2002-2003, 2005, 20072012

Savannah MO Middle School [Thank You! to Renee Gorman for her
assistance.]
Savannah, MO Junior High School Yearbooks 1981, 1985-87,1990-1991
Savannah Middle School 1995-99, 2001-2012

Northwest Missouri State University [Thank You! to Sarah Wayman for her
assistance.]
Northwest Missouri University Tower Yearbooks 1922, 1933-1935, 1943, 1948, 1950
-1952, 1955, 1961, 1964, 1966, 1968-1969, 1971-90, 1999-2000, 2012

Richard Yehle
Bononia Docet [Kappa Sigma Fraternity handbook]

NWMGS Newly Purchased
The Brenner Story from Deidesheim to Midwest USA, by Cheryl Herrmann

Since March of 2012, 462 researchers from 25 states visited
the NWMGS library.

Mid Buchanan High School [Thank You! to Michelle Phillips for her
assistance.]
(Continued on page 7)
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Mid Buchanan High School Yearbooks,1999-2003, 2005, 2007, 2010-12

Savannah High School [Thank You! to Joan, the Librarian, for her
assistance.]
Savannah High School Yearbooks 1948-1950, 1952, 1971, 1974, 1977-19791981, 1983-1984, 1986-1989, 1996, 2001, 2005, 2008

Welcome New Members
Barbara Scanlon
Kansas City, MO
James M. Cook
Country Club, MO
Kerry Moore
St. Joseph, MO

Louanne Spenner
 1834 Bible
 History & Topography of U.S.
 Larkin Housewives’ Cookbook
 Patriotic Songbook
 German Cathecism
 Miscellaneous Papers

Andrew Fuller
St. Joseph, MO
David Batchelder
Lee’s Summit, MO

Kelly Alvarado
 St. Joseph, MO Trails to the Past (ed. Bryson and Tapia)
 St. Joseph Anthology—Little Known Stories of Our Town (ed. Tapia)
Donna Nash
Show Me, Rosie! published by St. Joseph chapter of the DAR

Sarah Elder
St. Joseph, MO
Amy Bryson
Amazonia, MO
Amy Coats
Savannah, MO

Kathleen King (in memory of Jean Hatcher)
 Independence & Blue Springs, MO City Directory 1990 and 1991
 Central MO State Teachers College, Warrensburg, The Rhetor 1936
 Smithville, MO Cemetery

Patricia J. Clayton
Shawnee, KS

Carrol Fry

Jeraldine Sales
Lawson, MO

The Orr Family Then and Now

Carol Smith
 Family Bible: Oscar D. Buettler, 1894
 Family Bible: Oscar D. Buettler, 1913
Charlotte Shupert
Hopkins Cemetery Census, Hopkins, MO

Terry O’Meara

VHS tape of the Central High School 50th Reunion

John Grimes
City Directory 2012 of Falls City, Rulo, Salem, Shubert, Stella, Verdon, Dawson,
and Humboldt NE

Penny Kahn
Kirkland, WA

Jan Coy
St. Joseph, MO
Larry Lentner
Atchison, KS
John T. & Ellen L. Hughes
St. Joseph, MO
Leland M. Long
Saratoga, CA
Louise Mueller
Mesa, AZ
Michael Herrington
St. Joseph, MO

Jack Quinn
 Joseph Patrick Quinn (1854-1916)
 Quitman School File

Donald Lentz
St. Joseph, MO

Ed Livingston
Our Livingstons, Scotland, Virginia, Missouri and Beyond, 1128--2010 (ed.
Livingston) 

Happy New Year from Your Immigrant Ancestors
честита нова година  šťastný nový rok  godt nytår  gelukkig
nieuwjaar  onnellista uutta vuotta  gelukkig nieuwjaar 
bonne année  გილოცავთ ახალ წელს  ein gutes neues Jahr 
boldog új évet  felice anno nuovo  szczęśliwego nowego roku
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society

Carl Jennings
St. Joseph, MO
Chad Butrick
Kansas City, MO
Mary Maupin
Savannah, MO
Wendy Polivka
Albany, CA
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NWMGS Calendar

Reminder: Library is closed
January and February.

Upcoming Programs
In the Planning Stages for 2013: Eric Montegna of Meierhoffer Funeral Home has visited all the presidential burial sites and is now visiting the burial sites of the vice presidents. He has agreed to present a program about his discoveries and his plans to write a book. Roger and Peggy Martin have researched the history of a home they purchased and will share with us what they have learned. If you have an idea or information about a potential program,
please share them with us at sarahbelle@centurytel.net.

Upcoming Events
February 2, 2013: All Night Research Event! (See p. 1 for details.)
March 11: Midwest Genealogy Center in Independence. Cost: $30. Deadline for reservations: March 2.
This is a reprisal trip; the first one in 2012 was so popular and successful that our members asked to please go
again!
April 17: Bus trip to the Truman Library and the WWI Museum in Kansas City. Many members wanted to take
this trip in December, but the holiday month is just too busy for most of us, so we have rescheduled for April 2013.
All the details can be found on the NWMGS website. Deadline for reservations: April 6. For more information
on what you can see at these two locations, visit these related websites:
http://www.theworldwar.org/s/110/new/index_community.aspx
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/
Seats are limited, so please reserve your seats soon.
For both the library excursions above, please visit the Library Events section of the website for reservation forms.
If you don’t have internet access, give us a call and we can send you a form. Each trip requires a minimum of 20
participants, so get your reservation form in as soon as possible!

Upcoming Classes
Regular 1st and 3rd Saturday classes will resume in April, 2013. If you have suggestions for a class, give us a
call or send us an email.
March 2, 9, and 23, 2013: Beginning Genealogy-Spring Session Cost:
$30 for members, $40 for non-members. 10:00 a.m. to noon on March 2,
9 and 23. These classes are taught by Sharlene Miller, a certified genealogist, and they make a great Christmas or birthday gift. We have really
nice gift certificates available! A reservation form is available on the
website, or let us know and we'll send you one.
Session 1: Getting started
 Start with family members and family papers
 Using & Understanding Family Group Sheets and Pedigree
Charts
 Citing your sources
Session 2: Staying Organized & Planning Your Research
 Methods of Filing
 Using Research Logs
 Computer Software Choices
Session 3: Researching Your Family
 Overview of major record groups
 Using the census records and vital records
 Class exercise using death records and census records

We enjoyed a most interesting
program on November 15 when
Barbara Scanlon of the Kansas City
Irish Center presented Is Your Irish
Ancestor Hiding in Plain
Sight? She related how the changing of just one letter in a name can
alter the sound and change the direction of our search. Pictures of
this program can be found on our
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/NWMGS Barbara and her husband participate in
the Kansas City
Irish Fest and are
board members at
the Kansas City
Irish Center at Union Station.
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