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President’s Corner
The March meeting was well attended, with the
presentation by Judge Ron Taylor bringing many new
faces to the library. The evening began with the
election of Jean Martin as our new Vice President.
Jean had previously served as Member at Large on an
interim basis. Doni Mollus was elected to second
term as our Treasurer. And Deann Woodbury was chosen as the new
Member at Large. Each of these ladies will serve a two year term in their
positions. We thank them for volunteering their time and service!
Enclosed along with this newsletter is a registration form for the
upcoming conference. We certainly hope that many of you will join us.
The conference is a unique opportunity in NW Missouri. It isn’t easy to get
nationally known speakers to come to a town the size of St. Joseph!!!
Details of the speaker and the topics that will be covered are listed on page
3. Time is running out, so please register early. While walk-ins will be
accepted, and we understand sometimes you just don’t know until the last
minute, it will greatly help us to plan if we know how many will be coming
sooner rather than later. With over 200 members that live in our immediate
area, we hope that filling the Remington Nature Center will be easy! If you
aren’t able to attend, please help us by spreading the word about the
conference with other folks who may be interested!


Preservation Grant Award
The NWMGS is very proud to
be chosen as a recipient of a 21st
Century Fund grant from the
Missouri State Genealogical
Association. NWMGS has been
awarded $900 towards
purchasing archival boxes to
preserve the various records that
are entrusted to us every
year. We are extremely grateful
to MoSGA for their support of
our preservation efforts.
MoSGA will present the award
to the NWMGS at their annual
conference on August 1-2. If

you would like to learn more
about the MoSGA conference,
visit their website: http://
mosga.org/cpage.php?pt=30. 

Who’s Got the Yearbook?
The NWMGS has been
enlisted in the search for a 1948
copy of the Savannah High
School yearbook. Do you know
of one? We have a gentleman
who is searching for one as a gift
to his father. Please call 816752-1348 or email
admin@nwmogenealogy.com if
so!
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The Next
Journal
We are now
gathering stories
and pictures for
our Fall 2014
Journal, whose
theme will be Churches. We
would really like to see
submissions from our outlying
counties, for this issue and ALL
issues. Maybe you have
memories of attending a quaint
country church, or a cavernous
urban church, or of family who
joined the clergy. Whatever your
genealogical connection to a
church might be, we want to hear
about it, especially if it somehow
helped you locate or learn about
ancestors. Church histories
including member names and
dates would also help other
members locate their families.
The deadline for submissions is
August 1, 2014. If you’re “not a
writer,” don’t worry. All the fine
points will be taken care of for
you.
Please email your ideas or
finished articles to Kelly at
admin@nwmogenealogy.com, or
mail it to her at the NWMGS
Library. 
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Welcome New Members

Board Members
President .................. Kelly Alvarado
Vice President .......... Jean Martin
Recording Secretary.. Sandi Baker
Corresponding
Secretary ................... Carol Almanza
Treasurer ................. Doni Mollus
Member At Large ..... Ivana Calhoun
Member At Large ..... Deann Woodbury
Past President .......... John Hutchcraft
Committee Chairpersons
Internet...................... Kelly Alvarado
The Journal .............. Pamela Montgomery
Librarian .................. Connie McCoy
Maintenance ............. John Hutchcraft
Membership ............. Kelly Alvarado
Newsletter Editor ..... Pamela Montgomery
Public Relations ........ Open to a volunteer
Activities ................... Amy Bryson
General Meetings:
4th Thursday of April, June, September; 3rd
Thursday of November. Time and place vary;
please see the website for details of each meeting.
Executive Meetings:
Second Thursday each month, 5:30 p.m., at the
Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO.
The Journal is published two times a year
(March and October) by the Northwest Missouri
Genealogical Society to provide its members
with useful information on genealogical research and member experiences. Readers are
encouraged to submit articles, photos and other
materials. All contributions will be considered.
The editors reserve the right to make editorial
changes in manuscripts, which they believe will
improve the material without altering the intended meaning. The opinions expressed in this
periodical do not necessarily represent the
views of the Northwest Missouri Genealogical
Society or its officers. Articles represent the
authors’ opinions and ideas and do not necessarily have official sanction, nor does inclusion
here imply approval or recommendation.
Annual dues:
$20 in the USA
$30 in Canada and Mexico
$40 in all other countries
Library Hours:
Tuesday .................... 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed./Thurs./Fri. ........ 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturday & 4th Sunday
of the Month ............. Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Closed January and February.

