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Announcements

President’s Corner
The members of the Northwest Missouri
Genealogical Society are what make our society.
Without you, our members, the library is just a
collection of old stuff sitting on the shelves. It
takes a lot of commitment and dedication on the
part of our many volunteers to keep the place
running, but all of that effort is for nothing if we
don’t have the joy of researchers coming through
our doors.
While online resources are wonderful, and have opened many avenues to
long-distance researchers that would have been nearly impossible to find
before, they also lull the typical family historian into believing that
“everything” is online, leading to the paradox that while genealogy as a
whole is growing in popularity, membership to local societies is shrinking to
all-time lows. The NWMGS is no exception to this trend, and while we find
ourselves with 20 – 30 new members each quarter, we have at least that
many, if not more, who choose not to renew their membership, resulting in
stagnant or even declining numbers.
As part of the re-design of The Journal, we have attempted to bring to
light a few of the many important, and often over-looked, resources that are
available at the NWMGS, such as the original books from the Noyes
Hospital, osteopathic/physician/pharmacists licenses, and so much more. I
hope that these examples will give you new inspiration to continue the
search for the details of YOUR ancestors’ lives. And THANK YOU for
your continued support of the NWMGS; it really does mean the world to us!

Great New Maryville Book
The Nodaway
Historical Society
has a wonderful
new book available, published by
Arcadia Press, a
photographic history of Maryville.
The sale of the
books at just $20 each helps support the NHS. NWMGS library
holds a copy if you would like to
take a look at one.
The Newest Twig



NWMGS member Eric Stitt recently welcomed an adorable new
addition to his family! Our heartfelt congratulations to both him and
his wife Kathy.
State Hospital #2
The St. Joseph Museum put together a wonderful little book on
the history of the hospital, based
upon the research done by Dr.
Gore. Since we receive many inquiries on this landmark of St. Jo(Continued on page 3)
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Identified!

Board Members
President .................. Kelly Alvarado
Vice President .......... Betty Williams Anslinger
Recording Secretary.. Sandi Baker
Corresponding
Secretary ................... Carol Almanza
Treasurer ................. Doni Mollus
Member At Large ..... Ivana Calhoun
Member At Large ..... Jean Martin
Past President .......... John Hutchcraft
Committee Chairpersons
Internet...................... Kelly Alvarado
The Journal .............. Pamela Montgomery
Librarian .................. Connie McCoy
Maintenance ............. John Hutchcraft
Membership ............. Kelly Alvarado
Newsletter Editor ..... Pamela Montgomery
Public Relations ........ Open to a volunteer
Activities ................... Amy Bryson
General Meetings:
4th Thursday of April, June, September; 3rd
Thursday of November. Time and place vary;
please see the website for details of each meeting.

In our last newsletter we printed the photo of
an “unknown” soldier that was found among
the files that were donated by the National
Military Heritage Museum.
We are happy to say that he has been
identified! Our very own volunteer, John
Hutchcraft, upon seeing the newsletter,
recognized the gentleman as Keith Benton, a
fellow co-worker at Southwestern Bell. John
recalled that Keith used to live where
Keith Benton
Cheddar’s is now, on the north Belt.
Upon checking the obituary index, we
discovered that Mr. Benton passed away in March of 1999. We will make
every attempt to find and contact any relatives of Mr. Benton in order to
return the picture to them; however, if you know any of Keith’s relatives,
please let us know!


Volunteer Spotlight

Executive Meetings:
Second Thursday each month, 5:30 p.m., at the
Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO.
The Journal is published two times a year
(March and October) by the Northwest Missouri
Genealogical Society to provide its members
with useful information on genealogical research and member experiences. Readers are
encouraged to submit articles, photos and other
materials. All contributions will be considered.
The editors reserve the right to make editorial
changes in manuscripts, which they believe will
improve the material without altering the intended meaning. The opinions expressed in this
periodical do not necessarily represent the
views of the Northwest Missouri Genealogical
Society or its officers. Articles represent the
authors’ opinions and ideas and do not necessarily have official sanction, nor does inclusion
here imply approval or recommendation.

Connie McCoy has been the librarian at
the NWMGS for over 10 years. She is
responsible for answering the research
inquiries from the patrons who email/write
for assistance, as well as helping those who
come to the library in person.
However, that is only the beginning of the
long list of things that she takes care of.
Connie also makes sure that we have all the
office and cleaning supplies that we need, she helps train/orient any new
volunteers in the library, maintains the libraries’ collection, and so much
more. She gives of her time generously – volunteering on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and the Saturdays that the library is open. A huge
THANKS to Connie for all she does!!!


