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The stained glass on our cover is one of
many in this old Stewartsville church.
The following reminiscence was submitted by S. Craig Kirkpatrick. It was read
by his aunt, Miss Ella Mary DeVall, at
the Centennial Celebration of the Culbertson Methodist Chapel on May 16,
1965

Culbertson Methodist
Chapel, Stewartsville, MO
by Ella Mary DeVall (1908-1984)

When Mrs. DeShon ask me to work
on this Centennial Program, I told her
―No, I’ve been pretty busy this winter.‖ Then I thought about the Sunday
afternoon calls Aunt Laura and I paid
on the Culbertsons.
Mrs. Culbertson used to try to
make me promise I’d write something
about Stewartsville. She introduced
me to an old book that is not very
well known; in fact, I’ve only seen it
in one other home. Its name is The
Widow Bedott Papers. We laughed
over it so much, she thought one like
it about Stewartsville would be hilarious. I admit that the idea has been in
the back of my mind ever since, so
I’ve gathered stories. If I never write a
book (and I expect I won’t. I’m too
lazy), at least generations of school
kids will have enjoyed those stories
―about Stewartsville.‖ As I say when
I said ―No,‖ my conscience bothered
me about that half-hearted promise to
Mrs. Culbertson so I felt the least I
could do would be to work in these
little sketches for her.
You notice we stopped [the stories]
in 1915. Most of the people we
talked about are gone. How could I
put you living ones in sketches? Your
stories are not told yet. You are still
contributing to the spirit of this
church. In fact I’m even afraid to list
you for fear I’ll leave out some significant contributions. I could have
told about the all-day meetings of the
Ladies Aid and the wonderful food at
Mary Lumm’s. I could have spoken
of how often the Ladies nearly froze
to death serving at sales or roasted
preparing for banquets.
I could have reminded you of our

Sunday school picnics, when some of
us were kids. Mr. Fagin always engineered a swing out over a ravine. I
remember that swing pretty well. I
got scared, slid off and burned my
hands on the rope. I remember, do
you? The long white tablecloths
spread on the ground, anchored with
stones, and I could even tell you the
specialties of the various cooks and
the big freezers of ice cream.
Perhaps I should have recalled the
baseball league of the Sunday school
here in town and the intense rivalry
those games created.
I certainly can remember some
mighty peculiar preachers we endured
during the 20s; likewise the fun we
made for ourselves with the family
nights in the 30s.
Do you remember Clarence Waller
in knee pants, as a ring bearer in a womanless wedding we gave once? And
could I forget to remind you how
many years Clarence served this Sunday school faithfully as its Superintendent?
When I was a little girl, about the
first thing I remember about Sunday
school was sitting by Nell Snow on
this platform as she compiled the Sunday school reports. How long did she
serve as the Junior Sunday school Superintendent?
Certainly those of you who are my
age, and older, remember the Children’s Day programs and Christmas
programs that she gave, and some of
you can remember those programs
before her time too. In our family two
generations have been rocked to sleep
with ―Chick-a-biddy‖ and other songs
we learned in those programs.
I think I can remember when we had
a big Christmas tree and Santa Claus
to distribute the gifts on it and the
treats were an orange in each sack, but
maybe it is that I’ve heard about it so
often; just as I’ve heard of the little
boy who persisted in saying in his
Christmas recitation: ―I heerd the bells
on Christmas Day.‖ – and no one
could change him.
Have you heard the story of the
preacher’s little boy whose mother
was so sick and all the ladies tried to
help her out? Mrs. Culbertson came

over to put him to bed and she said;
―Now you say your prayers and the
angels will hover over you and guard
you all night.‖ He looked up at her
and said, ―I don’t want none of them
old angels hovering over me!‖
How many times do you suppose
Violet Kibbey and other pianists
have practiced for the various entertainments, special services, we’ve
had? To say nothing of year in and
out service every Sunday.
I wish I could list all the faithful
Sunday school teachers, let alone remind you how often they have prepared their lesson painstakingly – to
find out no one in the class had bothered to read it. I do think I’ll have to
take special notice of one of our fine
teachers. When I was down at the
bank with grandpa, I remember
someone talking about the fine work
May Bauer was doing with her class
of boys. I think they met in the lecture room. May is still teaching and
still doing fine work.
Wouldn’t it be fine to read off all
the names of all the officers of the
church school and commend them for
the faithful attention to their duties;
plus all the members of the church
boards, who have seen us through remodeling and beautifying the various
properties of the church and the
church sanctuary itself? And list all
of the people who have been in
charge of subscription papers up to
our present organ and the new carpet?
But you can’t because the list includes nearly all of us. Who have,
through the years, contributed what
we could in talent, money, personality, skill, brains, and not least good
examples.
I want to conclude by thanking all
these young people who gladly gave
their time this last month to prepare
for this afternoon. They and their
brothers and sisters, have given their
time for nearly twenty years to prepare for the Christmas Eve Service,
too, and I think the whole church appreciates their work. Such loyalty in
youth speaks well for loyalty and service to their church when they become adults.
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Those Maddening Mistakes!
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

Notice anything odd about
this page of the
October 2, 1879
St. Joseph Daily
Herald? While
the Google
Newspaper Archive is a wonderful tool for
genealogists, it
does have its
issues. This
page of the paper was uploaded in reverse. Oops.
Not all problems are Google’s
fault, however. Check out this
huge gaff by the St. Joseph
Daily Herald.
While getting ready to browse
newspapers, I just happened to
notice this odd paper called the
St. Daily Joseph Gazette. Opening it up, I saw that it is actually the St. Joseph
Daily Gazette, with one colossal typo.
While the mistake occurs only on the front page of the June 1, 1887 edition, the
paper is listed in the archive as the St. Daily Joseph Gazette through October 14,
1887. The archive for the St. Joseph Daily Gazette (the same paper with the right
name) claims to have no editions for May 30 through October 18. I wonder
why.... Genealogists have always had to be detectives, and now it’s ―game on!‖
with Google Newspaper Archive.
Something else to remember about this service: Sometimes when the archive
claims to have no editions, it’s because two editions are archived in one. For example, if you are looking for July 18, 1887, and you find a mysterious hole where
it should be, go back and look at July 17, where you might find July 18 hooked
onto the end. This tip is courtesy of Kelly Alvarado, who gets her Sherlock
Holmes Hat Award for sharing.


St. Joseph News-Press
February 17, 1930
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NWMGS Church Resources
by Connie McCoy

The collection at Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society has some
church related items located in the
East room of the library on the church
shelf. The following is just a sampling of what we have.
General reference books:
 Survey of American Church Records by Kay Kirkham
 Handbook of Denominations in the
United States by Frank S. Mead.
Histories of sects:
 American Presbyterianism by
Charles A. Briggs
 Lutherans in North America by
Richard C. Wolf.
Other books of interest on the church
shelf:
 Encyclopedia of American Quaker
Genealogy by William Wade Hinshaw:
 Volume 1 North Carolina
 Volume 2 Pennsylvania and New
Jersey
 Volume 3 New York
 Volume 4 Ohio
 Volume 5 Ohio
 Volume 6 Virginia
 Abstracts of Records of Society of
Friends in Indiana by Willard Heiss (2 volume set)
 Nottingham Quakers 1680-1889
 Quaker Arrivals at Philadelphia
1682-1750
 Our Quaker Ancestors: Finding
Them in Quaker Records
 Polish Parish Records of the Roman
Catholic Church: Their Use and
Understanding in Genealogical Research
 Story of the Church of God (Seventh
Day) by Robert Coulter
 Missouri Bishops by Ivan Lee Holt
[Methodist Bishops born in Missouri]
 Materials Towards a History of the
Baptists Volume 2 by Morgan Edwards
 Legacy of Faith: Story of First
Baptist Church of Raytown by Paul
L. Brooks

 A Century of Congregationalism in

 St. Joseph Cathedral Parish 1845-

Kansas by Charles Correll
Church related materials can also be
found in other sections of the Library.
For example, Early Lutheran Baptisms and Marriages in Southeastern
Pennsylvania: The Records of Rev.
John Casper Stoever from 1730 to
1779 is located in the Pennsylvania
section. In the Atchison County, Kansas section is A Song of Saints: A
Chronicle of Trinity Episcopal
Church, a Parish in Atchison Kansas
1857-1988 by W. Richard Mize.
Following is a list of all materials
the Library owns on churches in the
nine counties we represent (Andrew,
Atchison, Buchanan, Clinton, DeKalb,
Gentry, Holt, Nodaway, and Worth):
 Andrew County: Congregational
History of Amazonia, Missouri German Reformed Church, St. John‟s.
 Atchison County: United Methodist
Parish Tarkio & Westboro 1988
Directory
 DeKalb County: Culbertson
Chapel United Methodist Church,
Stewartsville, MO (Directory)
 Gentry County: First Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), King
City, MO 1885-1985
 The church materials for Buchanan
County include histories, directories,
and some records.
 Zion United Church of Christ; three
binders of death, confirmation, marriages, baptisms for years ranging
from 1864 to 1926, not inclusive.
 St. Paul Lutheran Church Records;
baptism, marriage, death 1940’s to
1964
 First Christian Church Deaths index
 First Christian Church members
 Woodson Chapel Christian Church
Members and history 1979
 History Trinity & Hundley Methodist Church
 History Zion Evangelical and Reformed Church
 History Christ Episcopal
 First Methodist Jubilee 1910-1960
 Original record books of New Harmony Church beginning 1860
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1995
 St. Francis Xavier Parish 1890-

1990
 Expressions of Faith; Architectural

















History of Houses of Worship in St.
Joseph
Gathered by the River: History of
First Baptist Church
St. Mary Parish History 1891-1991
Index to Some Church Minutes
Lake Contrary/New Home Baptist
Church 1877-1956 and two volumes of church minutes
DeKalb Christian Church: Transcript of Various Church Records
1901-1981
Church Directories First Christian
Church 1970, 1974, 1980
First Presbyterian directory 1979
St. Joseph’s Presbyterians 18831993: A History
Calvary Baptist 1952-2002
Wyatt Park Baptist 1888-1898
St. Patrick Church 1869-1969
St. Joseph Cathedral directory 2000
Zion United Church of Christ directories 1968, 1971, 1973, and 1976
St. Joseph Co Cathedral directory
1989

The Library also owns a roll of microfilm of some records of St. Joseph
Catholic Churches, containing the
following:
 Deaths Cathedral January 1893January 1924
 Deaths St. Peter and Paul August
1883-August 1971
 Deaths Immaculate Conception
1958-1992
 Deaths St. Joseph Cathedral 19241937
 Deaths St. Augustine 1949
 The Catholic Tribune 1889-1942
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Researching the Priests in My Family
by Richard A. Yehle

while continuing to live with his parents and eventually
studying for the clergy.
To research my Uncle Fred, I used a variety of methods
and documents.
Census:
Fred is shown in the 1910 U.S. Federal Census living
with his parents, Lambert and Catherine Yehle and five
siblings (Ollie, Isabelle, Francis, Dora, Victor) at 1010 S.
10th Street, St. Joseph, Missouri. In that census, he is nine
years old and recorded as being born in Missouri.
The 1920 Census shows the family living at 724 South
15th Street. Recorded that year as Frederick J., my uncle is
20 years old, and his occupation is shown as ―Bookkeeper
wholesale clothing.‖
City Directories:
 1915: Helper Jewel Tea Co., residence 2722 Locust
 1917: Clerk Ford Motor Co., residence 2722 Locust
 1918-1919: Clerk Wheeler & Motter Merc Co., residence 727 S. 15th
 1928: Clerk Brown Transf & Stg Co., residence 727
S. 15th
 1935 and 1937: Student, 727 S. 15th Street

Rev. Fred J. Yehle, date unknown.

Would you become a priest if you had a large family
and knew you might end up officiating at each of their
deaths? In the case of my closest priestly relative, my
granduncle, that was indeed the case. My hope is that my
experience in researching Fred’s life will help in your efforts to research clergy.
Many of us have relatives who have entered the clergy in
connection with various religions. In the case of my family, several have become Catholic priests, the closest being
Fred Jacob Yehle who was born December 9, 1899 in St.
Joseph, Buchanan County, Missouri.
Fred was baptized as Fridolin in St. Joseph, date unknown. His given name is a reference to a sixth century
missionary, founder of the Monastery of Säckingen, Baden. In accordance with a later tradition, St. Fridolin is
venerated as the first Irish missionary who labored among
the Alamanni on the Upper Rhine, in the time of the
Merovingjians.
Fred spoke both German and English because his father
was an immigrant from Baden, Germany and his mother
was born in Illinois. He was employed in a variety of jobs,
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Court documents:
 The Codicil to Ollie Herman’s last will and testament,
dated April 20, 1959: ―To my brother, Reverend Father
Fred Yehle of Kirksville Missouri.‖ Ollie Herman
was Fred’s sister, born Ollie Yehle, born in 1883.
 1970-1971: The Application of Letters of Administration for the probate court of Ollie Yehle shows that
Reverend Fred J. Yehle, brother, resided in Edina,
Missouri. The Application of Letters of Testimony for
the estate of Frances Y. Englemann, another of Fred’s
sisters, shows the same address, dated January 5, 1971.
 The Last Will and Testament of Ollie Herman, sister,
dated September 20, 1955, and attached to the Affidavit as to Death and Application for Probate of Will for
Ollie Herman, states the following as Ollie bequeaths
her assets upon her death (February 10, 1971): ―To my
brother, Reverend Father Fred Yehle, Hannibal, Missouri‖
Much of the information concerning seminary training,
ordination, and assignments was obtained from Reverend
Michael Coleman, Archivist for the Kansas City-St. Joseph Catholic Diocese. He can be contacted at
archives@diocesekcsj.org, 816-756-1850, ext. 501.
Kansas City-St. Joseph Catholic Diocese:
Seminary training
Conception Seminary, Missouri
 ―What would later become known as Conception
Seminary College was founded on July 2, 1886, under
(Continued on page 4)
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(Researching Priests continued from page 3)

the name College of New Engelberg. The school building was dedicated on January 27, 1887, and classes
were offered at the high school and junior college levels, with a choice between a ―classical‖ and
―commercial‖ curriculum. Four years later the college
began granting degrees. During the subsequent years,
class sizes grew rapidly, faculty credentials improved
and science labs, sports teams and honor societies were
developed. By 1915 the college enrolled 118 students.‖ (http://www.conception.edu/csc-2/history)
 The town of Conception was within travel distance of
St. Joseph, Missouri where Fred lived. During the
years 1935-1937 when he was living at home and
listed as a student, he likely attended this seminary.
St. Thomas Seminary, dates unknown, Denver, Denver,
Colorado.
 Information about St. Thomas Seminary came primarily from Reverend Coleman. The library of the Our
Lady of the New Advent Theological Institute began
with St. Thomas Seminary in 1907 and has grown
through the years to become one of the premier theological libraries in the country, with a collection of
over 130,000 volumes. The library is named after Urban J. Vehr, archbishop of Denver for 36 years (19311967), who actively promoted the seminary and library, and left it his substantial personal collection. In
1956 Archbishop Vehr dedicated new seminary buildings, matching the old Lombardian style, which now
house both the library and Catholic Pastoral Center.
Kenrick Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri
 In 1893, Archbishop John Kain presided at the reopening of the philosophy and theology departments of
the Archdiocesan Seminary. The new Seminary, located at 19th Street and Cass Avenue in St. Louis, was
the first to bear the name Kenrick Seminary. By 1915
a new seminary was needed, and Archbishop John
Glennon (in 1946, Cardinal Glennon) opened a new
Kenrick Seminary on Kenrick Road in what is now
called the city of Shrewsbury. The College Seminary
moved to a location on Washington Avenue.
 In 1931, the first St. Louis Preparatory Seminary
opened at 5200 Glennon Drive at the present site of
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. The facility housed the
last two years of high school and four years of college. (The first two years of high school were at Cathedral Latin School on Washington Avenue.) In
1947, Archbishop Joseph Ritter (in 1961, Cardinal
Ritter) closed Cathedral Latin School and established
six-year programs in two Archdiocesan seminaries. St.
Louis Preparatory Seminary thus comprised four years
of high school and two years of college, while Kenrick
comprised two years of college and four years of theology. (http://kenrick.edu/?s=history)