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 382
412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO
St. Joseph MO 64502
816-233-0524
Website: http://nwmogenealogy.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/NWMGS

Wanda Burks
Amazonia, MO

Terri Boyce
St. Joseph, MO

Cynthia Kenny
Maitland, MO

Jane Wagner
Red Feather Lakes, CO

Merrill Steeb
St. Joseph, MO

Debra Sudtelgte
Colorado Springs, CO

Tommy Temple
Marysville, KS

Becky Robinson
St. Joseph, MO

Gina Webb
Checotan, OK

Roger E. Kerns
St. Joseph, MO

Nancy Reed
St. Joseph, MO

Clare Byrne
Dublin, Ireland

Mechelle Foos
Nortonville, KS

Janice Penry
Topeka, KS

Mike Brushwood
Amazonia, MO

Deanna Rousseau
St. Joseph, MO

Linda Benedetti
Lee’s Summit, MO

Joyce Manley
Kansas City, MO

Sharon Kosek
St. Joseph, MO

Caroline Nichols
St. Joseph, MO

Jacqueline Von Ah
Shawnee, KS

June & Walter Kelly
Reno, NV



Volunteer Spotlight
Our Volunteer Spotlight this quarter focuses on
Sandi Baker, who has been with the NWMGS
since 2012. Sandi volunteers on Thursdays, and
fills in on other days when possible. She took over
the duties as Recording Secretary from Kenny Cox
on an interim basis and was elected to the position
on a permanent basis last year. Sandi is a
wonderful addition to our team at the library. She is a quick learner and
very analytical and tends to think of details that others do not.
Sandi has been researching her family since the mid-1980’s. She
commented, “Joining the NWMGS was a terrific gain as I found three
relatives who were also searching and we could combine our notes and
research. I have met one of them from Iowa and will hopefully meet one of
the others in the fall.”
Sandi hails from St. Joseph, and is a graduate of Benton High
School. She is a retired Claims Examiner from American Family
Insurance. She is also the proud mother of two grown children, with five
grandchildren. We are very lucky to have a volunteer as smart and hardworking as Sandi at the NWMGS!!! 
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
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Summer Conference
The NWMGS is proud to welcome Jean Wilcox Hibben, PhD, MA, CGsm to northwest Missouri on July 19, 2014.
A nationally known speaker who has been researching her family for over 30 years,
Jean is the lead researcher on the PBS series, Genealogy Roadshow. Jean brings a
love of music, history, folklore and genealogy to her presentations.
This one-day conference will be held at the Remington Nature Center, 1502 MacArthur Drive, St. Joseph MO, on Saturday, July 19th. The cost for NWMGS members
is $40, and $45 for non-members who register before the June 1 deadline. After June
1, the price will be $50 for both members and non-members.

Note: the library will be closed on the day of the
Conference, July 19.
Schedule for the Day
8:30 to 9:00 .........Registration
9:00 to 10:10 .......The Devil is in the Details: Missing Minutiae Can Lead to Genealogy Purgatory: Many
details lie hidden in genealogy records; a simple mark or added word can easily be overlooked, leading to
confusion later on. Whether the passed-over information is an address, occupation, unknown abbreviation, or
other bit of data that is not caught at first, the researcher can find him/herself being misdirected and even researching the wrong family. Catch the “little things” before you find yourself lost in a forbidden forest of
other people’s family trees. Intermediate level, but still helpful for beginners.
10:10 to 10:30 ....Break
10:30 to 11:40 ....Historical Societies: Bridges Between People and History: We tend to focus on genealogical societies and online resources when desiring to network and find family connections, but what about
the historical societies? These can have a wealth of information that is hidden from view because of a lack
of means to make their collections public. Maps, artifacts, letters, military documents, newspaper archives,
court records, house histories, property information, and so much more are tucked away for safe keeping in
drawers, boxes, cabinets, and every conceivable storage location (not all archivally safe). Some have websites, but not all of them. Some have mailing lists and query columns. Many have newsletters and some have
lists of their holdings. And all of them need support to be maintained. How to find them, contact them, and
become part of them are all discussed here.
11:40 to 1:00 ......Lunch & tour the Remington Nature Center
1:00 to 2:10 ........Shaking the Myth: Proving/Disproving Family Legends: Just because a story has been
passed on for generations does not mean it is true; it may have elements of truth in it, or may be a figment of
someone’s imagination. Applying theories of proving arguments to examples presented, this lecture discusses ways to prove or disprove family folklore. Audience involvement is encouraged in using provable
evidence to substantiate (or refute) claims of accuracy of intergenerational legends. This presentation is applicable to all levels of genealogical research.
2:10 to 2:30 ........Break
2:30 to 3:40 ......... It’s NOT about Zombies! Finding the Dead in
Cemeteries: Learn some helpful hints about doing cemetery research,
along with some practical suggestions for hiking in the less-traveled
graveyards. Included are pointers about not taking everything written
in stone to be as permanent as the marble monument.
3:40 to 4:00 .........Question & Answer Session
4:00 ....................Closing
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Donations
William John Tunks
 Cash donation
Ron Taylor
 Cash donation
Thomas Abbrams
 Photos of Anna Mae Marx
LeeRoy Canfield
 Cash donation
Mary Richardson
 Dearborn Independent 1927;
Cpl. Leonard James Hanway
U.S. Army