In Memoriam

Annual dues:
$20 in the USA
$30 in Canada and Mexico
$40 in all other countries
Library Hours:
Tuesday .................... 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed./Thurs./Fri. ........ 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturday & 4th Sunday
of the Month ............. Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Closed January and February.

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 382
412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO
St. Joseph MO 64502
816-233-0524
Website: http://nwmogenealogy.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/NWMGS

A founding member of the Atchison County
Kansas Genealogical Society, Leland Adams passed
away October 6, 2013. He had lived in the Kansas
City area where he was involved in a project in
Johnson County, Kansas to read all the county
tombstones. The results were published as Johnson
County Kansas Cemetery Index. While living there,
he volunteered at the Regional Archives in Kansas
City. He had researched his family extensively and
belonged to Sons of the American Revolution.
1928—2013
Leland has also been a long-time member of
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society. A few
years ago, he approached Connie McCoy about
donating his collection of genealogical materials to
NWMGS since his family was from Grundy and
Mercer counties in Missouri and he felt the materials
would fit better here than in Kansas City. His
generous gift will continue to help our researchers for
Leland’s Donation
generations.
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Requests for Information

(Announcements Continued from page 1)

by Connie McCoy, NWMGS Librarian

Every day we receive requests for information via our email address, library@nwmogenealogy.com. I answer all the email. Some requests are
general in nature, such as what our hours are. However, most people are
seeking information about specific persons and are happy to have our volunteers research for them. (Our research fee is $5 per half hour plus cost of
copies and postage.) Since I began volunteering here at NWMGS, I’ve encountered folks who were seeking information on the same ancestor as
someone I had previously helped. I can recall meeting at least four people
researching my own families! How exciting that was!
On our website, members can submit surnames they are researching as
way of meeting others researching the same families. An idea was suggested
at NWMGS Board meeting to share information from research requests not
only on the website but also in the newsletter as a way of facilitating connections between researchers. The following requests for information were
some of those received in the past three months. Each request was answered
by NWMGS. The name of the submitter has been omitted for privacy. If
you wish to contact the person, send an email to
library@nwmogenealogy.com and I will notify them by email about your
interest.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Death record and obit of Lucinda VanDeventer Powell
Seeking a photograph of Patrick Buckley, a sheriff in Gentry County
Marriage record of Dudley Driscoll and Addie Perry
James and Laveta La Rando/LaRandeau and John LaRandeau court records
5. Probate and land records for James Davis in 1840s Buchanan County
6. John P. Lilly death record from Gentry County
7. Information of the Blakely family associated with Blakely Cemetery
8. Information on George and Etta Taylor
9. Trying to find the church records for Walnut Grove Presbyterian Church
10. Death information for Fred and Agnes Watson
11. Maiden name of Rose Howard
12. Burial place of Albert Neese
13. Death notice of Rosa Spenner
14. Seeking names of parents of J. H. Jackson who died in 1889 in Amazonia
15. Will of Archibald Millen
16. Information on Geraldine Overturf aka Geraldine Morris
17. Information of John Magill/McGill
18. Death of Margaret Veach in Gentry County
19. Information on family of Henry Peters
20. Marriage of John Goodell and Amanda Campbell
21. Was Abigal Holmes related to the Holmes family in the book Falling
Leaves by Marjorie Caskey?
22. Information on Fanny Duesler, last found in the1880 census
23. Information on Horace Root who died 1902
24. Information on James William Gartin who died 1909
25. Information on Verme Curzon who died 1907 and Anna Anderson who
died 1892. Both found in a family photo album
26. Seeking a picture of Harrison Mitchell Thomas
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seph, we thought it would be great
to have these available in our library as well. The museum has
graciously allowed the NWMGS to
sell them to our researchers to save
you an extra trip to their gift shop.
Pick one up in
the library for
only $5, or
send us a check
and we’ll mail
one to you
(please add $1
s&h). The
book is 24
pages, soft
cover, and a
very easy read.
Book for Sale
Lands Where My Fathers Died is
a 246-page history of the Stewart
family, from its origins in Scotland
to the modern families in Andrew,
DeKalb, and Buchanan Counties.
Cost is $15, plus $5 shipping and
handling. To buy your copy, email
Jack Stewart at
stjoejack@gmail.com. Mr. Stewart
has donated a copy of the book to
the NWMGS, so if anybody would
like to preview it before buying a
copy, please visit us at the library.
Family Tree Charts
Still in Stock!