Ordination and Assignments:
 Fred was Ordained as
a Catholic Priest on
June 11, 1938 at St.
Joseph Cathedral.
 Associate pastor, Immaculate Conception
Church, St. Joseph,
Missouri, June 25,
1938
 1939-1940: Rev. Fred
Yehle was assigned as
assistant pastor Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 507
South 10th Street,
Saint Joseph, MisFred Yehle
souri.
Date unknown
 Pastor: Blessed Sacrament, Hannibal, Missouri, July 26, 1941
 Pastor: St. Paul Parish, Tarkio, Missouri, January 25,
1947
 Pastor: Blessed Sacrament, Hannibal, Missouri, September 17, 1954
 In 1956 the State of Missouri Diocese reconfigured and
Fred was transferred to the Jefferson City Diocese in
August 1956
Websites:
Many church websites contain histories, which might
also contain your relative’s name and the role he or she
played for that church. ―A History of Mary Immaculate
Parish, Kirksville‖ lists Fred Yehle as having been at the
church in 1964. (http://adavis.sites.truman.edu/
maryimmaculate1/)
The Official Catholic Directory Anno Domini:
This directory is available for a variety of years. I found
copies at the local LDS Family History Center. If several
are available, the various assignments for the priests can be
tracked through the years into their retirement.
 The Official Catholic Directory Anno Domini 1960
shows Rev. Fred J. Yehle at Kirksville, Adair, Missouri at the Mary Immaculate Catholic Church. His
residence was 716 E Washington St., Kirksville, Missouri 63501, the address of the church. There was a
school and missions. [CEM] shown on church and missions.
 The Official Catholic Directory Anno Domini 1975:
Rev. Fred J. Yehle at St. Patrick, Clark County, Missouri. St. Patrick Catholic Church. [CEM] indicates
that there is a cemetery on the premises.
 Fred J. Yehle retired in 1979, but his official records
follow him through his life.
 The Official Catholic Directory Anno Domini 1983:
(Continued on page 5)
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Fred J. Yehle was retired and residing at 312-A Fulkerson Street, Jefferson City, MO 65101.
 The Official Catholic Directory Anno Domini 1987:
Fred J. Yehle was retired and residing at the St. Joseph’s Home for the Aged, 1306 W. Main St., Jefferson City, MO.
 Died: 4 Aug 1989, Jefferson City, Cole County, Missouri, USA
 Buried: August 7, 1989, Resurrection Cemetery, 3015
W Truman Blvd., Jefferson City, Cole County, Missouri, USA
Church Bulletins:
These little flyers can provide information about your
clerical relative as well. In my case the citation was obtained from the diocese archivist Michael Coleman. The
church bulletin provided my uncle’s obituary.
Obituary, 13 August 1989:
―Father Fred Jacob Yehle, former priest in the Diocese
of St. Joseph, died Aug. 4 at St. Joseph Home in Jefferson City where he had been living in retirement since
1979.
Fr. Yehle was born Dec. 8, 1899, in St. Joseph. He attended Immaculate Conception Seminary in Conception
and Kenrick Seminary in St. Louis and was ordained
June 11, 1938, in the Cathedral of St. Joseph in St. Joseph by the late bishop Charles LeBlond, Bishop of St.
Joseph.
Fr. Yehle’s pastoral assignments in the St. Joseph diocese included assistant at Immaculate Conception in St.
Joseph, assistant at Blessed Sacrament in Hannibal, pastor of St. Paul in Tarkio and pastor of Blessed Sacrament
in Hannibal.
He became a priest of the Diocese of Jefferson City
when it was established as a diocese in 1956.
He is survived by one sister, Isabel Herman, Liberty,
and nieces and nephews.
Fr. Yehle’s funeral was Aug. 7 at 11 a.m. at the St. Joseph Home with Bishop Michael F. McAuliffe as the
principal celebrant. Burial was in Resurrection Cemetery
in Jefferson City.‖

St. Joseph Gazette
May 1, 1930

St. Joseph Daily Gazette
July 27, 1881

Newspapers:
Newspapers are a natural source of additional information especially when the local priest is present for deathrelated events held in the town the newspaper covers, and
for births, baptisms, etc. Many events are officiating duties. In the case of Fred Yehle, he was in attendance (often
as the officiating priest) at most of his direct relatives’ life
events.
Obituary in the St. Joseph News-Press August 11, 1989
Rev. Fred Yehle
 The Rev. Fred J. Yehle, 89, a retired Catholic priest
who was a native of St. Joseph, died Friday, Aug. 4,
1989, at Jefferson City, Mo.
(Continued on page 6)
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 Father Yehle, who at one time had been pastor of Im-







maculate Conception parish in Jefferson City, had been
assistant pastor at Immaculate Conception -- now
Queen of the Apostles -- Church in St. Joseph some 50
years ago.
Ordained in St. Joseph June 11, 1938, he had also been
pastor of churches at Tarkio, Kirksville, Edina, Brunswick, Hannibal and St. Patrick, all in Missouri. Seminary at Conception, Mo., and Kenrick Seminary, St.
Louis.
He observed his golden anniversary as a priest in June
1988.
Surviving: A sister, Isabel Herman, Liberty, Mo.
Services were held Monday in the chapel of St. Joseph’s Home, Jefferson City. Burial was in Resurrection Cemetery, Jefferson City. Arrangements: Dulle
Funeral Home, Jefferson City.

posted a website with pictures, or has posted pictures to a
genealogy website; if so, those pictures will be drawn out
by a search via images.google.com, which will then give
you the opportunity to visit that originating website.
Sometimes just a basic internet search will yield results.
For clergy, using the name of the church along with your
relative’s name can bring results. [Editor’s Note: Using
this search for images, I found many FindAgrave entries
with obituaries showing Fred Yehle officiating at funerals
in addition to searchable newspaper pages with articles
mentioning him.]

St. Joseph Herald
July 1, 1883

Only one sister, Isabelle, outlived him, dying in 1993 at
age 104.
Officiating Duties in the newspaper
Fred officiated at the memorial service/burials of many in
his immediate family:
 February 11, 1971: Ollie Yehle Herman, sister. I










have not found information on Anthony J. Herman
who died 25 Oct 1949.
December 28, 1970: Frances A. Yehle Engelmann,
sister. Another priest officiated for his brother-in-law,
Ludwig J. Engelmann who died 1 Mar 1964.
October 31, 1969: Victor B. Yehle, brother, obituary
mentions Fred as survivor but doesn’t list officiating
priest.
January 26, 1968: Alice L. Morris Yehle, sister-inlaw.
April 9, 1958: Frank F. Herman, brother-in-law (wife
was Isabelle Yehle Herman).
August 9, 1957: Casimir T. Yehle, brother, who died
in St. Paul, Minnesota
April 19, 1952: Katherine Germing Yehle, mother.

Fred’s father, Lambert Yehle, died on June 8, 1938 and
was buried June 10, 1938, the day before Fred was ordained.
U.S. Social Security Death Index
If your relative died in the mid-1960’s or later, you will
find him or her in this government index, available from a
variety of online sources. One free and easy-to-use site is
http://www.ssdi-search.com/.

St. Joseph Daily Gazette
August 5, 1881

Photographs:
Pictures are some of the most sought-after relics of our
ancestors. They are available from private/family sources,
of course, but sometimes you may find that a family has
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Proctorville Methodist Church Restoration
by Karen Corn Patterson

Finding a fitting tribute for a
loved one who has passed away is a
difficult task.
The Proctor family of Caldwell
County, Missouri set out to remember
William (―Bill‖) Ray Proctor who
passed away October 9, 2013. The
Proctor family had been residents of
Caldwell County since the late
1850’s, when Daniel Proctor, Bill’s
William Ray
great-grandfather, established
Proctor, greatProctorville. The small town grew to
grandson of
a population of 75 with a church,
Daniel Proctor,
school, shops, post office, grist and
founder of Procsaw mills and homes. Founder Daniel
torville, MO.
Proctor was elected to two terms in
the Missouri assembly. He died in
1895.
Through the generations,
Proctorville’s population dwindled
and the only remaining building is the
Proctorville Methodist Church. Many
of Daniel Proctor’s descendants,
however, continue to live in the area.
Bill Proctor was among them, and
Daniel Proctor,
although he attended church at
founder of Procvarious places, he never gave up his
torville, MO.
church membership at the Proctorville
Methodist Church.
After Bill’s death, his family
decided that in lieu of flowers at his
funeral, the family would request gifts
to a memorial fund for the restoration
of the Proctorville Church that Bill
loved so much, the same building that
had been constructed in 1868.
On Saturday, April 26, 2014, more
than
30 of Bill Proctor’s family
Mary Jane Story
members
between the ages of 6 and
Proctor, Daniel‟s
90 gathered at the church to begin an
wife.
intensive day of restoration on the
nearly 150 year old building. The exterior was painted, the
roof and stairs repaired, the front doors replaced, old
shrubbery removed and new landscaping planted and
mulched.

Good planning and
utilization of the skills of
family members helped
this project. Rhonda
Garrison, Bill’s
daughter, kept family
members informed by
email. Bill’s
granddaughter married a
contractor, Justin Tilman,
who was able to help with
construction skills and
purchasing of the
materials and equipment
needed.
Workday was a long
day for the family
members and neighbors who helped. The crew had lunch
together and agreed to meet one day a year to continue the
upkeep on the church, according to Lois Dowell-Corn, one
of the family members who attended and a great-greatgranddaughter of Daniel Proctor.
The Bill Proctor Memorial for the restoration of the
Proctorville Methodist Church was established at the
Braymer Pony Express Bank, 213 Main St., Braymer, MO
64624.
The church is located approximately 5 miles north of
Braymer, MO on County Road O and County Road 196. It
is staffed by a volunteer minister and has 21 members. 

The Restored Church

Proctor Descendants and In-Laws
Who Restored the Church
Aubrey Burkholder, Bill Burkholder, Kellie Burkholder, Payton Burkholder, Jodie Carpenter, Taylor Denney, Lois
Dowell-Corn, Rhonda Proctor Garrison, Gabriella Hesse, Josh Hesse, Jean Proctor Hesse, Nate Hesse, Daleny Kiely,
Erin Kiely, Ginny Beth Kiely, Angie Kincade, Jimmy Kincaid, Levi Kincaid, Joy McBee, Robbie McBee, Jake Miller,
Ashley Burkholder Nail, Christopher Nail, Ed Ostervich, Beth Proctor, Doyle Proctor, Kade Proctor, Karen Proctor,
Maricoe Proctor, Sally Proctor, Scott Proctor, Steve Proctor, Gretchen Tilman, Justin Tilman and Olive Tilman. 
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL
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St. Joseph Daily Gazette

Island City Christian Church

May 28, 1889

Island City, Missouri
by Terry Ellen Peterson

While I did not attend this church, it has special meaning for me as several
of my ancestors were from the Island City area and were there at the beginnings of the church in 1878.
My mother, Betty Lou Jennings Peterson, started working on her family
genealogy back in the mid-1980’s. In 1989, while searching for information
on her great-grandmother, Sarah Jane Quigley Funk, she corresponded with
the minister’s wife of the Island City Christian Church. Using the information in the letters they exchanged, my sister, Kristin Peterson Lyons and I
(Terry Ellen Peterson) visited the church in 2012 and again in 2013.
Through their correspondence, my mother was able to obtain information
not only on my great-great-grandmother Sarah Jane Quigley Funk but also
on other family members as well: Sarah’s husband William McHenry
Funk (my great-great-grandfather); Ellender (known as Eleanor) Funk, William’s mother and my third great-grandmother, and John Wesley Quigley,
Sarah’s brother and my second great-grand-uncle.
They were all charter members of the Island City Church when the first
service was held in the newly built structure on May 5, 1878. This information was obtained when my mother was sent the Centennial Homecoming
booklet celebrating their 100th anniversary on June 11, 1978; it listed all of
the 138 names placed on the record from the initial organization of the
church in 1860 to 1879 then the church had been used for one year as a permanent place of worship and all bills had been paid. My mother was given
information from a later listing of members showing Elmer Funk, Maggie
Funk Allen (William and Sarah’s son and daughter) and William Roy Funk
(son of Maggie and Henry Peter Allen) as members. Thus a great deal of
valuable information was obtained through correspondence with the minister’s wife that aided my mother, and now me, in our family genealogical
searches.
What a beautiful small country church in a lovely setting! The church is
all that is left of Island City, Missouri. It is located on UU between King
City and Stanberry, Missouri in Gentry County. It sits on a small hill and
can be seen from the road (UU). We have been there twice, both times in
mid-week and as the church is kept open were able to enter it and feel its
welcome even with only the ghosts of our ancestors there. We hope someday to visit when we can attend a service even though we live far away in
the Chicago area and in Connecticut.

Island City Church

St. Joseph News Press
May 28, 1954
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
10th and Faraon
St. Joseph, Missouri
by Terry Ellen Peterson

While the church beginnings date back
to 1845, my memories of this church date
to the late 1940’s/early 1950’s as I grew
up in this church until my family moved
to Texas in 1956.
I and my sister, Kristin Sue Peterson
Lyons, were the fourth generation to become members of this church with our
great-grandmother, Sarah Elizabeth
―Bessie‖ Pittsenbarger Funk, our
grandmother, Lucy Elnora ―Nora‖ Funk
Jennings, and our mother, Betty Lou
Jennings Peterson all being members
before us.
My memories are vague in some ways
as I was very young, but I still remember
such things as sitting with my Moo-Ma
(Bessie) and Ba-Ba (Nora) during service as my Mom was
in the choir, and fanning ourselves with big paper fans before air conditioning. I remember Wednesday night dinners in the fellowship hall where they served the most delicious dinner rolls and had crafts for children. My brother
Rex Jennings Peterson (we moved before he became a
member), my sister and I all still have our felt Christmas
stockings made there over 60 years ago with the faded glitter and names; our mother put them out every year after
they were made until she passed away in 2011. I also remember Sunday School classes, vacation Bible School
with trips to local parks, the children’s choir, and finally
being old enough to sit by myself with Sunday School
friends in the balcony and thinking what a big building it
was with the many steps up to the front! All great memories!

One of my best memories is that my Dad Alvin Eugene
―Pete‖ Peterson joined the church by transfer of membership the same Sunday I gave my confession of faith followed by my baptism a week or so later.
The particular people that I remember are really two: Dr.
Robert A. ―Bob‖ Thomas (served from 1949-1961) was
the minister in the years before we moved away and Thurley Lefler was the organist for years and also, I believe,
directed the choir. I also remember Dr. Cleo Madison
Chilton being present in the church and taking part in
some services while our family was still living in St. Joseph. He was the minister for 46 years, from 1898 to 1944.
Even after we moved, we often went back for services
when we were in St. Joseph visiting our grandmother and
great-grandmother. It was a special place!


1890 Census Records Destroyed!
Source: St. Joseph Gazette, January 11, 1921
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Five Generations from
Hester Ann Archer Clark

Four Generations from
Katherine Marie (Wenz) Seitz

by Darrel Hanson

by Don Lentz

The photo was taken about 1915.
At the bottom is my mother Elinor (Weis) Lentz, in the back her
mother Lena Katherine (Kirschner) Weis. Lena‟s mother
Rosine „Rosa‟ Eleanor (Seitz) Kirschner is on the right, and
with her three direct descendants around her is Rosa‟s mother
Katherine Marie (Wenz) Seitz.

Call for Submissions

This photo was taken about 1933.
Left to Right: Hester Ann Archer Clark (my great-great-grandmother), George Archer Clark (my great-grand-father, no hat),
Ida Mae Clark Hanson (grandmother holding her granddaughter), Shirley Jean Hanson.
Standing in the back wearing a hat is Robert Clark Hanson,
father of Shirley Jean Hanson.
Hester Ann Archer Clark appeared on page 40 of the Spring
issue of The Journal, Vol. 34. No. 1.

To produce The Journal, we need contributions from
our members: genealogical articles, photos, sketches,
letters, profiles, research tips, your story of a research
incident—anything that you think will be of interest to
other genealogists. We look forward to submissions
from all nine counties in the NWMGS community.
Email submissions to admin@nwmogenealogy.com.
Mail to P.O. Box 382, 412
Felix, St. Joseph, MO, St. Joseph MO 64502. We can’t
wait to hear from you!