Juanita Boyce
 Journal Magoffin Co. KY
 Journal Piedmont Lineages (10)
 Journal Polk Co. AR newsletter
 Journal Tree Tracers (16)
 Robert Cheek probate file NC

 Pathfinder for Norwegian

Bob Haynes
 Missouri University yearbooks
1937 & 1941
 Kennedy book: Four Days
 Kennedy book: Torch Is Passed
 June 30, 1988 News Press
 Missouri History Journal 2007
 Scrapbook about Rosecrans
Airport

 Trails West A Genealogy of the

Emigrants by John Reiersen
 Adair County Kentucky History

Vol. I
 Poland by James Michener
 Skaggs The Long Hunter by Ida

Lancaster






Shari Wildberger
 Assortment of pictures
Bill Childs
 Box of books and microfiche
records from Maryland, Oregon,
Kentucky and Virginia
Bernard Dick
 The President’s Ladies Jayne
Wyman and Nancy Davis
John Grimes
 Fleet Reserve Assn.
Brotherhood of the Sea
 Yearbooks: New Mexico
Military Institute 1977-79
Diane DeGolia Cauthers
 Direct descendents of Johann
Henrich Hempe: A Hessian
Soldier
Paul Karlin
 Mid Buchanan Elementary
Class Pictures 1990-1998
Sharon Kosek
 DVD, 2 copies: Remembering
The March on Washington: A
St. Joseph Perspective
Ruby Bergman
 Union Star Newspaper clippings
1945-1947
 Calvary Cemetery Census,
Plattsburg, Clinton County

Mary Richardson
 Richardsons Across America
 Richardsons in America from
1790-1996 Vol’s I & II
 The World book of Butlers
 The World Book of Roaches
 The World Book of Hickmans
 Emigration Island in America
 St Patrick Church 1967
 Immaculate Conception St Peter
& Paul
 150 Years of St Joseph News
 Souvenir Program Queen of
Apostles Parish
 1925 Wah Wah Lenawah
 St Joseph Missouri Think Proud
 The Halbur Family in America
by Constance Halbur & Bob
Weithofer, 3 volumes
 Our St Joseph Treasured
Images, 2 volumes
 Set of 5 books of Agency
clippings by Margaret & Alex
Cooke
 2 Issues of Missouri Historical
Review
 Picture album & song book
 Harvest Homecoming 1948
Dekalb MO
 1965 75th Anniversary Book
Faucett MO
 Dancin’ at the Frog Hop by
Birdie Heerlein
 2 Dekalb Folke Souvenir
Albums
 European History in a World
Perspective
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society

Wheeler Family of Buckingham
& Cumberland Co VA
Marriage Records 1793-1836,
Green Co. KY
Marriage Bonds 1842-53 Book
D, Green Co. KY
Old Marriage Certificates 1836
-1861, Green Co. KY
Marriage Records 1802-1840,
Adair Co. KY