Remember that we still have our
beautiful family tree charts still
available for your purchase. They
make great Christmas gifts, so shop
now, before stock runs low!

(Continued on page 4)
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Donations

(Announcements Continued from page 3)

Monetary Donations
Jack Quinn
Michele Schwartz
Laren Scott
Jayme Morgan
Timothy MacDonald

Genealogy in the news
Check out these recent articles
from around the web that focus on
genealogy.
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/
military/nevada-woman-given-purpleheart-earned-father-she-never-knew
http://www.wickedlocal.com/hanover/
fun/entertainment/books/
x1655334360/The-Readers-WritersThe-greatest-untold-story?zc_p=0


National Military Heritage
Museum
 File cabinet with members
records Post 11 American
Legion
John Grimes
 Topographical maps

Betty Anslinger
 1938, Cancer, Its Proper
Treatment And Cure, Escharotic
Treatment

Leota Thurman
 Box of family papers from
auction
Ivana Calhoun
 Miscellaneous items

Norma Colwell Morey
 3 books on The Royal Family
 3 boxes of miscellaneous books

Michelle Miller
 The Dille family History

Calvary Saved for the Generations
Many years ago the NWMGS put together an index of the burials for Calvary Cemetery ~ a now-defunct cemetery that was located on Garfield Avenue between 14th Street and Commercial Street. Calvary was one of St. Joseph’s oldest cemeteries, often referred to as “the Catholic cemetery,” and
the original burial place of St. Joseph founder Joseph Robidoux. Since no official
records of the cemetery appear to exist
anymore, the index was put together using
various sources, i.e., obituaries and family
recollections.
To our great delight, NWMGS member
Monica Schirmer dedicated several months
to updating this index using newspapers,
online accounts, and various other resources. Not only did she update the index,
but she completely sourced them and transcribed all of the related obituaries that she
could find to go along with it. On top of all
Monica Schirmer
that, she also gathered various articles and
bits of information on the cemetery itself.
All together, the information fills over 350 pages! In order to make this
document a more manageable size, the entire thing will be broken down into
three separate publications: the index, the obituaries from A – L, and the
obituaries from M – Z. The index alone is available NOW for only $10.
By perusing the index first, you will be able to determine if the ancestors
you seek are listed in either of the other two sections. (The A – L and M – Z
books are undergoing final editing right now, and should be available before
the end of the year.) We are also happy to offer the index as a PDF file, for
those who would like to receive a copy electronically, which is much
quicker. Order your copy by either sending check/money order to the library, or email library@nwmogenealogy.com if you would like to pay via
PayPal.
When the entire publication is available, it will be housed at the NWMGS.

Karen Means
 1913 pictures of Aberle School
 1916 pictures of LaGrange
School Troy KS
Dave Bridenstine
 St. Joseph Junior College
Directories 1953-55, 1955-56,
1956-57 & 1957-58
 Northwest MO State College
Student-Faculty Directory 1960
-61
Teresa Wilson McCallan
 Abstracts to land, 3 St Joseph, 1
Union Star
Jack Quinn
 2004 phone book
 Trade on the MO Frontier
poster
Deann Woodbury
 1954 Oak
John Gariety
 George Jeffries & Mary
Glasscock Family Genealogy
Binder
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NWMGS Calendar
Upcoming Events
October 26: Trivia Contest at 1:00 p.m. NWMGS Library is holding the Trivia Contest. You can either bring a
team, or come by yourself and join a team the day of the event. Cost is $10 per person. Prizes will be awarded
to the winning team. Pre-registration is highly recommended but drop-ins are welcome too! Come dressed as
your favorite ancestor or in the costume of your choice, or just come as yourself. Trivia subjects will consist of
local NW Missouri history, so study up! Come and have fun, enjoy the company and costumes, and learn a lot in
the process!
Local businesses interested in being a sponsor of this event will be promoted before and during the event as
well as listed in our newsletter to reach all members of the NWMGS. Contact the NWMGS library at 816-2330524 to contribute prizes for the contest and learn about other forms of sponsorship.
October 20: Photographing a Maryville cemetery. 9:00 a.m. until ??? Have you considered photographing
headstones, but weren’t sure what to do? Or didn’t want to go alone? Join us on this day for a short trip to
Maysville to photograph the Oak Lawn cemetery. This is a fairly large cemetery, but with a group of people
working together we hope to completely finish it in 3 or 4 hours. The more the merrier! Either email
admin@nwmogenealogy.com or call Kelly on her cell phone at 816-752-1348 if you are interested! We can all
ride together, or you can meet us there if you’d like. We will probably take a short break at mid-day for lunch at
Subway, or feel free to bring your own lunch.
November 9: All-Night Research Event. November 9 is Chaos Never Dies Day, which seems like the perfect
time to hold our third All-Night Research Event! Plan on attending this fun night of dedicated research, and give
yourself the time you need to concentrate on YOUR project(s)! You can bring your slides/negatives and work on
converting them to a digital format, use the library computers to access Ancestry.com, peruse any of the thousands of rolls of microfilm, or take advantage of the multitude of resources on the NWMGS shelves. Cost is
$15, which you can pay at the door; however, please send an RSVP email to admin@nwmogenealogy.com (or
call the library at 233-0524) so that we can plan ahead!
November 21: Thanksgiving potluck dinner. At 6:00 p.m. we will hold our annual Thanksgiving potluck dinner at the NWMGS library. We hope to see all of our old friends, and many of the new ones too! The NWMGS
provides the meat, and each person is requested to bring a dish to share. This is always one of our best gatherings of the year and we hope to see you there! A program will follow the dinner, beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Past Programs
Burial Customs of the 19th Century
Julie Casey presented a very interesting program on September 26 on the customs surrounding death and burial. She had some wonderful pictures to share,
and discussed various aspects of the subject - some that seem very strange to us
now. Did you know that many people had jewelry or mementos made from the
hair of their dearly departed? We thank Julie for giving so generously of her
time.