Auto/Home/Life/Business
501 S. 36th St., Suite 101
St. Joseph, MO 64506
Bus: 816-232-1060 Fax: 816-232-5537 Res: 816-667-5760
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Irish Wilderness Area, Connection to St. Joseph, Missouri
by Jack Quinn

I used to volunteer with the US Forest Service archaeological programs. One year, I volunteered in the Mark
Twain National Forest of the southern Missouri Ozarks, in
the Irish Wilderness Area. Our project was scheduled for
the week of 17-21 September 2001, which happened to
follow less than one week after the New York City tragedy
on September 11. There was some uncertainty for a few
days as to whether or not the project would be carried
through; however, it was eventually decided by the USFS
personnel that it would proceed as scheduled.
The Forest Service district headquarters out of which we
were to operate was located in the town of Doniphan, Missouri, located in the southeastern quarter of the state, with a
population of slightly over 1,700 in 1990.
The Mark Twain National Forest is the only National
Forest in the state of Missouri, and covers 1.5 million
acres. It consists of about eight non-contiguous sections,
all located in southern Missouri and lying mostly in the
Ozark Plateau. The town of Doniphan is located less than
five miles from the southeast edge of one of these sections,
designated as the Doniphan-Eleven Point Ranger District,
which encompasses several hundred thousand acres.
The Irish Wilderness Area is located within the Doniphan
-Eleven Point Ranger District, at the southwestern side. It
is an area in excess of 16,500 acres, and was designated as
a wilderness area by an act of Congress in 1984. It was
named to commemorate an agricultural community
founded shortly before the Civil War by a Rt. Rev. John J.
Hogan for Catholic Irish immigrants. However, the original community was located not within, but close to what is
now the Irish Wilderness Area. The community, which

Canoe Ferry across the Eleven Point River

was in the crossroads between Union and Southern armies
and militia, with attendant outlaw gangs, was abandoned
before the end of the Civil War. Hogan’s objective had
been to provide a means for the poor Irish immigrants to
establish themselves in a rural community, and avoid exploitation by the rich merchants of St. Louis.
The point across the river from the Irish Wilderness Area,
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

where we disembarked, was only about a quarter mile
downstream from a park. Upon reaching the far bank, we
had to scramble up a hill to get to the hiking trail leading to
the site. Fortunately, there were tree roots conveniently
located on the bank.
As in many regions of the world, the Ozark plateau has
undergone repeated cycles of uplift, erosion, and redeposition. For several hundred million years, the sea periodically covered the land, and then retreated. Sedimentation from the marine life eventually built up a several thousand-foot layer of limestone and dolomite, the latter a carbonate mineral similar to limestone, but with magnesium
added. The last uplift phase occurred several million years
ago in the Miocene
Geologic Epoch.
The limestone and
dolomite, some 4,000
feet thick in places, is
readily eroded by a
mild acidic solution,
such as carbonic acid
Dolomite Cliff on Irish Wilderness
which occurs natuside of Eleven Point River
rally in rainfall, resulting in southern
Missouri being what is known as a karst region; karst topography is characterized by soft rock that slowly dissolves to form caves, sinkholes and springs. It is reported
that over 5,000 caves exist within the state, most of them
located in southern Missouri. The largest spring in the
state is called, suitably, Big Spring. In wet years, the flow
rate from that spring is reported to be close to one billion
gallons a day. We visited Big Spring on the last day of our
program, but it was a dry year, and the flow rate of the
spring was
well below
the normal
level.
Also, on the
last day, we
looked out
over the
Ozark Plateau from an
Big Spring
observation
point on one
of the highways. It could be seen (when pointed out to us),
that most of the mountain peaks were at about the same
elevation. These peaks are essentially what is left of the
originally flat plateau, after the valleys had been eroded
away. Thus, the Ozark Mountains are actually a dissected
plateau, and were not formed by the same geologic processes that formed the Sierra Nevada or the Rocky Mountains. The Ozark Mountains have peaks that reach a maxi(Continued on page 12)
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(Irish Wilderness continued from page 11)

mum elevation of somewhat over 2,000 feet; the Sierra
Nevada and Rocky Mountains have peaks of over 14,000
feet in elevation.

Ozark Scenic Overlook

missions throughout the state of Missouri between 1857
and 1868, traveling by horseback, stage coach, and by
train. He wrote a very interesting autobiography entitled:
On the Mission in Missouri.
In September 1868, Rt. Rev. Hogan was appointed as the
first Bishop of the new diocese of St. Joseph, Missouri, my
hometown. It was an appointment that he reportedly accepted with a great deal of reluctance. After he was appointed the Bishop of St. Joseph, his traveling days were
essentially over. It no doubt was this spirit of adventure
that he missed. In the following year, as one of his first
acts, he founded the St. Joseph Cathedral. It still stands on
the original site.
The St. Joseph Cathedral was the parish of both my maternal and paternal families. In fact, it was Bishop Hogan
who on January 3, 1869 baptized my paternal grandmother,
Ellen Cecelia Spain (later to become the wife of John F.
Quinn, another Irish immigrant).
(Continued on page 13)

During the week, we located and mapped many historic
period sites, former homesteads, farms, and a railroad line
that probably was used in the lumber business. We also
located and mapped a portion of a Civilian Conservation
Corps camp. A very few pre-historic artifacts were also

St. Joseph Cathedral
(From St. Joseph Cathedral Parish,
Our Story 1845-1995)

The Civilian Conservation Corps

From St. Joseph Cathedral Parish, Our Story 1845-1995

located. The poison ivy was beautiful and profuse.
The Rt. Rev. John J. Hogan who had founded the area
for Irish immigrants in southern Missouri was an interesting individual. He was a highly educated Irish immigrant
who later graduated from a seminary in St. Louis. Hogan
was a dedicated, fearless individual who faced all types of
hardships and personal physical risks to found Catholic
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Operated under the supervision of the US Army, The
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was created in 1933 as
part of Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal Program to get the
nation back to work and to begin conserving the country’s
national resources.
Run much like the army, the CCC utilized the services of
over 500,000 young men between 1933 and 1935. The
workers planted trees on land laid bare by deforestation,
erosion, or forest fire. Campgrounds were created, and
rivers and lakes restocked with fish. Historic Civil War
battlefields were restored and preserved by the CCC.
According to the History Channel’s website, ―In less
than 10 years, the Civilian Conservation Corps built more
than 800 parks and planted nearly 3 billion trees nationwide.‖
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LDS Church Contribution to Genealogy
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery and Kelly Alvarado

Researching your ancestor, as we all know, requires
patience. Not everything you need is going to jump out
at you the first time you look for it. Finding church records is no different. However, as genealogists we all
have the Church of Latter Day Saints (LDS), or Mormons, to thank for much of the record preservation that
exists today.
For many years the LDS church has actively sought out
the records of many other religions as well as nonreligious records and microfilmed them. Have you ever
wondered why? The Mormons are known for being big
fans of genealogy, so it’s no surprise they would want the
records for use in researching. However, their motivation
is larger than preservation.
The Mormon faith decrees that people are sealed to
each other, to the church and to their families. Their faith
also allows for the sealing of those who have passed. In
doing so the dead can be taught the gospel in the spirit
world. By researching and knowing who their ancestors
are, the Mormon faith can be brought to them. For that
reason, the LDS believes in genealogy very strongly.
Whether you agree with this religious philosophy or not,
the work of the LDS for the benefit of all genealogists
cannot be overlooked.
Mormons have amassed a monumental library of ancestral information and saved precious documents for future
generations by visiting courthouses, libraries, and other
document repositories all over the world to microfilm
their records. This on-going mission is making our records virtually impervious to disaster, natural or manmade.
The records the Mormons have collected are stored in
the Granite Mountain Records Vault near Salt Lake City,
headquarters for the Church. This climate controlled nuclear-proof storage vault contains over two million rolls

(Irish Wilderness continued from page 12)

I first became knowledgeable of Bishop Hogan when I
borrowed a copy of the 150-year history of the St. Joseph
Cathedral. When I applied for the week of volunteer work
with the U.S. Forest Service in southern Missouri, I was
not yet aware of the connection to Rt. Rev. Hogan. After
learning of that association, I obtained and read his autobiography. But, later, I had to return the Cathedral history
book to its owner. I let Kelly Alvarado of the NWMGS
know that I would really, really like to have a copy of that
book for my library; but copies were in short supply.
However, it was not long before a lovely lady by the name
of Carol Almanza somehow acquired a copy and sent it to
me - as a gift! I would have paid a small fortune for it. I
have many friends at the NWMGS, and Carol stands high
among them.

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

of microfilm with 3.5 billion images containing names and
data of the dead, at last count—it grows daily. Although
the collection practice is largely focused on Mormon ancestors, we all benefit from it. The church website is well
known to genealogists: familysearch.org. The Church is in
the process of uploading all its Granite Mountain records to
the internet, where they can be searched at
familysearch.org. According to the PBS show Frontline,
this transfer of records to the internet, originally estimated
to take 120 years, is now estimated to take only 10 as a result of technological advances.
The LDS makes all of the records they have collected
over the years available at virtually no cost. Their website,
FamilySearch.org, is one of the most utilized sources to
access records around the world. Since neither local, state
nor federal records of vital events were required during the
18th century, the first century of the United States, and in
many cases, they weren’t for the 19th century either, the
only record that exists may well be a church record. How
then does one go about finding these often times elusive
sets of crucial data?
The first step is to determine what religion your ancestor
may have been. With over 20 major religions in the United
States, finding the right records for the right denomination
for the right time period is a task unto itself. Several items
can give you clues as to which church to begin with. A
marriage license may list the name of the officiant that performed the ceremony. A city directory may potentially be
able to cross reference what religion the ancestor was associated with. An obituary may mention a church where the
service took place, a church cemetery as the place of interment, or the name of the officiant. Don’t forget to check all
of these for the children of the person in question, as well
as their siblings. If several members of the family turn out
to be one faith, there’s a pretty good chance the one you’re
looking for will be too.
Investigate the churches that were available to your ancestor. In small towns or rural areas, the specific denomination may not have been important if only one church existed. In larger cities there could be multiple congregations
of the same faith, so looking at the one closest to the residence would be the most logical place to start.
Once you’ve determined a probable religion, the challenge becomes finding what records that particular religion
kept, and more importantly, where those records are now.
If the church still exists, then of course that would be the
place to begin. Some churches keep their records in house,
and some send them to church archives or the headquarters
of the denomination. Contacting a local church of the
same denomination could shed light on what the current
practice for record retention is, but it will most likely be
necessary to contact the headquarters to determine what
past practices were. Each office will have its own set of
(Continued on page 18)
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A Brief History of Saint Francis Xavier Parish, Saint Joseph, Missouri
by Kay Younger Mallon

With the expansion of the City of Saint Joseph, new ―suburban‖ developments

were begun in the mid-1880’s in the area east of 22nd street. Wyatt Park was developed south of Messanie Street while Oak Hill was the development north of
Messanie. As the neighborhood became populated, churches were established.
Along with Wyatt Park Christian, Wyatt Park Baptist and Huffman Memorial
Methodist, the Catholic diocese of St. Joseph arranged with the Society of the
Precious Blood (C.PP.S is the abbreviation of the Latin name) to build and staff
Saint Francis Xavier Roman Catholic parish in Wyatt Park.
The parish was established in 1890 at the southwest corner of 27th and Seneca.
Rev. Pius Heckman C.PP.S led the organizational effort and Rev. Seraphim
Kunkler, C.PP.S was the first pastor. The first church was consecrated in June
of 1891 and served as church, rectory and school until the ―new‖ Gothic church
was later built and dedicated in 1909. A rectory was built in 1906. The older
church building was then used as a school until it was razed to make room for the
―new‖ school which opened in 1934.
(Continued on page 15)

Interior restoration done by RatiganSchottler, Beatrice, NE

St. Joseph Gazette
March 23, 1940

The wedding of Charlene Kay Younger Mallon and John Mallon in St. Francis Xavier Church.
The flower girl is the bride‟s youngest sister Kim Younger Fitzpatrick, age five. The matron of
honor is Martha Haskey Bullimore, the bride‟s best friend. The best man is John‟s brother, David
Mallon.
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27th and Seneca streets. It now serves as the location of the
parish House of Bread ministry. Established in the early
1980’s, The House of Bread provides assistance to the
needy.
Key Dates:
February, 1961: School addition completed on the west
end of the 1934 school.
January, 1972: Church remodeled on the interior to respond to Vatican II norms.
February, 1988: Parish Center completed and dedicated.
December, 2001: Church interior redone to reflect the
original design and style.
The Mallon wedding party exits St. Francis Xavier Church on
their wedding day July 4, 1962.
(A Brief History continued from page 14)

In 1891, the first teacher at the original school was a layman. Then, the Precious Blood Sisters staffed the school
from 1892 until 1976. The school has been the primary
―mission‖ of the parish since the foundation of the parish.
A new rectory was built in 1922 and the sisters occupied
the 1906 rectory house as their convent. In 1949 a convent
for the teaching sisters was built on the northeast corner of

October, 2002: Gaspar Hall (between the rectory and the
church) dedicated.
Sources and references:
1) St. Francis Xavier Parish, St. Joseph, Missouri 18901990. Centennial publication.
2) Walking in the footsteps of St. Francis Xavier, A Celebration of the Centennial of our Present Worship Space,
1909 - 2009.
3) Dedicatory Souvenir of St. Francis Xavier New School,
November 29, 1934.

St. Joseph Gazette

St. Joseph Gazette
April 5, 1930
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Sugar Creek Christian Church
Southeast of Rushville, Buchanan County, Missouri
by Bob Turpin

The gift of hindsight provides a
perspective that could not once have
been imagined. The little Sugar Creek
Christian Church, southeast of Rushville in Buchanan County, Missouri,
has been a vital and vibrant community center since its founding in 1838.
A log church (shared with a school)
and two frame buildings preceded the
beautiful, multifunctional current
building erected in the 1990s.
The founding pastor, Elder William
Allison, and his family were friends
of my mom’s Hurst greatgrandparents – Armstead and Matilda
(Faris) Hurst – who made the arduous drive by horse and wagon to attend church at Sugar Creek from the
1840s (when there were still Native
American Indian tribes in the area)
until a Christian church was built
closer to their farm home in nearby
DeKalb in the 1870s. Matilda’s
brother, John Collins Faris, followed
her and Armstead to Buchanan
County, Missouri in the 1840’s and
settled in the Sugar Creek community,
where his descendants are still among
the present Sugar Creek Christian
Church members.
Meanwhile, on my dad’s side of the

Benjamin Franklin Stuart

The Sugar Creek Christian
Church structure from the
1870s-1993. Interesting, the
front door on the west side
was originally on the east,
according to Jessie Stuart
Turpin (who is faintly visible
by front door.) The entrance
was moved around 1900 and
the sanctuary refocused because of the steep steps up to
the church on the east. Photo
by Granville Turpin in the
1950‟s.

family tree, my second great grandparents Benjamin F. and Martha
(Cox) Stuart settled on a quarter section two miles directly east of Sugar
Creek Christian Church in 1856 after
having lived the previous 15 years of
their married life in and near Weston,
Missouri. Only one of their six children lived well into adulthood – my
great-grandfather Benjamin Franklin
Stuart, who was a prize-winning apple orchardist, school teacher, inventor with patents to his name, columnist
for the DeKalb Tribune, and four-term
legislator from Buchanan County to
the Missouri House of Representatives, where he served as Speaker pro
tem in the 1890’s.
According to my grandmother Jessie
Stuart Turpin, it was a Sunday morning ritual to get the six Stuart children
into their ―Sunday-go-to-meetin’‖
clothes and headed off in the wagon or
sled to the little Sugar Creek Church –
where Grandfather Stuart had his
―special place‖ (in my grandmother’s
description) in the same pew each
Sunday – up front with the men folk.
Women and children sat further back.
The effect of this country church was
not lost on the faith of the children in
the rear, however; one child, Ben’s
youngest son Julian Stuart, became a
nationally prominent minister serving
in the denominational offices of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
in Indianapolis, after having earlier
served as pastor of Wyatt Park Chris-