Jim & Norma Moyer and
Charlene & Bob Slater
 2 St Joseph Light & Power
Books
Carol Holder
 Various old newspapers yet to
be cataloged.
Brenda & Paul Reilly
 3 abstracts for early settlers
The Paxton Fulfillment
 The Paxtons: An American
History First through Fourth
Generations
 The Paxtons: An American
History Fifth through Ninth
Generations
Carole (Smith) Tovar
 Brownlee and Smith – and
Related Families
Craig Kirkpatrick
 CD photos of the Deppen
Home
Kelly Alvarado
 1960 Griffon Yearbook
 2014 Noyes and Bode
Yearbooks
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Our New Sign
The final version of our new sign is
hereby released!
We took inspiration from an idea
submitted by a member on Facebook,
the colors from our current brochure,
and the old books from the sign
manufacturer’s graphic arts files. We
are awaiting approval from the city
and the downtown association, but
we are hoping the sign will go up
sometime in August.
The Board feels the sign will increase awareness of the library by
projecting over the sidewalk and being visible for several blocks in both
directions. The old sign will be
moved to the side of the building,
increasing our visibility from the
westbound drivers on Felix, but also
those on Edmond.
We’d like to thank Sandi Baker
and Ivana Calhoun for all of their
help in making this project a reality!


Find-a-Word Puzzle
Changing of the Guard
At Robidoux Row
Ivana Calhoun, our Member at
Large, is the new Executive Director of Robidoux Row, replacing Clyde Weeks who retired at
the end of June.
Clyde has faithfully served Robidoux Row for over 17 years
and will be greatly missed. We
congratulate Ivana on
her new position and
look forward to working with Robidoux
Row in the future.
We hope to continue
strengthening the relationship between the
NWMGS and the St.
Joseph Historical Society, which operates
Robidoux Row. 
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NWMGS Calendar
Upcoming Events
Saturday, July 19: Genealogy Conference. Saturday, July 19: Genealogy Conference. The registration deadline has passed; the fee for members and non-members is $50 prepaid or at the door. A registration form with all
the details can be found on our website, www.nwmogenealogy.com.
Saturday, August 2, Noon - 1:30: Webinar George L. Findlen, PhD, CG, Crossing the Border: How to Backtrack an Ancestor into Québec from the US
Saturday, September 6 - NOON: Webinar Denise Spurlock, Life on the Farm
Thursday, September 25: Quarterly Meeting 7 p.m. at the library featuring Gary Jayne speaking on the topic
of Orphan Train Riders. Gary’s own uncle and father were Orphan Train riders to Savannah, MO.
Saturday, October 4 - NOON: Webinar Hannah Z. Allan, Where Have They Gone? Researching Ancestors
who Chased Gold
Saturday, October 4: All Night Research Event from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. The library will be open to all those who
want to have a fun time and interact with fellow researchers, ask questions, and use the full resources of the
NWMGS library. This is dedicated time for you to concentrate on your genealogy work, organize your thoughts
and papers, digitize those old slides, or any number of other activities. You can pay at the door, but please email us
and let us know if you plan on attending so that we can plan for space and enough volunteers to help! Cost is $15
per person and includes pizza, which we order about 8:00 p.m., or whenever everybody gets hungry.

Upcoming Classes
Free and open to the public.
Saturday, July 12, August 9; 10:30 - Noon: Family Tree Maker (2nd Saturday of each month) led by Sharlene
Miller.

By The Numbers
March – May
Visitors to the library: 107
Visitors from outside MO: 35
New Members: 14
Obit database entries: 2,031
Visitors to website: 20,895
If you are interested in other numbers associated with the library,
please let us know. 

A Son’s Tribute
to His Mother
The NWMGS has received a
generous donation by William John
Tunks in honor of his mother
Leona Bell (Goucher) Tunks. Mr.
Tunks has asked that the NWMGS
use the money to establish a memorial membership fund for those who
would like to join the NWMGS,
but are financially unable to do so.
Mr. Tunks has been a generous
supporter of the NWMGS for many
years. What a wonderful way to
honor the memory of a family
member!
We are asking members to sponsor recipients by contacting the
NWMGS. Mr. Tunks’ donation
will be set aside to fund recipients
until the donation is exhausted. 
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society

New Resources
Buchanan County has very generously donated several more record sets to the NWMGS. We received two file cabinets full of microfiche for real estate purchases
from 1985 through 2003, a huge
map cabinet full of plat maps from
approximately 1977, and several
books that record chattel mortgages
from the late 1920’s through the
early 1960's.
A chattel mortgage occurs when
a piece of movable personal property is used as collateral, such as
purchasing a car. The county generously offered them to us during
their latest housecleaning. 
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