Upcoming Classes
Free and open to the public.
October 17: Google Earth. The response to the Google Earth class held in AuJulie Casey
gust was tremendous, with over 20 people in attendance. Eric Stitt demonstrated
a few of the phenomenal genealogy-based projects that he has completed and the
members were duly impressed. Doing the type of in-depth projects that Eric has done takes a lot of time, patience and research. However, Google Earth can be used for many other, smaller projects that make your re(Continued on page 6)
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(Upcoming Classes Continued from page 5)

Can’t make any of these class times?
search come to life.
Email admin@nwmogenealogy.com
Therefore, the group decided they would like to meet monthly to
and we will make arrangements for
begin learning the basics of Google Earth and work on their own
another time to meet your schedule.
projects. Eric has graciously agreed to lead the group in these efHave suggestions for future classes?
forts. The group decided the third Thursday of each month at
We would love to hear them! Email us!
5:00 p.m. would be the preferred time and so we will begin the first
session on October 17. The first few sessions will focus on very
basic skills, like creating/naming folders, and getting the general feel for how Google Earth works. If you are
interested in learning more, please join us. These are FREE and open to the public, so you can bring a friend
who might be interested as well.
October 27: Preserving Your Family Photos
Do you have family photos in need of tender loving care? Are you interested in historic photos of Maryville
or other places you hold dear? On Sunday, October 27 at 2:00 the Historical Society will host a program entitled
“Preserving Your Family Photos” led by Northwest Missouri State University’s Dr. Michael Steiner, local historian and photo archivist, and author of two photographic histories of Maryville and Nodaway County.
The program will offer tips on how to care for and preserve your old photographs and digitally archive them.
Participants will also learn some quick tips for digitally restoring imagines that have already suffered the ravages
of time. Those who attend are invited to bring, with careful handling, local photographs for advice on care and
restoration. The program is free and open to the public.


Welcome New Members

Do You Know
This Woman?

Julie Casey
Union Star, MO

Janet Weidner
Gallatin, MO

Robin Riat
Belton, MO

Earl & Shirley Christiansen
Omaha, NE

Margaret Dittemore
Bethesd, MD

Robert Miller
St. Joseph, MO

Pamela Dugdale
Tucson, AZ

Rebecca Ringgold
Kansas City, MO

Janet Johnson
Greeley, CO

Julie Bottorff Davis
Sebring, FL

Emmett Bryson
St. Joseph, MO

Cindy Conrad
Cameron, MO

Cynthia Allen
St. Joseph, MO

William G. McGuire
Oregon, MO

Shannon Coates
St. Joseph, MO



Kathy Kelly
St. Joseph, MO
Lorrane Hicks
Oregon, MO

The back of this photo is
labeled “Redmond Relative”
but the family does not know
who she is. The Redmonds
were from the Wathena area
in Kansas. If you have information about this woman,
please email NWMGS at
admin@nwmogenealogy.com.
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