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

tian Church in St. Joseph.
Julian’s brother, who bore his father’s name, Ben Stuart, also became
a Christian Church minister and
served a number of churches in
southern Missouri. And their sister
Blanche’s son, Granville Beitzel, also
became a Christian Church minister,
serving for many years in Washington and Idaho. My dad’s sister,
Eugenia Turpin, became the bride of
Frank McQueen, Jr., during the
Sugar Creek Church’s 1938 centennial, the church’s first formal wedding; it was officiated by my greatuncle, Rev. Julian Stuart.
My Turpin great-grandparents
moved from Bean Lake in Platte
County to a farm southeast of Sugar
Creek just before 1900 and soon became active in the Sugar Creek Christian Church. Great-grandmother
Catherine Yocam Turpin was a hardworking supporter of the church’s
Ladies Aid Society in the early
1900s. Their son Granville Turpin
would later serve more than 30 years
as a hands-on president of the Sugar
Creek Cemetery Association, where
he established perpetual care upkeep
and personally marked the entire
cemetery with concrete section markers. His brother Sanford Turpin had
children who are still active members
of the church.
Granville Turpin met Ben Stuart’s
daughter Jessie at the church and they
(Continued on page 17)
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Sugar Creek
Ladies Aid Society
1925
Back row, left to right:
Nora Hays, Bess Jones, Kate Yocam
Turpin, Fannie Allison Sutten, Kate Allison Keller.
Front Row, left to right: Stella Brumley,
Rosa Willits Faris, Lucy Jones Moore,
Amanda Jones.
Picture was taken by my grandmother
Jessie Stuart Turpin on her old Kodak box
camera.
(Sugar Creek continued from page 16)

were engaged there following a
church Christmas Eve gathering in
1914. My grandmother Jessie Stuart
Turpin taught children’s Sunday
School classes in the church from the
1920’s until she moved to St. Joseph
in 1945; in her writings, she muses
over how many scores of children she
taught Bible stories and verses to during those years. And Granville and
Jessie’s son, my dad Glenn Stuart
Turpin, was baptized in the cold waters of the Sugar Creek one spring
morning in the 1930’s, after the cattle,
which had previously been occupying
the creek bed, were shooed away.
With members of three branches of
my family tree being touched by the
Sugar Creek Christian Church over
more than a hundred years, its effect
could not be lost on me. I first attended the church on a sub-zero January day in 1970 when it was so cold
that my grandfather Turpin’s
―graveside‖ committal had to be held
inside the church building, where it
wasn’t much warmer than the frigid
outdoors. I have often thought about
those three branches of my family tree
worshiping in that same place in the
1800’s. They had no clue that one
day their families would be united in
marriage, even though they were already bound in a strong Christian fellowship.
I drove by the frame structure of the
Sugar Creek Christian Church on
Christmas Eve in 1993, after visiting
my grandmother in Rushville, not
knowing that my glimpse of the dear

Grandmother Jessie Stuart Turpin standing second from left, her sister Claire Stuart
on her left, and their sister Blanche in front of Claire in dark dress in this 1910 picture
of Sugar Creek Church young ladies.

old church on the way home would be
my last. The old heating system exploded a few days later and the structure was destroyed by the ensuing fire.
Folks at Sugar Creek Church, descendants of my ancestors, have told
me that they really had no intention of
trying to rebuild the church, but so
many donations were sent from all
over the nation that they had to do
something with them, and the new
church building stands today as an
ongoing center of worship and community life, more vital than before the
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fire. It was a privilege to share as a
guest in the church’s 175th anniversary in August 2013, and I am very
proud to have had some little part
through my ancestors in this vibrant
church that continues to faithfully
serve. And perhaps the effect was
even more profound, as I also became
a Christian Church minister in 1967,
serving through my retirement in
2009. My brother James Turpin has
also served as a Christian Church
youth minister and Army chaplain. 
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Another View of
Sugar Creek Christian Church
Rushville, Buchanan County, Missouri
by Judy Bayless

My family’s history with the Sugar Creek Christian
Church goes back to its founders, John Harrison Allison
(my great-great-grandfather), and his brother William
George Allison. The brothers arrived in Buchanan County
shortly after the Platte Purchase opened the area for settlement. The church was organized in 1838 with William Allison preaching and John H. Allison leading the singing
and directing the choir.
My grandfather, Merlin Allison – John H. Allison’s
grandson – was born at the old Allison homestead on April
7, 1892, and died in Lubbock, Texas, on January 28, 1995,
two-and-a-half months before his 103rd birthday. He
loved telling stories about Rushville and the Sugar Creek
Church where he was baptized in the creek that runs
nearby the church. He said that when the church began,
Indians still camped over the hill.
Many years ago, another descendant of John Harrison
Allison, Betty Dagenais, a long-time genealogist and wellknown Buchanan County researcher, now deceased, wrote
a history of the Sugar Creek Church. According to Betty,
the original church was a log structure, but by 1872, it had
been damaged several times by floods, and the decision
was made to build a frame building in a drier spot. That
church was completed in 1879, at a cost of $2,000.00. (I
have been trying to locate a copy of this church history to
purchase; if any reader may know of one, please contact
the NWMGS Library so that they can alert me.)
At the centennial celebration in 1938, my grandfather’s
cousin, Virgil Keller Allison, was the guest preacher. My
mother, Mary Lee Allison (later Wiser), sang ―Open the
Gates of the Temple‖ while my grandfather accompanied
(LDS continued from page 13)

rules as well. Some will allow access to the originals, others will perform the search for you, and others will not allow any access at all.
Keep in mind that the officiant of the church may have
kept the records for himself. When he moved on, so did
the records. It is entirely possible that proof you seek for a
birth in Pennsylvania may end up in a local historical society in Montana. Follow the preacher’s trail, and if possible, determine where he ended up. Then check the local
university, library, historical society or genealogical society to find out if they hold any of his records. A few hours
spent finding a descendant of the officiant, who may still
hold the records in their attic, could pay very large dividends as well.
Luckily for many of us, the LDS has done a lot of this
work already. Check their website for a very comprehensive state-by-state listing of what church records exist.
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Sugar Creek Cemetery, Rushville, Missouri

her on the piano. My mother was 16 years old at the time.
The Allisons were a very musical family. My grandfather’s cousin Guy Allison had a beautiful tenor voice and
often sang duets with my grandmother, Gladys. My grandfather Merlin always accompanied them on the piano.
Many family members are buried in the Sugar Creek
Cemetery next to the church, including Merlin’s parents
(my great-grandparents) Houston and Polly Ann (Seever)
Allison. My mother remembers that after they moved to St
Joseph, they always went back to Rushville on Decoration
Day (as Memorial Day used to be called) to put flowers or
plants on the graves.
Each visit to Rushville and the Sugar Creek Christian
Church and Sugar Creek Cemetery reminds me of the historic role my ancestors played in the settlement of the region.

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/
United_States_Church_Records
Using ―church‖ as a keyword when performing a search
will yield several hundred results on FamilySearch.org as
well. Use the filters to sift through all of the results until
you find the set that looks promising. Be sure to read the
wiki page for the record set to learn the limitations of those
particular records. Knowing what they include and exclude before you begin may save hours of valuable research time and effort.
And finally, don’t give up! While church records are one
of the smallest category of online indexed records, multitudes of them exist in the microfilm archives of the LDS
church. Be sure to avail yourself of the free services available at a local family research library. They are staffed by
volunteers who can help you determine if the records you
seek are within the vast vault of over 1 million rolls of microfilm held by the LDS. The treasure is there for any who
persevere long enough to discover it.
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First Communion at Sts. Peter and Paul
by Doni Mollus

Saints Peter and Paul church on War-

.

First communion certificate of Cecelia
Nowak Serocki, born in 1905 in St Joseph, MO to John and Constance
Zwolankowska Nowak. The family belonged to Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic
Church (the “Polish” church at Warsaw
and Messanie). The certificate, in Polish, was awarded on June 8,
1919. Cecelia‟s Polish name is “Cecylia
Nowak.”

saw Avenue just off Messanie near 22nd
Street was built entirely to serve the
growing Polish community in St. Joseph,
thriving in the neighborhood surrounding
it. [Ed. Note: this part of town was often
referred to as ―Goosetown‖ because of
the abundant poultry kept by the Polish
immigrants there. As late as the 1950’s,
St. Joseph families all over town kept
poultry in their back yards for fresh eggs
and meat.]
On early city maps, Warsaw Avenue
was called ―19 1/2 street.‖ At one time,
the church operated a grade school from
which my father graduated (see picture on
page 20). My father’s graduating class
was composed of two boys and four
girls. I was married there in 1976, just
Cecelia Nowak Serocki‟s
one year before the parish merged with
first communion portrait.
Immaculate Conception and the church
was closed.
Charles Serocki, the white sheep of the original Serocki gang, became a priest
in his 40’s, and served a mass there before being posted to the wilds of Oregon.
The church is usually referred to as ―the Polish church,‖ and Immaculate
Conception (now the Twin Spires Museum) on 10th & Messanie as ―the German
church.‖
It really isn’t a very large church inside...it just looks imposing sitting up on
that hill. It was a beautiful little church inside, and the stained-glass windows
were absolutely gorgeous. Most of my family for generations passed
through that church, baptized, married, and buried. There was a marble holy water font there at the back, donated in memory of one of my paternal greatgrandfathers, Martin Mollus. I used to be sure to use that one when I was little,
although at the time I had no idea who he was.

First communion portrait of
Charline Serocki Mollus, daughter of Cecelia Nowak Serocki
and Charles Serocki. Born in
1931, Charline‟s first communion was at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church (the
“German” church) on 10th street
in St. Joseph, Missouri, on May
7, 1939. The family lived just
down the street from Sts. Peter
and Paul and were Polish, but
family legend has it that her
grandfather John Serocki (the
black sheep featured in the
March 2014 Journal), had had a
disagreement with the nuns
teaching at Sts. Peter and Paul‟s
school, and his family thereafter
attended Immaculate Conception.
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First communion
portrait of Donald
M. Mollus, husband of Charline
Serocki Mollus.
He was born in
1928 and died in
2000. Donald‟s
parents were
Laudy A. Mollus
and Rose Barbara
Rynazewski; his
daughter Doni
Mollus notes, “It
must have been
hard for some of
these poor immigrant families to
come up with the money for the fancy clothes and formal pictures.”
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St. Joseph Gazette

St. Peter and Paul Catholic School
Graduating Class of 1942

March 23, 1940

by Doni Mollus
Donald Mollus
graduates from 8th
grade, most likely
1942, at Sts. Peter
and Paul Catholic
School, which was
part of the
church. The school
was two buildings
south of the church;
the middle building
was the rectory, and
that is where the
photo was taken. My
father is the shorter
young man to the
left, standing next to
the priest. I believe
one of the girls is a
Pankewicz, who
would be a cousin of my father‟s. I‟m not sure about the others. The boys, if they went
on to high school, would have gone to Christian Brothers High School, where my father
went. The girls would have been sent to the Sacred Heart Convent.

Warsaw Avenue used to be
known as 191/2
Street, but the
name was
changed for the
large Polish
population in that neighborhood. See
our article in The Journal, October
2014, entitled What You Can Learn
from a St. Joseph City Directory, discussing changed street names.

St. James First Communion
by Doni Mollus
Left: The priest in this photo, identified by the secretary at St James, was Father Jeremiah
O’Donnell. He served there from 1910 to 1926. This photo, found in my grandmother‟s
effects, is one that was published in the second News-Press book, Our St. Joseph Treasured
Images. The Feast of the Assumption celebrated Mary‟s being taken bodily up into heaven,
and was held in early May, around Mother‟s Day. This feast day was used by the early
church to offset the pagan May Day festival, and borrowed some of the rituals, like the
maypole dance. The little girls in the photo were going to be part of a procession into the
church, to crown the statue of Mary with a flower crown.

Right: This is a picture of the inside of St.
James Church, decorated for the procession to
celebrate the Feast of the Assumption; I assume
it‟s the same day as the photo of the little girls,
above. The church did not have copies of these
photos, so I sent some to the secretary. This
one also appeared in the News-Press book.
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL
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White Sheep of the Family
by Doni Mollus

In the last edition of The Journal, I wrote about the
younger sons of Alexander and Franciszka Goldian Serocki. John, Conrad, Frank, and Joseph were always in
trouble with the law…everything from drunk-anddisorderly to theft to homicide. Family rumor had it that
trouble with the law in their homeland led to the family’s
immigration to the US. In this edition, however, I want to
tell the story of the oldest son Charles, who was the family’s white sheep in a flock of black sheep.
According to the baptismal records, Charles was born
November 1, 1860, in a small town called Lessen, in German-occupied Poland, the oldest of ten children. He shows
up in the St. Joseph, Missouri, city directory around 1879.
Charles (Karol in Polish, Carl/Karl in German) apparently
had a life-long ambition to become a priest, but his father
Alexander absolutely forbade it. Charles, as a dutiful son,
abandoned his dreams and worked hard in the family’s
meat business, and prospered to the point of owning some
property (he owned the farm John Serocki was living on at
the time of the shoot-out with Conrad). He took care of his
mother until her death in 1896, and his father until his
death in 1897.
At that point, aged 37, Charles decided his life was now
his own, and he set about making his dream of becoming a
priest reality. He enrolled himself in St. Cyril and Methodius Seminary (essentially a Catholic preparatory high
school) in Detroit, Michigan, where he studied Latin and
Greek with teenaged boys, without asking for special treatment. From there he went to St. Francis Seminary in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to study philosophy, and finally to St.
Paul Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, for theology training. He had had to shave two years off his age, reporting
his birth year as 1862 instead of 1860, in order to squeak in
below the 40-year age limit for ordination. He was ordained in early 1903 in St. Paul, Minnesota, just months
before his 43rd birthday. Father Charles celebrated his first
Mass after ordination in his ―home‖ parish of Sts. Peter and
Paul (the ―Polish‖ church at 20th and Messanie) in St. Joseph, Missouri, on June 21, 1903.
And that was just the beginning!
One of Charles’ fellow students at St. Paul’s, George
Thompson, was from Portland, Oregon, and convinced
Charles that there was a need for him out west. Charles
therefore applied to Archbishop Alexander Christie, of the
Archdiocese of Portland, and was sent to the Territory of
Oregon, where he served with other clergy in several missions in and around Sublimity, Oregon. In 1907, a group
of Polish immigrants in Portland, Oregon, decided that
they needed a parish of their own, with a priest who could
say Mass in their native tongue. A delegation from the
group approached the Archbishop of the Portland diocese,
the Rev. Christie, and demanded a church of their own
with a Polish priest. The Archbishop initially tried to dissuade them, but, according to a history of St. Stanislaus
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

parish, ―…one of
them, in an excited
mood, forcefully
presented his point
to Archbishop
Christie, by a
heavy fistic blow
on the Ordinary’s
desk…‖ The
Archbishop gave
in, and Father
Charles Seroski
(sic) was called to
service. Father
Charles was given
the call, but very
little else in the
way of resources
to meet the call.
Apparently some
of Father Charles’s
fellow religious
didn’t believe it
could be done, one
Father Charles Serocki
of them saying
(according to the parish historical notes), ―I’ll have hair
growing on the palm of my hand before you, Charley, will
build a parish church for the Poles.‖
Monsignor Black apparently wasn’t familiar with the tenacity of the Poles (tenacity is a virtue, stubbornness is a
vice…). Father Charles did build St. Stanislaus Church
nearly single-handedly. He started off by walking around
to where the Polish immigrants lived, begging them and
others for donations with which to buy materials to build
the church. According to the parish historical notes, he
trudged miles a day for many, many days gathering funds.
Once he had sufficient
means set aside, the real
work began:
It is an established fact
that Rev. Seroski (sic)
dug the ditches for the
sewage pipes; he carried lumber on his back
from the near-by lumber yards; he fell off the
Current Google Map of St.
church roof and susStanislaus Polish Church
tained several broken
ribs in an effort to do some work on the church roof.
(St. Stanislaus Parish historical notes)
The cornerstone was laid July 4, 1907, and Archbishop
Christie solemnly dedicated the church on December 16,
1908. Father Charles therefore accomplished what many
(Continued on page 22)
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stocky and as time passed, his stomach protruded unbelieved to be impossible in roughly a year and a half. He,
fashionably, making it difficult for him to button his
however, was not allowed much time to savor his success.
coat. Most of the time he looked as though he had just
Father Charles served as the pastor for St. Stanislaus
gotten out of bed. (pp. 233-234)
Church for only three years before being called to other
Father Charles served as the chaplain for the Sisters of St.
duties; the church is still in service, at 3916 North InterMary of Oregon for seven years, although in his final years
state Avenue in Portland, and still serves the descendants
he was more a resident patient cared for by the Sisters. In
of the original Polish immigrants, offering Polish-language
May 1934, the Sisters received word from the Vatican that
Masses and a Polish-language website
their prayers had been answered, as they were granted offi(www.ststanislausparish.com/).
cial recognition as a religious order by the Pope. Mother
In October 1912 Archbishop Christie named Father
Seraphim, the Superior of the Order, had longed to build a
Charles to serve as pastor to Sacred Heart Church in Gerchapel for the Motherhouse in time for the Order’s Golden
vais, Oregon. His tenure at Sacred Heart was uneventful
Jubilee in 1936, especially after their long-fought-for sucfor a decade. Then, Father Charles’ tenacity was tested yet
cess in becoming officially recognized. But in the early
again, when the church, for the second time in its history,
1930’s, money was extremely tight, and borrowing was
burned to the ground on June 10, 1922. Father Charles
unthinkable, according to the Archbishop. When a $25
rallied his parish, and, although this time he supplied
donation was given specifically to be used for ―the new
mostly leadership and enthusiasm instead of muscle, the
chapel,‖ the Sisters started a ―building fund‖ in 1931, hopcornerstone for the new church was laid in less than two
ing against all hope that their prayers would again be anmonths. According to a clipping from
swered.
the Gervais Star (100 Years- Sacred
In January 1935, the now 74-yearHeart Church, Gervais, Oregon),
old Father Charles, chronically ill
After the morning services The
and under the care of the Sisters,
Ladies Altar Society served a
presented them with a check for
chicken dinner in the Gervais City
$5,000 for their building fund.
Hall, the net receipts of which
That brought their savings to
amounted to $183.05. The pro$11,000, which was $20,000 short
ceeds will be used in buying furof the amount needed to construct
nishings for the new church.
the chapel. Mother Seraphim deFather Charles continued at Sacred
cided to petition the Vatican for
Heart until 1926, serving as pastor for
permission to borrow the $20,000;
a little over 13 years. It was the longthe petition was granted, subject to
est term of service of his priesthood;
the local Archbishop’s approval.
1935, St. Mary of the Valley,
he was now 66 years old.
Archbishop Edward Howard, howthe chapel built through Father Charles‟ donaThe Archbishop next appointed Faever, denied his permission, given
tions
and
bequest.
ther Charles to take charge of Linnton
that the economy was still suffering
Parish in November 1928, but at 68,
from the ravages of the Great DeFather Charles was not able to take up his duties there due
pression, requesting that the Sisters wait at least one year
to illness. The common practice was to place older or
longer, and then ask him again. The Sisters felt that the
sickly priests as chaplains to religious orders, where duties
chapel could not now be finished in time for their Golden
were less rigorous than serving as a parish priest. And so
Jubilee.
Father Charles came to the Convent of the Sisters of St.
But once again the Sisters’ prayers were answered, and,
Mary of Oregon in Beaverton, Oregon.
once again, Father Charles ―built‖ a church. Father
Much of what I know of Father Charles’ story after he
Charles died in October 1935, just shy of his 75th birthday.
left St. Joseph to study for the priesthood comes from the
In his will, he left the Sisters of St. Mary another $10,000.
Sisters. They were extremely generous when they learned
With that generous donation greatly reducing the amount
I was related to Father Charles, whom they still greatly
they needed to borrow, the Sisters were able to persuade
revere. The Sisters sent me a copy of their history, These
the Archbishop to give his approval and construction of the
Valiant Women, along with a portrait of Father Charles, a
chapel began. Thus the dedication of the chapel began the
picture of his gravestone, and other information (although
year of their Golden Jubilee instead of ending it. Father
some of it I know to be incorrect).
Charles’ $15,000 total donation provided nearly half of the
In the history, Father Charles is described as
money needed to build the chapel; one has to be curious as
…a diamond in the rough. His stiff-looking hair was
to how an old priest, who had served in small, poor parbrushed forward and cut like a boy immigrant just off
ishes and as chaplain to a very small, very poor order of
the boat. His plain, moon-shaped face presented a picnuns had managed to accumulate such a fortune.
ture of stolid gloom, though his eyes looked up hopefully
From research on my great-grandfather, John Serocki, I
like an honest servant on pay day. He was short and
(Continued on page 29)
(White Sheep continued from page 21)
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Wedding Traditions
by Doni Mollus

Charles Serocki and Cecelia Josephine Nowak, married
November 6, 1928 at
Immaculate Conception Church
in St. Joseph, Missouri

Charline
Serocki‟s
Sacred Heart
graduation
photo, 1949.
See story on
page 39, Sacred
Heart History

The 1928 church marriage document for the marriage
of my grandparents, Cecelia Nowak and Charles Serocki, shows Joseph as the groom putting the wedding
ring on the bride Mary’s right hand. I did a little research, and found that in Germany, the custom was to
wear the engagement ring on the left hand, and then
move it to the right hand with the wedding ring when
married.
In Poland, both engagement and wedding rings were
worn upon the right hand, and this is apparently still true
today, although many choose to follow the Western tradition and wear both rings on the left hand. I remember
seeing that same picture from the wedding certificate on
a wall in a church, possibly Conception Abbey before it
was remodeled, and I remember wondering why they
had shown the right hand...now I know the ―rest of the
story.‖


Alert to Genealogists
by Doni Mollus
My great-grandfather John Serocki’s oldest son John was
baptized at both St. Francis and at Immaculate Conception, on
the same day, according to records from those churches. So
be alert that if you find an ancestor in one place, you may find
him in another as well, providing you with another mystery to
solve.
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God’s House
Agency, Missouri
by Joyce Ridge

Agency Methodist Church
1907
Originally published in the Agency Picnic
Newspaper in 2014. Republished by permission.

The Bible states we are to show
reverence to God and things that represent His person and presence. In
the Old Testament the Israelites were
reminded ―Observe my Sabbaths and
have reverence for my sanctuary‖ (Leviticus 19:30). The word
―sanctuary‖ at that time was a tent.
Yet, the presence of the LORD made
even the most commonplace setting
very special and deserving of reverence.
What served as a ―sanctuary‖ in the
1850’s when Agency was being settled was the Union House atop the hill
where the cemetery is now. The
building served as a community meeting place and quartered the militia
during the Civil War. What makes
the building’s use as a sanctuary unusual is the fact that four denominations each took a turn conducting a
service one Sunday a month and rotating on the fifth Sunday. Most people
attended all four worship services
each month as well as Sunday school.
The four denominations were Baptist,
Christian, Methodist, and Presbyterian. Two of these original churches,
the Agency Christian Church and the

Agency Methodist Church, continue to exist in the Agency community.
The two churches share several
commonalties. Both church congregations have a few members
who are descendants of the early
church organizers. Both churches
broke away from the Union Building. The Methodist Church was
first to leave. The church moved
sometime in the 1870’ or 1880’s a
block east and a block north. The
Methodist Church stayed in that
location until 1907 when a new
brick church was built on Main
Street in the north part of Agency.
The Christian Church moved to a
newly constructed building in 1901.
The location was two blocks to the
east from Cemetery Hill at what
would now be the southeast corner of
3rd and Main.
Both churches endured the ravages
of Platte River floods through the
years. Many times the flood waters
left cleanup work, restoration and rebuilding portions of the churches.
Needless to say, expense was always
involved. Both church congregations
eventually decided to move and rebuild on higher ground. Each church
acquired land on Highway FF north of
the old town part of Agency. This is
where the churches remain today
separated by .4 of a mile.
As much as possible, each church
used the skills of its own congregation
in the construction of new churches.
All that could be salvaged was moved
to the new churches. The most arduous task was moving the stained glass
windows. The priceless, beautiful
windows were removed frame by
frame with the stained glass remaining
intact. The windows were inserted
into spaces in the newly constructed
buildings. The windows were considered the most important aspect of the
new churches because they represented the heritage of their churches
having been purchased by first con-
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gregation families. Stained glass
pieces within each window names the
family and in whose memory the
window is dedicated. The windows
now in each church are well over 100
years old.
Light radiating through stained
glass adds life, beauty and spiritual
connections in God’s houses. As old
and fragile as the windows are in the
two Agency churches, they continue
to express the philosophy that God is
light. The reflection of light draws us
closer to God. The light changes
through stained glass during the
course of a day. Colors change as
well. The reds and yellows get more
brilliant at noon, while blues become
more brilliant as light fades in the
afternoon.
The Agency Christian Church was
dedicated October 13, 1968 exactly
67 years after the dedication of its
former building. The Agency Methodist Church spent 86 years in its former building. The new church was
dedicated May 2, 1993.


Agency Christian Church
1901
This is a postcard sent to those who
missed church, letting them know that
they were missed.
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Sister Mary Benedict
by Jack Quinn

My wife and I have a special painting of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. It was painted on the concave side of a ceramic bowl that is about ten inches in
diameter. The bowl is surrounded by
red velvet matting, and is mounted in
a decorated and gilded wooden frame
that is about two feet square. A photograph that I took of that painting
recently appears at right.
The painting used to hang in the
house of my maternal grandparents,
James P. Smith and Catherine
(Burke) Smith. When I was young I
was told that my grandfather’s sister,
a Catholic nun, had done the painting.
However, I did not know her first
name, or much about her, other than
the fact that she was the sister of my
maternal grandfather, and that her
parents would have been Michael and Elizabeth Smith,
who had lived in Clyde, Nodaway County, Missouri in
their later years.
A few years after my grandparents passed on, my mother
gave the painting to my wife and me. It hung on a wall in
our living room in Sylmar for several years. During the
earthquake of 1971 the picture fell from the wall and a
large cabinet fell across it. We initially thought that the
painting had been demolished. However, much to our surprise, it came through with only a couple of chips knocked
from the frame.
I often wondered about the unknown grand-aunt who
painted the picture, and wanted to know more about her.
However, it wasn’t until I got involved in family history
research a few years ago that I followed through on the
investigation. The first clue to the nun’s identity came
from an obituary pertaining to my great-grandmother, Mrs.
Michael [Elizabeth] Smith, that was published in the Conception [Missouri] Courier newspaper of July 1, 1920. The
obituary was found by Janet Hawley, a northwest Missouri
genealogist, and stated that a daughter, Sister M. Benedict,
had preceded the mother in death on May 11, 1909.
With the information for the date-of-death of the daughter, the genealogist located a funeral notice for a Sister
Mary Benedict that had been published in the Clyde
[Missouri] Times on May 21, 1909. This article gave the
full name of the nun, the name of the religious order to
which she had belonged (Sisters of Humility of Mary), and
the place of her death (Ottumwa, Iowa). I noticed that the
article in the Clyde Times had been reprinted from an article originally published in the Ottumwa Courier on May
13, 1909. I wanted a copy of that original article, and I set
about attempting to acquire it.
An online search revealed that the archival material of
the Ottumwa Courier is available at the Ottumwa Public
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Library. I contacted the library, but learned that they
would not make a copy of the article and send it to me. So,
the wife and I made the trip to the library in Ottumwa on
June 1, 2005, while we were visiting a
cousin in Newton, Iowa. As we entered
the library, a docent sitting at a desk by
the entrance greeted us warmly, and
asked if she could help us. I’m not sure
of my exact question to her, but I
probably asked about the archived
newspaper files. She directed us upstairs to an individual in the library.
This individual was helpful, and he located the original funeral article I was
seeking, that had been published in the
Ottumwa Courier in 1909. In addition,
he located an obituary, that had been
published in that newspaper the day
after the nun’s death. The librarian also
located an article about the general history of the religious
order of the Congregation of the Humility of Mary (CHM).
However, to my disappointment, he had no specific information regarding the Sisters of Humility in Ottumwa,
Iowa.
As we were exiting the library, the docent at the desk
asked us if we had found the information that we had
wanted. I could have replied, ―Yes, thank you. We located
the funeral announcement that we had been seeking, and
we found an obituary that we had not known about. Thanks
much for your help, and have a nice day.‖ And that would
have been ―it.‖ However, I replied that we had located the
article that we were seeking, but that I had hoped to learn
more about the Sisters of Humility in Ottumwa, Iowa.
―Oh!‖ she exclaimed, ―I know all about that subject.‖
The docent proceeded to tell us that the Sisters of Humility of Ottumwa had founded a school that was later sold to
the state of Iowa, and was now the Indian Hills Community
College.
We were told that the sisters were buried in a cemetery
on the school grounds, and we were instructed on how to
get to the Community College and to the cemetery. We
learned that what is now the secular regional hospital had
been founded as St. Joseph Hospital by the Sisters of Humility; and we were told how to find the hospital. Wow!
To me, this was like finding the pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow! We thanked this helpful lady for this very
valuable information. I now regret the fact that I did not get
her name. Shame on me!
We drove to the Indian Hills Community College, and
stopped in the school office. A very helpful lady directed
us to the cemetery, named Mt. Olivet. It did not take long
to locate the grave of Sister Mary Benedict Smith, which I
photographed. I learned later that many of the sisters, in(Continued on page 26)
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(Sr. Mary Benedict continued from page 25)

cluding Sr. Mary Benedict, had originally been buried in
Calvary Cemetery in Ottumwa; however, in about 1928
they had been exhumed and reburied at Mt. Olivet Cemetery. The photo of me standing by her grave (right) was
taken on a later trip to Ottumwa in June 2011.
On that first trip in 2005, we then drove to the community hospital. After founding the first hospital in Ottumwa
in 1879, the Sisters of Humility had established this facility
as St. Joseph’s Hospital in 1926. It was sold to the Ottumwa Regional Health Center in 1987. The Sisters of Humility are still involved in the operation of the hospital, and
at the front desk I was able to make telephone contact with
the Sister in charge at the hospital. She said that my best
chance of obtaining information about the Sisters of Humility was from the archivist of their order, a Sister Joan
Sheil who was resident in Davenport, Iowa; and the Sister
told me how to contact Sr. Joan.
I contacted Sr. Joan, and she sent me what information
she had on the Sisters of Humility in Ottumwa, including a
picture of my grand aunt, Sister Mary Benedict Smith,
shown below. According to the CHM records, Sister Mary
Benedict had died at the relatively young age of 42 years,
after having suffered for several years with a heart condition.
On the way to Washington, D.C. in 2006, my wife and I
visited Sr. Joan in Davenport, and I learned more about the
CHM religious order and its history. I learned that the
building which housed the motherhouse of the Sisters of
Humility of Mary, Ottumwa Heights College, and Ottumwa Heights Academy was destroyed by fire on October
8, 1957. Sr. Joan said that most of the archival records of
the CHM in Ottumwa were lost in the fire. Unfortunately,

James Quinn by Gravesite of Grand Aunt, Sr. Mary Benedict
Smith - CHM, Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Ottumwa, Iowa
(Photo by Charles Elliott - June 11, 2011)

there was no more information to be obtained about my
grand aunt from their records.
An unanswered question is when did she paint the picture? Was it when she was in her teens, before becoming a
nun, or after becoming a nun? My grandfather probably
could have answered that question, had I thought about
asking it several years ago.
In the process of this research activity, I have gained an
emotional attachment to my grand aunt, Sister Mary Benedict Smith, an individual who dedicated her life to helping
others, and one who asked for little in return.


Stevenson
Family
Pharmacy
24-Hour
Emergency
Rx Service
Phone (816) 238-2424
Fax (816) 238-6717
Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
6201 King Hill Avenue
St. Joseph, MO 64504
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The Value of Published Books in Genealogical Research:

The German Reformed Church, St. John’s
Amazonia, Missouri
by Ivana Calhoun

Books are often overlooked as genealogical research
tools, since most of us assume that our family was just our
family and not ―book worthy.‖ But I have found books
right on the shelves of various libraries, including the
NWMGS Library, containing detailed accounts of my ancestors’ activities.
I had always heard stories that my 3x great-grandfather
Peter Moser, Sr. had had a hand in creating St. John’s
Church in Amazonia. He was a firm believer in Christ and
also in education. Peter Moser, Sr. and his wife Anna
Zimmerman Moser migrated to America from Bern,
Switzerland during the 1830’s and originally lived in Ohio.
After a few years in Ohio, they moved to Missouri and purchased farmland near Amazonia, Missouri.
A large influx of immigrants from Switzerland came to
Andrew County very early in Andrew county’s development. According to an undocumented November 4, 1854
letter by John Moser, Peter’s brother, ―at that time Peter
had 200 acres of land, 7 horses, 2 mules, 26 head of cattle,
22 hogs, 50 smaller hogs, 8 sheep, 18 geese, 8 bee hives
and unaccountable chickens. 25 acres are planted in Welsh
corn, 10 acres in wheat with 20 more just planted. Clover is
planted in the orchard, and that it was a dry summer with
hardly no rain since June 20th.‖
Since Peter and Anna had nine surviving children, they
developed a school curriculum in their home for their children, who were joined by area farm children for schooling.
In 1870 a schoolhouse within Amazonia city limits, located
where the current parking lot is at St. John’s Church, came
up for sale. Peter Moser bought the Amazonia schoolhouse for $236.42 so that the new Church could be built
there.
Although the story of Peter Moser’s Amazonia churchbuilding lived in our family, I had no proof that he was
involved in its founding until I discovered a book on the
Andrew County shelves of the NWMGS Library, titled
Congregational History, Amazonia, Missouri. The first
page lists the names of the Elders, Deacons and Pastor for
January 11, 1868, and then lists the membership names.
The congregation had a constitution and bylaws with duty
descriptions for the officials, all contained in this book.
After the bylaws, I found a list of names that is basically a
who’s who for my ancestors and many of the people who
settled in the Amazonia area.
From this book, I learned that on January 3, 1875 John
Zimmerman, G. Segessmann, and Eli Moser were elected
as trustees to begin the incorporation of the congregation
and to register the official title of the property of the
church. The registration was consummated on April 5,
1875 by Judge Kelly of the Circuit Court.
I then learned that on January 31, 1878, after the legality
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

of the church property deed had come into question, the
principals went to court to sort it all out. Later that year,
on October 27, 1878, the order was renewed to research
both the deed warranty and quit claim
deed because the
legality of the signatures of the heirs
was disputed. Peter
Moser, Sr. had
been killed by a
horse kick in June,
1873, so I presume
this accidental
death is what created the legal issues.
Continuing to leaf
through the book, I
found a list of all
officers of St.
The Andrew County Republican, June
John’s congrega6, 1873, the report of Peter Moser‟s
tion starting in
demise by horse kick.
1868 and ending in
1968. My 4x great-grandfather John Zimmerman is listed
as one of the first two Deacons in 1869, and Peter Moser,
his son-in-law as an Elder. The book is a wealth of information for my family and any researchers of the Andrew
County area.
Reading like the Biblical commandments for the dimensions of the ark, the book gives detailed instructions for the
church’s construction: ―January 16, 1882 it was finally
decided to build the new church on land donated by John
Zimmerman. The dimensions of the new church are to be
46 feet long, 30 feet wide and 16 feet high with an arched
ceiling. Native lumber is to be used as much as possible
for which 3 cents per foot is allowed. White oak joists are
to be delivered at the place. G. Schenk and J. Gerber each
donated a beam 8‖ x 10‖ x 30’, and John Vetter donated
two more. On April 16, 1882 the Church Building Fund
amounts to $1548.30. The contract was given to Knell &
Steiger of St. Joseph, who offered to put up the church
building for $1500 using the foundation and the sills and
other lumber as provided. Plans for the church were made
by A. Meier, Atchison, Kansas.‖
The cemetery was created on January 16, 1882. Each
member of the church that had contributed to the building
of the church was deeded a grave lot measuring 7’ x 30’.
For such a lot, others would have to pay $10 to the church
treasury.
In 1894 St John’s Church joined with Hope Church of
(Continued on page 28)
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United Methodist Church, Amazonia
(The Value of Published Books continued from page 27)

Cosby, since both congregations were having difficulty
getting enough members to join. The book contains a full
log of yearly occurrences that even include such details as
livestock damage to the church: around 1900, the hogs that
were rooting on the cemetery were to be penned up and
held for damages from the owner. In 1908 the Germanspeaking congregation decided that English language services might be beneficial for better church attendance and
to keep young families in the congregation. In 1911, a
joint meeting of St John’s Church and Hope Church resulted in giving women the right to vote on congregational
matters. Then in 1917, it was decided to separate both
Churches again, and once again in 1919 it was decided to
offer both English and German services to the congregation at St. John’s. That year they held Thanksgiving services in German, and Christmas worship and communion
in English.
As I went through the book’s baptism and marriage records, I found many listings for my ancestors, all the records for over 100 years in this one book. It even contains
a death registry in the back and tells where a lot of the congregation is buried, whether at St John’s cemetery or
Greenwich Cemetery; some records even show what the
decedent died of.
This book is a wealth of information about my family
and people that I have known, and I just happened to discover it on the shelf at the NWMGS Library. It showed me
everything from the beginnings of the church to where my
mother stood at her brother’s wedding!
Another valuable book I found is Andrew County, a
Community-1980. I found this book at Saint Joseph Historical Society's library at Robidoux Row Museum. From
this book, I discovered a page detailing that the next generation in my family, Peter Moser, Jr., his brother-in-law
George Washington Harvey (my 2x great-grandfather),
and his father Andrew Harvey, started another church in
Amazonia, the United Methodist Church. This church was
built on land donated by Peter Moser, Jr., in 1882. I can
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conclude, then, that the split from St. John’s church must
have been quite severe to cause this group to start another
church within half a mile of St. John’s. Reverend Thomas
Kirker who was also a carpenter built the original church,
and then in 1935 a basement was added and financed by
my great-aunt Amanda Rogers’ trust fund. My greatgrandfather Chester Blaine Harvey was a Sunday school
superintendent for 42 years as was an uncle on my grandmothers’ side, Alvin Bauman.
In June 1970, these two churches were brought together
under the title of Crossroads Parish, joining two more
churches from Savannah, United Methodist of Savannah
and the Savannah Presbyterian, to all came together under
two ministers, Rev. Lester Thornton and Rev. Leonard
Williams, who each rotated their services among these
four churches. Researching this story has helped me understand why when I was a child we participated in events
at both churches, and why some family members are buried at St. John’s while others are buried at Greenwich
Cemetery outside of Amazonia.
I have actually found many treasures at our library.
About two months ago, I found my great-grandmother’s
Bible there. I don’t know who donated it or how it made
its way to our Library, but I’m sure glad that it has a great
home there!


Rupp Funeral Home
6054 Pryor Ave.
St. Joseph, Missouri
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St. Joseph Daily Gazette

St. Joseph Gazette

November 18, 1881

April 20, 1930

St. Joseph Gazette
March 23, 1940

(White Sheep continued from page 22)

know that Charles owned at least one farm outside Saxton, in Buchanan County,
in 1914, as that is where the shoot-out between John and Conrad Alexander/
Serocki led to Conrad’s untimely death. John and his family were living there,
paying the rent over to Conrad, who in turn forwarded it to Charles in Oregon.
Family legend has it that Charles felt bad, since he believed that, being a priest,
he should be able to forgive John for killing their brother, but he apparently
couldn’t. The guilt over being unable to forgive John didn’t stop Charles from
profiting from Conrad’s death, however. He filed a claim against Conrad’s estate
for farm rent Conrad had collected but not sent.
I also came across court papers showing that Conrad had named Charles as the
beneficiary on a $2,000 life insurance policy, as surety for money Conrad had
borrowed. Upon Conrad’s death, Charles claimed the full amount, but Conrad’s
widow Mary refused to give up the policy, claiming the money was intended for
her and her five children. The insurance company, Woodmen of the World, filed
a suit, asking the court to determine who was entitled to the payment. Charles
was awarded $1,200 of the total, with the remaining $800 passing to Mary.
I assume it’s possible that Charles might have owned other properties in St.
Joseph, and that they, like the farm, may have been sold off gradually, the proceeds being squirreled away in Charles’ private stash. I guess some of the Serocki blood ran true in Charles, after all.
It was a high point in my genealogical journey to piece together the story of
Father Charles Serocki. I feel there is much to admire about him: his patience,
his determination in chasing his life’s dream, his ability to accomplish tasks others felt to be impossible. My grandfather, John Serocki’s second son, born in
1905, was named after his Uncle Charles, although I have not found any indication that they ever met, or communicated in any way. My mother Charline, born
just a few years before Father Charles’ death, was named after her father Charles,
and therefore was also Father Charles’ namesake, if only indirectly.
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St. Joseph News Press
Sherman Club
March 28, 1954

Text for photo on page 31.

St. Joseph Gazette
July 7, 1922
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St. Joseph News Press
Sherman Club (text)
March 28, 1954

St. Joseph News Press
April 5, 1911

St. Joseph Gazette

St. Joseph Daily Gazette

March 23, 1940

August 28, 1881
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Book Review:
This Far By Faith
by Kelly Alvarado

The NWMGS houses quite a few records and resources
related to churches and my favorite by far are the two volume set entitled This Far By Faith, a history of the Kansas
City-St. Joseph Diocese. The set of books is a must-read
for anybody interested in learning about the parishes of
their ancestors.
Volume I is divided into three main sections – The Story,
The Art, The Clergy. The Story deals with the expansion of
the Catholic church throughout Missouri, beginning in
1800. Each chapter deals with a roughly 10 – 15 year
timeframe and highlights the expansion, growth and
changes of the diocese during that period. Included are
poems, sketches of early log cabin churches, details of the
battles that took place in getting a parish established, and a
wonderful map that shows the diocese borders throughout
the years. For example, in 1911, the St. Joseph Diocese
extended across the entire northern part of Missouri, from
the Mississippi to the Missouri River. Knowing where
these non-geographic borders were at the time of your ancestor could be a great clue when researching where the
records are held now.
The Art section of the book details the intricacies of the
various altars, buildings and symbols found in the churches
throughout NW Missouri. Fabulous stained glass windows, beautiful architecture and the art work that adorns
many of the facilities is explored in the full color photos of
this section. Since several of the
buildings have been lost to time,
sold or otherwise destroyed, these
photographs serve as a reminder of
what these houses of worship were
like ―back when‖ our ancestors
bowed their heads on Sunday
mornings.
The Clergy portion of the book
provides a brief biography of each
member. Most of these include a
small photo and include such details as their date of birth, locations
of their theological education, as
well as the parishes to which they
were assigned at various times
throughout their career. If you are
like most genealogists who long to
know more about every person who
played a role in the life of their ancestor, this section will be of great
interest to you. Who was that man
who married your grandparents?
Find out here!
Volume II of the set is simply
entitled ―The Facts‖. It includes a
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section dedicated to
letting the researcher know what
records are available, and where to
find them. As so
many researchers
are interested in the
day-to-day details
of the lives of those
who came before
us, this book fulfills
that need by telling
when each parish
was established,
Father Michael Coleman
where it was loKansas
City-St. Joseph Diocese
cated, and the maArchivist
jor changes that
affected the congregation throughout its years of existence. As Parishes were
divided, reunited and reformed over and over, this anthology is extremely useful in understanding the forces that
were at play over the last 200 years.
One of the most interesting aspects of Volume II is to be
found near the very end. An alphabetical listing of the religious communities, along with an overview/history of their
work is fascinating reading. What
may be of great use to the researcher are the sketches of various habits that each community
wore, and how each rank distinguished itself from the other.
Have an old photo of a nun but
not sure who it is? Being able to
identify the clothing using this
reference could narrow down the
education level, geographical
location of the community at a
given time, and date of the photo.
Having perused these books on
various occasions looking for
information for a dear friend, a
few years ago I contacted the parish and requested information on
purchasing a set as a gift. A few
weeks later, the two volume set
showed up on my doorstep – a
wonderful surprise indeed! I
would highly recommend these
books as a resource for any researcher with Catholic ancestors.
You won't be disappointed! 
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Burr Oak, Kansas, King Family Congregation
contributed by Kathleen Griswold King

Some members of the First Baptist Church of Burr Oak, about six miles north of Blair, Doniphan County, Kansas (source unknown)

Old-Fashioned Kansas Baptism
Submitted by Kathleen Griswold King

The notations on the front and back of this photo are often unclear, but these are the ancestors of Charles Arlan King,
living. The family lived in rural Burr Oak Bottoms, Doniphan County, Kansas, where Smith Creek (which has also been
noted as Sugar Creek) ran near the Burr Oak Baptist Church, offering convenient baptismal waters. Charles‟ father Arlan King (child) is in the water, facing the proceedings. The child in the water being baptized is unidentified, but the baptizer is Charles Franklin King. Arlan King‟s father is in the water behind Arlan, hand on Arlan‟s shoulder. Asa King
(brother of Charles Franklin King) stands to the rear wearing a black fur collar on his coat. B____ (illegible) and a
name that looks like Rayhart (unclear) are also noted on the back of the picture.
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Below, matriarch and patriarch Charles Franklin King and Mary Edge King surrounded by 11 of their 14 children: (1) Calvin, (2)
Lu Vina, (3) Walter, (4) Clarence, (5) Samuel, (6) Viola, (7) Melvin, (8) Oliver, (9) Milton, (10) Verda, (11) Arlan. Not pictured:
Rozena (died at age 2), Lawrence (died at age 8), and Minerva (died at age 1).
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Charles Franklin King, Mary Florence
Edge-King, baby Clarence Franklin King
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Sister Mary Maura
Mt. Alverno, at Maryville, Missouri
contributed by Kathleen Griswold King

Margaret Helen Cunningham and Martha Catherine Cunningham c. 1895.

Martha Catherine Cunningham (left)
and Margaret Helen Cunningham first
communion. Martha later became Sister
Mary Maura.

Martha Catherine Cunningham was
born at Conception, Missouri on February 18, 1890. Born premature, she weighed only two pounds. She was the daughter of Thomas John Cunningham and Malinda Ellen McClintic, who had her
baptized at St. Columba Church at Conception, but the baby was not actually present. It was written in the baptism papers that the infant was at home in anticipation of her death. However, they made a little crib for her out of a shoe box and a
mattress of cotton and she survived.
Her journey to becoming a nun began at age seventeen when she contracted
scarlet fever. She was so sick that the family brought in the priest to administer
last rights. At that time they asked if there was anything they could do for her
and she told them she wanted to become a nun. The priest thereupon pronounced
her a nun, thinking she would not recover from this deadly illness, but she did
recover. So at her 60th anniversary/diamond jubilee celebration, she profoundly
professed that she had actually been a nun for 62 years because the church would
not recognize those years of service between her 17th and 19th birthdays. As Martha lay on her ―deathbed‖ at age 17, her mother chose the name Maura as her religious name; it was the name of a close friend. Although the name stuck, Sister
Mary Maura, hated it. Of course, at the time it was given to her, she was so sick
that she didn’t give it any thought.
Sister Mary Maura favored the children and especially the teenagers when they
came to visit. She would run the adults away or ignore them to some degree.
She totally enjoyed the kids. We all thought she was ―one cool nun‖ too. I also
especially enjoyed visiting her at Mt. Alverno because we had some wonderful
meals there. Those nuns could cook!
While she was working at St. Francis Hospital in Maryville, Missouri as a registered nurse, she fell down an elevator shaft and broke her back and her foot.
Her back recovered pretty well, but her foot injury presented a problem. Her big
toe ended up crosswise across her smaller toes. She was left to wear only black

This photo was taken October 4, 1912,
when Martha Catherine Cunningham
professed to the Order of St. Francis,
becoming Sister Mary Maura. Her calling took her to Mt. Alverno, to Oklahoma City where she became a nurse,
later teaching nursing there. She then
came to St. Mary‟s Orphanage in St.
Joseph, Missouri. Her family remembers that Sister Maura was only 4 feet 6
inches tall.

Sister Mary Maura

(Continued on page 36)

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Vol. 34

No. 2

Fall 2014

Page 35

Mount Alverno, Maryville, Missouri
Submitted by Kathleen Griswold King

Seven nuns of the Sisters of St. Francis of Maryville founded Mount Alverno Convent in 1894 with a mission of medical care. Their medical facility, St. Francis Hospital, was one of only two hospitals in northwest Missouri north of St.
Joseph. In 1963, the sisters opened Mount Alverno Academy for high school girls, but it closed in 1971. In 1996, the
land and structures were sold to the Missouri Department of Corrections to be used as a minimum security prison. The
hospitals still function as hospitals today.

(Sr. Mary Maura continued from page 35)

tennis shoes to accommodate the huge toe on top of her
foot. That worked, however. Sister Mary Maura was only
four feet six inches tall and still wore a full dress habit, so
seeing her weeble-wobbling down the hall, side to side,
and hardly picking up her tiny feet, she looked like a little
penguin walking toward us. She was so cute!
At the time of her death, Sister Mary Maura had been at
Mount Alverno 28 years and a religious nun for 66 years.
She retired October 6, 1975. She had graduated from St.
Anthony Hospital School of Nursing, Oklahoma City, and
of the Women’s College of Oklahoma in Guthrie, Oklahoma. She was a member of the Sisters of St. Francis of
Maryville, Missouri.
In 1975, she was admitted to St. Francis Hospital at
Maryville, Missouri, and was told she had pleurisy. When
we visited her there, she said she knew better. She said
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

that she had been a nurse long enough to know that she
was actually suffering from cancer—they couldn’t fool her.
I thought she died there at St. Francis Hospital in Maryville, but her obituary says she was taken to Oklahoma City
and died there, of cancer.
She was one of a kind. She was loved and is missed by
many. Her obituary names her pallbearers as Leonard
Cunningham, Thomas John Cunningham, Thomas Joseph Cunningham, Richard Griswold, Donald Griswold,
Jr., and Garry Price. Another reports her survivors as ―her
brother Robert P. Cunningham of Laguna Hills, California, and nieces and nephews.‖ Still another obituary reports her parents as Thomas and Ellen Malinda McClintic
Cunningham. Here her nieces are named as Elizabeth
Curtin of St. Joseph and Margaret Curtin of Burbank,
California.
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Mount Alverno Sisters
contributed by Kathleen Griswold King

This picture from Called to Be Faithful by Sister Louise Hirner (#42) shows the nuns at Mt. Alverno in Maryville, Missouri in 1969.
Sister Mary Maura can be seen directly in the lower left hand corner. (Reprinted by permission of the copyright holder.)
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Sacred Heart Convent, St. Joseph, Missouri
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

The NWMGS Library contains a
wealth of information about the Convent of the Sacred Heart at 12th and
Messanie Streets in St. Joseph, Missouri, including a master‟s thesis by
Mother Flavia Augustine for her history degree from Creighton University. The 1952 thesis describes the
French beginnings of the Society of
the Sacred Heart and the eventual
formation of the convent and school
in St. Joseph. It operated from a temporary school at 4th and Sylvanie
Streets until it the permanent structure was built on 12th and Messanie,
beginning construction in 1856. It
was completed and occupied two
years later, in 1858, but graduated its
first class in 1857. The convent/
school closed in 1960, operated for
some time by Bishop LeBlond High
School, and in 1967 the building was
demolished to make way for lowincome apartments.

First graduating class of Sacred Heart class, 1857. Martha Conrad, Katie
Harbine, Mollie Harbine.
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The NWMGS holds a binder of lists of
graduating classes with a twist: the graduates‟ married names and addresses are included, a valuable research tool for genealogists. Also included in this binder is a list of
the religious of the Sacred Heart, their years
of service, and some of their birth and death
dates.
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Convent of the Sacred Heart Graduation Photos
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

In 2003, 1948 Sacred Heart graduate Joyce Sherman Comfort discovered that no composite photos of Sacred Heart graduates had
been collected anywhere. Aiming to fill this historical gap, she set about collecting them herself and donated copies to the NWMGS
and to Robidoux Row. Included in the ring binder are the following classes: 1857, 1910, 1908, 1910/11, 1930, 1937/38, 1916, 1920,
1921, 1923, 1924, 1928—1960. According to Joyce Comfort, the school closed for lack of funding during the years 1916—1920. Most
pictures in the binder have names associated with the photo, as in this example, but some have a list of names that cannot be connected
to the photos, while a few have no names. Maybe you can be the one to supply that missing information.
Joyce Sherman
Comfort, President
of the Sacred Heart
Alumnae Association and historical
preservationist.
This is her graduation photo from the
composite of 1948.
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Christian Brothers High School

NWMGS Library has composite photos of Christian Brothers High School graduations. However, many of the names are illegible,
and some missing entirely. Years covered are 1889, 1901, 1903—1923, 1925—1932—1933, 1935—1948, 1950—1970. The Library
also has a collection of yearbooks from a variety of schools.
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Researching Your Jewish Heritage
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

If you are researching your Jewish heritage, check out
JewishGen, a website affiliate of The Museum of Jewish
Heritage, at http://www.jewishgen.org/. Registration is
free and easy, and their resources extensive. The site provides access to over 20 million records.
In addition to the usual advice provided to genealogists,
the site contains a list of 83 questions to use when interviewing family members about their roots. Some of the
more interesting questions are, ―What skills or talents did
you learn from either your mother or father?‖, ―Did your
mother or father have a good sense of humor?‖, and
―Describe your surroundings when you were a child. Can
you picture the kitchen?‖
The site also offers an interactive online genealogy
course designed specifically for researching Jewish ancestors, composed of a series of short instructional videos.
Here, you will learn how to navigate the site and find your
family’s ancestral town, and how to locate others researching your family (Family Finder). When you register to use
this free service, you can choose to remain completely
anonymous, identified only by your ID#, or you can make
your information public. In this way, you can contact other
researchers without revealing your identity or location, if
you are concerned about privacy. The Family Finder service currently has over half a million entries.
In addition to services for research, the organization conducts many special projects. The Yizkor Book Project is
translating memorial books into English. These books
were written after the Holocaust, and many are available
online through the site. The Kehila Links Project is orga-

A user is asking for an ID of this family with a possible surname of
ROZENCWAJG. Countless “lost” families can be found in the ViewMate database.
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nizing the existing Yizkor books and uploading actual
pages for towns, as well as ―pictures, maps, personal recollections, and research data,‖ according to information on
the site. Their Family Pages Project provides tools and
space for researchers to create and post a free family webpage so that other researchers can find them. The ViewMate Project provides space for uploading photos and
documents, and also to get help with document translation
when needed.
The site’s databases are extensive. You can search family
trees of over 5,000 researchers containing data on over five
million people. You can find Jewish communities around
the world. You can find the name of over one million localities around the world, so that you can identify your ancestors’ homeland. You can locate almost two million
graves worldwide, both the oldest and the most recent. You
can retrieve Holocaust information on victims and survivors. And this is only a sampling of what the site offers.
Using the burial database, you can find all Jewish cemeteries in the world. For example, if you just want to find
those in Missouri, you can click ―contents of the database,‖
USA, then Missouri, and you will get this list:
City: Bloomfield (1 cemetery, 3 burials)
Missouri Veterans Cemetery (3 burials) (data online 17
July 2009)
City: Chillicothe (1 cemetery, 58 burials)
Edgewood Cemetery, Jewish section (58 burials) (data
online 8 July 2003)
City: Columbia (1 cemetery, 91 burials)
Columbia Cemetery, Bnai Scholem section (91 burials)
(data online 8 July 2003)
City: Hannibal (1 cemetery, 72 burials)
Riverside Cemetery, Bnai Scholem section (72
burials) (data online 8 July 2003)
City: Higginsville (1 cemetery, 3 burials)
Missouri Veterans Cemetery (3 burials) (data
online 17 July 2009)
City: Jefferson City (1 cemetery, 59 burials)
Riverview Cemetery, Jewish section (59 burials)
(data online 8 July 2003)
City: Mexico (1 cemetery, 18 burials)
Mexico, Audrain County (18 burials) (data online
6 June 2010)
City: Sedalia (1 cemetery, 189 burials)
Sedalia Hebrew Union Cemetery (189 burials)
(data online 3 July 2007)
City: Springfield (2 cemeteries, 15 burials)
Missouri Veterans Cemetery (5 burials) (data
online 17 July 2009)
Springfield National Cemetery (10 burials) (data
online 17 July 2009)
City: St. Joseph (2 cemeteries, 1743 burials)
(Continued on page 42)
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St. Joseph Gazette, March 26, 1954

The user asking for information on this soldier got a reply to
check the web for images of Polish army soldiers of WWI to
match the collar design.
(Researching Your Jewish Heritage continued from page 41)

Adath Joseph Cemetery (611 burials) (data online 19
December 2010)
Shaare Sholem Roches Cemetery (1132 burials) (data
online 19 December 2010)
City: St. Louis (2 cemeteries, 7343 burials)
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery (377 burials)
(data online 17 July 2009)
United Hebrew Cemetery (6966 burials) (data online 12
June 2012)
Searching the name Silverglat, the name of our neighborhood grocer in the 1950’s, in the Ellis Island database, I got
215 hits using the ―sounds like‖ option. The closest spelling I got was Silberglat, two passengers from Russia, one
arriving in 1892 and the other in 1912. Because of name
spelling shifts, this individual
would take considerable research to pin down, one reason
why it is so important to do
those interviews of living family members. Jack and Hinda’s
son Gary and his wife Lisa
founded and operate
M’Shoogy’s Emergency Animal Rescue and Shelter in Andrew County.
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Church History of Fletchall Township,
Worth County, Missouri
by Janet L. Zemanek

Soon after the pioneers homesteaded Missouri, they felt
the need to meet together to worship. Because no church
building existed, the early churches many times met in
homes. Later as the schoolhouse was built, permission was
granted by the school board to hold church services within
the building.
An early Missouri church was that of Missionary Baptists
who met in local homes. According to Gentry and Worth
County History, p. 537:
―In 1854, and for a number of years thereafter, a prosperous organization of Missionary Baptists held services at George Fletchall’s house, in the grove.
George Fletchall and wife (Nancy Cox), E. W. Lynch
and wife (Elizabeth Fletchall), ________ Nickerson
and wife, William Fletchall and wife (Ediann Grindstaff), (George) Ridenhour and wife (Polly Fletchall),
and Mr. Sandford were among the original members.
David Stiles, who died in the spring of 1881 was the
first and principal minister. The church at present is
not in a flourishing condition, and is without a pastor.‖
Additionally, the Gentry and Worth County History wrote
of two other early church denominations that served the
township:
―Dr. McDonald Osborn was instrumental in organizing a Christian Church, just before the close of the late
war, east of Fletchall’s Grove. James Early and wife,
John Bowen and wife (Jane Lynch), Peter Crin and
wife, and John Fletchall and wife (Sarah Moutray)
constituted a portion of the early members.
The M.E. Church – or rather the Rev. Mr. Heath, of
the M.E. Church—preached occasionally in and about
the grove, but never organized a society.‖
As the Gentry and Worth County History was published
in 1883, the ―late war‖ would have been the Civil War. It
is further mentioned that no structure for a church was ever
built in the township at that time. It is transcribed from the
first records of the school board meetings of the Fletchall
Township School District No. 1, that, ―…any kind of moral
meetings of any kind may be held in the school house that
is benefishel (sic)…‖ in their notes from the meeting of
April 3, 1883. It should be noted that prior to 1883 a new
school had been built in the community. The allowance
and approval of this use for moral purposes continued for
some years following.
A Worth County deed shows that on March 20, 1894,
church trustees R.B. Ross, F.F. Rinehart and C.O. Peterson accepted a donation from Jesse R. and Ellen Ainsworth for land bordering on the east edge of the Fletchall
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Cemetery for the Grand River United Brethren in Christ
Church building.
This was then the first and only church building ever to
be constructed in the township and sometimes simply re-

Grand River United Brethren in Christ Church

ferred to as the Fletchall Church. The United Brethren in
Christ organized by Robert Ripley is known as the first
denomination formed in the United States in 1767 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
Hazel Thomas, great-great-great-granddaughter of John
and Sarah Fletchall for whom
the township is named, was the
last pastor for the church before
it was closed in 1971. She was
ordained August 12, 1962. Her
first sermon was given in August of 1957, and she preached
her last sermon January 1971.
In a recent conversation with
Hazel, she shared these recollections:
―The church was very primitive. It had two potbellied
stoves that were never enough
to comfortably warm the buildOrdination Photo of
ing. I remember that my feet
Hazel Thomas
would freeze while at the pulpit. Prior to the arrival of the REA, lighting was provided
by gasoline lanterns with mantles. The north side of the
building had the hitching racks for the buggies and wagons. Many functions were performed at the church, especially funerals with burial at the cemetery next to the
church. Revivals, weddings, and baptisms were held as
well. I remember hearing about one big revival conducted
by Rev. Charlie Lucas from the Prairie Chapel church near
Denver, Missouri, at which time the ice was broken on the
Grand River for baptism. We were poor people and a poor
church, but we really loved music, had a piano, had a good
(Continued on page 46)
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History of Faith United Church
St. Joseph, Missouri
Est. October 15, 1961
by Sharon Bannon

The beginning

of Faith
United Church in St. Joseph,
MO in 1961 was actually the
joining together of three local
churches, all with rich histories and many similar traditions and beliefs. Four years
earlier, in 1957, the new denomination of the United
First Congregational
13th & Jules
Church of Christ was born by
Est. 1867
a union of the Evangelical Reformed Churches and the
Congregational - Christian
Churches in the United States.
The Evangelical Synod had
its beginnings in Missouri in
1840 and the Reformed
Church began in America in
Pennsylvania in 1725. Both
groups traced their lineage to
Calvin, Luther, and Zwingli
Trinity Evangelical & Rewith roots in Germany and
formed
Switzerland. The two groups
14th & Lafayette
had joined in 1934 to form the
Est. 1874
Evangelical Reformed denomination.
The Congregational and
Christian Churches had united
in 1931. Congregationalism in
America stems from the Plymouth Colony by the Pilgrims
in 1620 and the Massachusetts
Bay Colony of the Puritans.
First Evangelical & ReThe Christian Church in 1820
formed
united Methodist Baptists and
10th & Lincoln
Presbyterians in Eastern
Est. 1892
States.
Though the churches are diversified, the roots of Faith United Church are all deeply
embedded in the early life of America and in the Reformation movement of Europe.
During the year 1959, these three churches, who found
themselves in changing neighborhoods and starting a period of decline, began individual studies of their situations.
They moved forward into discussions of a merger under
the leadership of the Reverends C. Russell Turner, Ralph
Faisst, and Fred Primrose. The members of all three
churches voted on September 24, 1961 to merge into one
united congregation. The merging date was to be on October 15, 1961 and the building to be used was the 13th and
Jules church until a new building in a new location could
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

be constructed.
A steering Committee worked diligently on composing a
―Basis of Union‖ which was approved by the total membership, outlining what they wanted to happen:
1. A whole new church - not just a joining of the three.
2. A new location - the site to be purchased within a
year.
3. A new name.
4. A new constitution.
5. A new pastor within six months.
6. But with all the newness - the best of the old was to be
kept as part of our heritage.
On October 15, l961, each congregation met at its own
building holding a brief closing service. Young people
from each church went to the altar and took the Holy Symbols—the Candlesticks, the Bible, and the Cross—and carried them from the
building with the
church members
following them.
The members of all
three churches met
on the front steps of
the church building
at 13th and Jules
and began to sing
Onward Christian
Soldiers. Led by
the young people
carrying the Sym-

bols, they all marched into the sanctuary together. Members of the new church would complete all the goals of the
merger and they voted on a new name: Faith United
Church of Christ. There were 351 charter members in
1961.
Five acres of land were purchased at 3025 Karnes Road,
the corner of Ashland Avenue and Karnes Road, and a
(Continued on page 45)

Vol. 34

No. 2

Fall 2014

Page 44

(Faith United continued from page 44)

ground-breaking ceremony
was held in May 1966. A
dedication service for the new
church building was held on
Sunday, May 21, 1967.
Since 1961, nine ministers
have served Faith Church:
Fred Primrose, Newton
Klooze, C. Ross McClellan,
Terry Carlson, John Kinnard,
Sid Clark, Frank Sherard,
Earnestine Blakley, and our
current Pastor Jim Oswald.
Our church bell at Faith
United Church has a unique
place in St. Joseph’s history.
In 1891 Congress appropriated
$53,000.00 in order that a bell
be cast for the new Federal
Building (Post Office) being
Removing the bell from
built at 8th and Edmond
the bell tower at 13th &
Streets. The bell was cast in
Jules in 1977
Watervliet, NY by Meneely
Bell Foundry. Meneely bells rang for President Franklin
Roosevelt’s and President John Kennedy’s funerals, The
company was established in 1826 and made 65,000 bells
before they closed in 1952 due to metal shortages. Our
church bell was cast from pure ingot copper and East India
tin, and weighed 1100 pounds. Standing 30 inches high,
the bell is thirty-eight inches in diameter. It has a natural
musical note of ―A‖.
For half a century it rang out the hour from the combined
bell and clock tower of the old stone Federal Building in

downtown St. Joseph. When the
building was razed in 1938, the
bell was sold to the Presbyterian
Church at Mound City. Before
going to Mound City, it was
shipped to Troy, New York to
be fitted with a hanger so that it
could be suspended from their
church tower. In October 1942,
a group of St. Joseph residents
formed a committee to ―Bring
Back the Bell.‖ The drive was
successful and the bell was
placed in the belfry of the First
The bell installed at
Congregational Church at 13th
3025 Karnes Rd.
and Jules. The building had a
bell tower but, until then, no bell. On November 1, 1942 it
tolled eleven times at 11:00 a.m. to honor the city’s war
dead. Through the years after that it rang out on numerous
historic occasions.
After Faith United Church of Christ moved to the new

location on Karnes Road in 1967, the
church building at 13th and Jules was sold.
An agreement was incorporated in the sales
contract giving Faith Church a 25-year right
to move the bell to its new location. The
bell was removed in 1977 and plans were
formulated to install the bell on the new

Leaving the old church at 10th and Lincoln.
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Reverend C. Ross McClellan chats with
Squeeks, the church mascot. The St. Joseph Museum holds a Church Mouse
collection that used to reside in the Doll
Museum. The collection contains all the
church mice that Rev. McClellan received as gifts over the years.

Faith Church Confirmation Class. Rev Newton Klooze in back. Children back row
from left to right: One of the Loomis twins (Randy or Kendall), unknown,
______Winegar, the other Loomis twin. Children front row left to right: Unknown,
Kay (maiden name unknown) Phillipee, Donna Root, Janet (Montgomery) Reed.
(Faith United continued from page 45)

building.
Through the generosity of members
and friends, some of whom had participated on the 1942 ―Bring Back
the Bell‖ Committee, money was
raised to also have the bell fitted to be
run electronically. On May 3, 1980,
in a special celebration held on the
front lawn, the bell, hanging in its
own tower above the church and under the cross, was rededicated. Forty
years after it was removed from its
original tower where it rang out over
the central part of the city, it was now
in its new home at 3025 Karnes Road.
In 2011 we brought the bell into the
21st century by updating to a digital
bell controller, but the sound is the
same as when it was built in 1891,
103 years ago.

In August of 2000, at a special congregational meeting, the members
voted to terminate our affiliation with
the United Church of Christ denomination and our official name was
changed to Faith United Church. We
remain a non-denominational Christian Church.
Faith Church retained the right to
move the cornerstones of the three
original church buildings when they
were sold after the new church was
built. On the 40th Anniversary of the
founding of our church, in 2001, we
celebrated with the final placement of
all four of the cornerstones (one for
Faith Church and one from each of the
three original churches from the
merger). They were built into a brick
monument on both sides of the front
door of the new church

(Fletchall Township continued from page 43)

fellowship, and our faith was strong. I recall hearing of
ones who never learned to read [in school], but learned to
read by reading their Bible. My parents, Silas Harlan Thomas and Grace Bertha Hardy were married September 17,
1905 by C.O. Peterson, a local farmer who served the
church when I was a child growing up. He was Swedish,
and often hard to understand. P.E. Henry preached and
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Rev. McClellan “passing the reins” to
John Kinnard.

We have official church records
kept at the church dating back to
1867 (some in German) documenting
memberships, baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and deaths. If you
want to check facts in your genealogical research, please contact
Sharon Bannon, Historian, at the
church office 232-5679.

St. Joseph Herald
January 8, 1882

was another local farmer. The Church was always well
attended but sometimes, depending on the weather, the services would not be held, as the Church was located along a
dirt road with road too muddy, snow-packed or icy for
travel.‖
In 1982, the old building was torn down. Currently
nothing remains at the site.
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Surnames Our Members Are Researching
The links below are active. If you receive The Journal electronically, click the link to contact the researcher. This list can also be
viewed on the NWMGS website; go to the main page and click the Research link. These names are not included in the general
surname index.

Adams ................ Bob
Adkins................ Bob
Agee ................... Teresa
Anderson............ Carroll Cousin
Armstrong .......... Mary
Arnold ................ Teresa
Arrasmith ........... Bryson Cousin
Auxier
(James & Artemesia) Sharon
Bailey .................Bob
Baker..................S Adams
Bermond ............Mary
Berry .................. Jeffrey
Black ..................Richard
Blakely ...............Bryson Cousin
Blatchley ............Evelyn
Bledsoe .............. Charles
Bolliger ..............Connie Brax
Boydston ............Bob
Boyer .................Mary
Brady .................Ruby
Bretz ..................Karen
Brittain ...............Evelyn
Brown ................Bryson Cousin
Brown ................Evelyn
Brown ................Robert
Brownlee............Mary
Bullard ...............Sandy W
Buell ..................Mary Beth
Burke .................J Quinn
Burnett ...............Dan Morgan
Burri ...................Carolyn
Burris .................Bryson Cousin
Carpenter ...........Evelyn
Carroll ................Carroll Cousin
Carroll ................Richard
Case ...................Evelyn
Chumbley...........Robert
Clark ..................Janice
Coil/Coyle..........Ruby
Cole....................Deann
Colwell...............Norma
Conover .............Ann
Cordrey ..............Pat
Corn ...................Karen
Cox ....................Sharon
Cox ....................Bob
Creason ..............Dan Morgan
Curley ................Bryson Cousin

Davidson ........... Jeffrey
Davies ............... B Anslinger
Davis ................. Janice
Dean .................. Jeffrey
Diamond/Dimond Teresa
Dickens ............. Bob
Donadio ............. Carolyn
Doty .................. Deann
Dreier ................ Carol
Drennan ............. Deann
Duncan .............. Bob
Dunford ............. Karen
Eddy .................. Steve
Engemann (NE KS) Marla
Ewell ................. Bob
Evans ................. Carroll Cousin
Evins ................. Bill
Fallis.................. Sandy W
Farris ................. Charles
Fielder ............... Carol
Fitzwater ........... Marla
Flood ................. Ruby
Francis ............... Evelyn
Freeman ............ Mary
Funk .................. Terry
Furr.................... Carol
Gass ................... Richard
Golden ............... Ruby
Golledge ............ Bob
Grazier .............. David
Grimes ............... Pat
Hall.................... Jo
Hanke ................ Bryson Cousin
Harber ............... B Anslinger
Harrod ............... Sandy W
Harper ............... Richard
Harris ................ Richard
Hastings ............ Evelyn
Hathhorn ........... Marla
Haydon .............. Richard
Hedgbeth/Hedgpeth Bob
Henderson ......... Bob
Hill .................... Karen
Hockaday .......... Sharon
Holzhauser ........ Bryson Cousin
Houston ............. Robert
Hughes .............. Marla
Hurst.................. Richard
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Hyde.................. Linda
Hyuett ............... Linda
Israel (NE KS) .. Marla
Jackson.............. Janice
Jennings ............ Terry
Jones ................. Bob
Judd ................... Norma
Keeton ............... Ann
Kellison ............. Mary
Kent/Kempt....... Teresa
Kenyon.............. Linda
Kerns ................. Ann
Kidwell ............. Jo
Kindred ............. Mary
Kinnard ............. Sandy W
Kline ................. Marla
Knapp................ Carolyn
Langemach ........ Sharon
Leland ............... Evelyn
Lisle .................. Deann
Logan ................. Adams
Lykins ............... Bob
Lysaught ........... J Quinn
MacAdams ........ Evelyn
MacCreary ........ Evelyn
Martin ............... Richard
Maupin .............. Bob
Maylen/Maylin . Teresa
Mayse................ Ann
McCallan .......... Teresa
McCallan .......... Charles
McCord ............. Mary Beth
McCoy .............. Connie
McGuire ............ Deann
McGuire ............ Ann
McKeoune......... J Quinn
McKinney ......... Shirley
McNeely ........... Sandy W
McNulty ............ Tommy
McQueen........... Evelyn
McReynolds ...... Deb
Meadows ........... Bob
Meister .............. Jeffrey
Mercer ............... B Anslinger
Mettler .............. Marla
Miller ................ Deann
(Continued on page 48)
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Surname Index for The Journal Fall 2014
Names with * can be found in
clippings, pictures, ads, or documents.
*Adler..................................... 2
Ainsworth ............................. 43
*Aisquith .............................. 51
Alexander ............................. 29
Allen ....................................... 8
*Allen ..................................... 8
Allison ...................... 16, 17, 18
Alvarado ............ TOC 2, 13, 32
*Amelunxeu ......................... 40
*Anderson .............................. 8
*Andres ................................ 38
Archer....................... TOC 1,10
*Archer........................... 15, 20
*Arnson ................................ 15
*Bales ................................... 15
Bannon .............. TOC 2, 44, 46
*Barry................................... 40
*Barten ................................. 37
(Surname Research continued from page 47)

Mitchell..............Bryson Cousin
Mitchell..............Charles
Moody................Dan Morgan
Morgan...............Dan Morgan
Nelson ................Bob
Niederhauser ......Charles
Noland ...............Richard
Norris .................Richard
Norris .................Shirley
Nowland.............Tommy
Oborne ...............Norma
Ogle ...................Karen
Ogle ...................Teresa
Patterson ............Steve
Patterson ............Jo
Payne .................Deb
Pike ....................Charles
Pile .....................Sandy W
Pittsenbarger/Pitsenbarger/
Pittsenbargar ......Terry
Poff ....................Norma
Pohl ....................Bryson Cousin
Posey..................Sharon
Punzo .................Carolyn
Quigley .............. J Quinn
Quinn .................J Quinn
Raez ...................Sharon
Raez/Ratz ...........Karen

Bauer ............ inside front cover
Bauman ................................ 28
Bayless .................... TOC 1, 18
*Bealls ................................. 30
Bedott ........... inside front cover
Beitzel .................................. 16
*Bergman ............................. 39
*Biddle ................................. 39
*Blacet ................................. 39
Blaine ................................... 28
Blakley ................................. 45
*Boden ................................. 30
Bowen .................................. 43
*Bradford ....................... 15, 20
*Brady.................................. 37
*Bramsiepe .......................... 37
*Brandt ................................ 33
*Bratek ................................. 39
Briggs ..................................... 2
Brooks .................................... 2
*Browder ............................... 8
Rayhill ............... Marla
Reckard/Rickard/Record Teresa
Redmond (NE KS) Marla
Reedy ................ Bob
Rhodes .............. Pat
Riggs ................. B Anslinger
Rogers ............... Evelyn
Ross ................... Richard
Rowland(s) ........ B Anslinger
Russell ............... Bryson Cousin
Rutherford/Reatherford Teresa
Rynn .................. J Quinn
Sampson ............ Bob
Sandusky ........... Charles
Schenk ............... Pat
Schneider .......... Connie Brax
Sells ................... Bryson Cousin
Scholtz/Scholz/
Schultz .............. Teresa
Sells ................... Bryson Cousin
Smith ................. J Quinn
Smith ................. Sharon
Snyder ............... Karen
Spain ................. J Quinn
Spenner ............. David
Steers ................. B Anslinger
Stephens ............ Vivien
Stevenson .......... Mary
Stillwell ............. Shirley
Stock ................. Jeffrey
Sutton ................ Richard
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*Brown ............................. 1, 42
Brown ..................................... 3
*Broyles ............................... 15
*Brubaker ............................. 29
*Bruce .................................. 30
*Brumback ........................... 39
Brumley ................................ 17
*Bub ..................................... 40
*Buckman............................. 37
Bullimore.............................. 14
Burke .................................... 25
*Burke ............................ 40, 42
Burkholder.............................. 7
*Burrowes ............................ 31
*Byrne ............................ 31, 38
Calhoun ................... TOC 2, 27
*Callaway ............... back cover
*Calnan ................................ 38
*Campbell .............................. 8
(Continued on page 49)

Swan ................. Connie Brax
Tandy ................ Bill
Tartar ................ Robert
Tate ................... Robert
Teaford.............. Charles
Thompson ......... Robert
Thompson ......... Charles
Tinsley .............. Robert
Tittsworth.......... Charles
Tobin ................. Sandy W
Todd .................. Bob
Toms/Tombs ..... Bob
Trosper .............. Edith
Underwood ....... Bob
VanMeter .......... Charles
Vaughn.............. Janice
Vogel ................ Mary
Walker .............. Charles
Watkins ............. Sandy W
Westbrook ......... Janice
Wigger .............. Mary
Williams............ B Anslinger
Willis ............ Pamela Montgomery
Wilson ............... B Anslinger
Wilson ............... Ruby
Wilson ............... Evelyn
Winemiller ........ Deb
Wood ................ Evelyn
Wright ............... Charles 
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(Surname Index continued from page 48)

Carlson ................................. 45
Carpenter ................................ 7
*Carrough ............................. 15
*Carter .................................. 37
*Castle .................................. 29
*Chambless .......................... 37
Chilton .................................... 9
*Chirila................................. 39
Christie ........................... 21, 22
*Cianciolo ............................ 40
*Cisney................................... 8
Clark .................. TOC 1, 10, 45
*Clark ................................... 31
*Cody ................................... 42
*Cole ...................................... 8
Coleman ................... 3, 4, 5, 32
Collins .................................. 16
Comfort ................................ 39
*Conlisk ............................... 31
Conrad .................................. 38
*Corby .................................. 31
*Cordry ................................ 15
Corn ........................... TOC 1, 7
Correll .................................... 2
Coulter .................................... 2
Cox ................................. 16, 43
*Craig ..................................... 8
*Crawford ............................ 31
Crin....................................... 43
Culbertson inside front cover, 2
*Culligan ................................ 5
Cunningham ................... 35, 36
*Cunningham ....................... 37
*Curry .................................. 39
*Curtin............................ 31, 39
Curtin.................................... 36
Dagenais ............................... 18
*Dandurant ........................... 31
Dandurant .................................
.... TOC 1 & 2, 1, 13, 38, 39, 41
*Deaton ................................ 15
Denney ................................... 7
DeShon ......... inside front cover
*DeSmet ............................... 42
DeVall .......... inside front cover
*Dinning............................... 33
*Dixon .................................. 37
*Dobson ............................... 39
*Doring ................................ 40
*Dougherty........................... 37
Dowell-Corn ........................... 7
*Downey .............................. 31
*Downs ................................ 31
*Doyle .................................. 31
*Draut................................... 40
*Drysdale ............................. 38
*Duffy .................................. 31
Dulle ....................................... 6

*Dunbar ................................ 40
*Earley ................................. 31
Early ..................................... 43
*Eckhardt ............................. 37
*Eden.................................... 39
Edge...................................... 34
Edwards .................................. 2
*Eickholt .............................. 37
*Ellerman ............................. 37
Elliott .................................... 26
Englemann.......................... 3, 6
Fagin .............inside front cover
Faisst .................................... 44
Faris ................................ 16, 17
*Farrell ................................. 31
*Farrell ................................. 39
*Felder.................................. 37
*Felix.................................... 37
*Fisher.................................... 37
*Fitzgerald ............................... 9
Fitzpatrick .............................. 14
Fletchall.................................. 43
*Flugard ................................. 38
*Flugrad ................................. 38
*Flynn .................................... 37
*Foote .................................... 51
*Ford ...................................... 37
*Francois ................................ 37
*Fuller .................................... 51
Funk ..................................... 8, 9
*Gabriel.................................. 33
*Gallagher .............................. 29
*Garrett .................................... 6
Garrison.................................... 7
*Garvey .................................. 40
*Gaukel .................................. 37
*Gentry .................................... 8
Gerber .................................... 27
Germing ................................... 6
*Gibson .................................. 51
*Gilfillan ................................ 42
*Gleason ................................ 31
Glennon .................................... 4
*Goeblitz ................................ 39
*Goetze .................................. 15
Goldian................................... 21
*Green ...................................... 8
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